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W

elcome to Australia’s finest collection of expert-led cultural and special interest tours.
We are delighted to invite you to discover the travel experiences we have in store
for the next 12 months. 2017 is shaping up to be a bumper year: not only have we
increased our number of ‘Short Breaks’ within Australasia, we are also delighted to introduce our
first tour in a series of discovery of Baroque music around the world. We will also be travelling
to Texas to attend one of the world’s top five piano competitions, the Van Cliburn, and to
Russia to attend the marvellous Mariinsky Ballet Festival in St Petersburg. Our Mediterranean
cruise on the luxurious Sea Cloud II is sure to delight opera and music lovers, while our garden
tours include new destinations such as South Africa, Portugal and Madeira. For literature buffs,
our first-ever visit to India’s Jaipur Writers’ Festival will offer an array of literary and musical
experiences in one of the world’s most exhilarating countries. And then why not find out for
yourself why Sri Lanka is ‘serendipitous’ and Persia a ‘paradox’.
We hope you enjoy this preview of our upcoming tours for 2017 and that you will be inspired to
let us help you pursue those interests that captivate you.

With Renaissance Tours you get to enjoy the pleasure of travelling with like-minded companions
while we take care of every detail to ensure the most rewarding and hassle-free travel experience.
What you get when you travel with Renaissance Tours
• Meticulously researched and planned itineraries
• Tour leaders who are among the most accomplished in their fields of expertise
• Exclusive access to people and places not normally accessible to the public
• Travelling in the company of like-minded people
• Personal care and attention
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ASIAN ENCOUNTERS

Asian Encounters

I

t’s the Asian Century and this exciting, dynamic continent is right on our doorstep, inviting exploration.
Experience Asia’s thriving contemporary arts scene, traditional culture and history, and marvel at the
unique coexistence of ancient and modern in peaceful harmony. This region is brimming with creativity,
innovation and vibrancy. And of course there’s the cuisine…

Jaipur Writers’ Festival
Delhi, Agra and Jaipur
with Joyce Morgan | 13–24 January 2017 (12 days)
With its array of leading international authors, the Jaipur
Literature Festival is India’s most stimulating annual event.
Set in the magnificent Diggi Palace, the festival combines the
vibrancy of Rajasthan with the best of contemporary literature
from the English-speaking world. We will spend five days at this
unique event with its lively program of literary events by day
and musical performances by night. Located on the edge of the
great Thar desert, we will also visit the pink city’s magnificent
surrounding forts and palaces.

© ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival

In Delhi, we will experience the architectural splendours of the
Mughal empire and the treasures of the capital’s leading art
museums. And finally, we will travel to Agra to see the world’s
greatest monument to love, the Taj Mahal.

At a glance:
• Enjoy leisurely days in Delhi, Agra and Jaipur staying in luxury
hotels and travelling in comfort
• Engage with leading international authors in inspiring forums
at the world’s largest free literary festival
• Discover the bustling metropolis of Delhi, which combines
the ancient with the modern
• Experience sunset at the Taj Mahal
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National Gallery of Modern Art, Delhi © Tracy Hunter/Flickr

CODE AG1703

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Including airfares (Economy class)

AUD 8,950
AUD 2,250

ASIAN ENCOUNTERS
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Hong Kong skyline and harbour © Eugene Lim/Flickr

Sigiriya Rock

Hong Kong Art Week
and Guangzhou

Serendipitous
Sri Lanka

New art and architecture iN China
with Ron Ramsey | 19–25 March 2017 (7 days)

Ancient cities, colonial heritage, wildlife & nature
with Richard Mendis | 21 April – 07 May 2017 (16 days)

Encompassing Art Basel in Asia, Art Central and other art
events, Hong Kong Art Week has become a ‘not-to-be-missed’
artfest for artists, dealers, critics, curators, collectors and
art lovers alike.

Boasting no fewer than eight World Heritage sites, and listed
as one of the top 10 biodiversity hotspots of the world,
Sri Lanka is a place of sheer delight and unexpected discoveries.
Join Sri Lankan native Richard Mendis as he reveals all the magic
of this enchanting teardrop-shaped island, from the dazzling
Indian Ocean coastline to the undulating tea plantations and
verdant highlands. Wander among the ruins of the vast ancient
cities of former Sinhalese kingdoms, marvel at ancient and
modern architecture, and relish the intoxicating scents from
fragrant spice gardens. It’s no wonder that Sri Lanka is called
‘the wonder of Asia’.

The big show in town is, of course, Art Basel Hong Kong.
But it is now joined by an edgy new sibling, Art Central, which
features over 100 contemporary art galleries from around
the world showcasing the next generation of big names in art.
Hong Kong’s art scene is further enhanced with the September
2016 opening of M+ Pavilion, the first permanent facility in the
fast-developing West Kowloon Cultural District.
A short train ride from Hong Kong takes you to Guangzhou
and the Zaha Hadid-designed Opera House, the catalyst for
the development of new cultural facilities in one of China’s
lesser-appreciated art cities.

At a glance:

At a glance:

• Marvel at the unique architectural and garden landscape design
of the famous Bawa brothers

• Spend three days in Hong Kong and two days in Guangzhou
• Enjoy VIP access to Art Basel and Art Central
• Visit Hong Kong’s new M+ Pavilion and preview the
forthcoming M+ Museum
• Visit Guangzhou’s new Opera House, Guangdong Museum of
Art and Times Museum

• Explore the fabled ancient cities of the ‘Cultural Triangle’
including Dambulla, Sigiriya, Polonnaruwa and Kandy –
a treasure trove of some of the world’s finest ancient monuments

• Get a sense of British colonial déjà vu in the misty hills of the
tea country
• Feast the visual senses with the dramatic scenery from the top
of Horton’s Plains and Little Adam’s Peak
• Immerse yourself in the fascinating history of the fort city
of Galle
+FREE SINGAPORE STOPOVER – Ask for details

CODE AG1713

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Including airfares (Economy class)

AUD 5,250
AUD 700

CODE AS1701

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 5,250
AUD 1,950
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ASIAN ENCOUNTERS

Kimchi-making © Republic of Korea/Flickr

Punakha Dzong © Chuck Moravec/Flickr

The Foodies’ Tour
of Korea

Bhutan: the Last
Himalayan Kingdom

A culinary, cultural and historical exploration
with Heather Jeong | 05–17 October 2017 (12 days)

Mountains, monasteries and festivals
with Joyce Morgan | Late-Sep – early Oct 2017 (13 days)

Sharpen your tastebuds for a gastronomic sensation as you
immerse yourself in South Korea’s vibrant culinary culture and
discover the country’s rich cultural heritage. With exotic tastes
and smells to whet your appetite, let Korean Australian chef and
passionate ‘foodie’ Heather Jeong lead you on an exploration
of some of Korea’s most vibrant food markets, street food
and eateries. Learn the art of kimchi- and chilli paste-making
and uncover the secrets of Korean cuisine through a number
of hands-on cooking experiences. In between the gastronomic
delights, marvel at beautiful natural scenery, and explore
museums, palaces and temples for an insight into one of Asia’s
most exciting cultural destinations.

Bhutan, the last Himalayan kingdom, has sweeping mountains,
towering fortress-monasteries and a rich Buddhist culture
expressed in its multitude of festivals. The reclusive kingdom
has started to open its door to the world while maintaining
its vibrant traditions.

At a glance:
• Wander through Seoul’s fascinating food, shopping and cultural
districts including Bukchon, Insadong, Garak and Gangnam, and
see its magnificent royal palaces
• Experience the unique street food of the country’s ‘seafood
capital’, Busan, and explore the area’s teeming fish markets,
UNESCO World Heritage Sites and picturesque coastal villages
• Visit Sunchang, Korea’s food capital, and famous for its
gochujang red chilli paste
• In Jeonju, dine at traditional makgeolli and bibimbap restaurants
and visit a number of intriguing cultural museums and temples
set amongst magnificent scenery
• Participate in hands-on cooking experiences presented by
expert Korean chefs

CODE AS1702

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
6

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOV 2016

Per person, twin-share 
approx. AUD 8,000 – 9,000
Single supplement
approx. AUD 1,000 – 1,500
Including airfares (Economy class)

With breathtaking architecture, dramatic landscape and a
thriving artistic culture, the land of the Thunderdragon is
like no other. Myth and legend intertwine in a place where
monks dance and tigers are said to fly, where rice is red and
men don traditional robes with argyle socks.
Autumn is an ideal time to visit Bhutan when the monsoon
is over, the fields are green, the weather is mild and several
colourful monastery festivals take place.

At a glance:
• Above charming Paro town, wander through an ancient
watchtower that houses the National Museum with its superb
collection of thangka scroll paintings
• Enjoy the artisans, museums and markets of Thimpu, the
world’s only capital city without traffic lights
• Marvel at Punakha Dzong, the magnificent fortress where
Bhutan’s kings are crowned
• Venture into the Bumthang region in central Bhutan, the
country’s cultural heartland
• Witness the colourful masked dance monastery festivals

CODE AG1715

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Including airfares (Economy class)

approx. AUD 10,500
approx. AUD 3,000

WORLD ART TOURS

© Nick Kenrick/Flickr

World Art Tours

B

e inspired by our tours to some of the world’s most intriguing destinations. Guided by art experts from
Australia’s leading cultural institutions, including the Art Gallery of New South Wales, this collection
of tours will stimulate and delight, whether you simply appreciate the arts or are a seasoned connoisseur.

Art Deco to Art Now
Miami and Cuba
with Claudia Chan Shaw | 21 April – 06 May 2017 (16 days)
Continuing our series ‘Art Deco to Art Now’, Claudia Chan Shaw
embarks on her next adventure. Beginning in Miami to explore
its vibrant art deco heritage and contemporary arts scene,
Claudia then takes you to Cuba, famous for its rich historical
heritage, magnificent beaches, dramatic landscapes and passion
for music and art.
‘Shabby chic’ after half a century of Communism, post-revolutionary
Cuba is about to change forever – make sure you see it now!

Bacardi Building © Sandra Cohen-Rose and Colin Rose/Flickr

At a glance:
• Explore Miami’s art deco heritage and lively art scene
• Enjoy a week in Havana, the colourful capital of Cuba
• Delve into Cuba’s rich architectural, musical and literary
traditions
• Visit artists’ studios and discover new galleries and
contemporary art spaces
• Visit the western province of Pinar del Rio, home to the
famous Cuban cigar
• Journey down the length of the island to the Afro-Cuban
stronghold of Santiago

Old Havana © Les Haines/Flickr

CODE AG1704

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 11,250
Single supplement
AUD 3,250
Excluding airfares (except Miami–Havana)
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WORLD ART TOURS

Harpa Concert Hall, Reykjavik © HarpaReykjavik

Ananuri on the Aragvi River, Georgia. Photo/Visit Georgia

Nordic Lights

A Road Less Travelled

Music, Art and Literature in Iceland and Norway
with Rosamund Bartlett | 22 May – 06 June 2017 (16 days)

Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan
with Liz Gibson | 09–26 June 2017 (18 days)

Renowned for their love of nature, music, art and literature,
the Nordic countries celebrate the arrival of summer with a
smorgasbord of cultural events. This tour combines two of
the best – the Reykjavik Arts Festival (Iceland) and the Bergen
International Festival (Norway) – along with a stay in Oslo.

Journey through the breathtaking Caucasus to three distinctive
countries – Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan – to explore one
of the most culturally complex and linguistically diverse parts
of our world. Extending from the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea,
and wedged between Russia in the north and Turkey and Iran
in the south, the Caucasus occupies a strategic position between
Europe and Asia. This unique location has long attracted invaders,
including Persians, Mongols, Turks and Russians, resulting in a
rich and complex mix of religion, language and culture.

Enjoy performances in legendary venues such as the Harpa in
Reykjavik, the Oslo Opera House and Grieg Hall in Bergen;
explore the great museums of Oslo and Iceland’s thriving visual
arts scene; and, together with Rosamund, discover the rich
literary heritage and cultural history of Norway and Iceland.
And at every turn, marvel at the breathtaking scenery of fjords,
mountains and sea.

At a glance:
• Learn about the literary and cultural traditions of Norway and
Iceland
• Experience the Reykjavik Arts Festival and the Bergen
International Festival
• Visit Astruptunet, the home of Norwegian artist Nikolai Astrup
• Travel on the scenic Flåm Railway and cruise the Sognefjord –
Norway’s longest fjord
• Visit the homes of Norway’s most famous composers
• Explore Oslo, Norway’s capital of art, architecture and design
• Travel through Northern Europe’s most pristine and unique
landscapes and stay in some of the region’s most characterful
and cutting-edge design hotels

CODE AG1705

TOUR
PRICES
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

AUD 12,850
AUD 3,950

From the ancient Byzantine monasteries and churches of
Armenia and Georgia, to the Persian-style palaces and mosques
of Azerbaijan, Caucasian architecture is a fascinating fusion of
divergent styles. The three cosmopolitan Caucasian capital cities
of Baku, Tbilisi and Yerevan will captivate you with their blend
of ancient tradition and contemporary culture.

At a glance:
• Travel through contrasting landscapes with rugged mountains,
snow-capped peaks, lush valleys, large lakes and arid semi-deserts
• Enjoy impressive art and archaeology collections in the region’s
diverse museums and galleries
• See remarkable medieval frescoes in monastic mountain caves
• Discover the remains of an ancient city complex
• Meander through the charming cobbled streets of old
Caucasian towns
• Visit ancient petroglyphs and stone menhirs
• Explore Persian-style palaces and mosques

CODE AG1707

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 9,500
AUD 2,200

WORLD ART TOURS

Man walking to the sky, Himmelsstürmer
by Jonathan Borofsky documenta 9, Kassel.
Photo Frank Lindecke WikimediaCC

Registan complex, Samarkand

Cutting Edge
Contemporary

Splendours of
Uzbekistan

Münster, documenta 14, Berlin and Leipzig
with Gitte Weise | 07–20 September 2017 (14 days)

THE JEWEL OF CENTRAL ASIA
with Liz Gibson | 14–30 September 2017 (17 days)

2017 is an exciting year for contemporary art in Germany with
two rarely staged ‘must-see’ events occurring simultaneously:
the Skulptur Projekte, held only every 10 years, and documenta
14, every five. This tour includes both.

This tour focuses on Uzbekistan, the undoubted jewel of
Central Asia and the repository of the region’s most impressive
treasures. During the reign of the terrifying tyrant Tamerlane
(Amir Timur) in the late 14th century, Transoxiana, as the
area of Uzbekistan was known, became the cradle of one of
history’s largest empires and the birthplace of some of the most
arresting architecture in the Islamic world. Travel across the vast
territory of today’s Uzbekistan and explore the architectural
legacy of Timur and his successors in the romantic oasis cities
of Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand - ancient citadels strung
across the desert like rare pearls, their turquoise tiled mosques,
madrassahs and minarets dazzling in the distance. Discover a
rich tradition of arts and crafts, such as intricately embroidered
suzanis, exquisite silk Ikat weavings, hand woven silk carpets,
miniature paintings, tribal jewellery and distinctive ceramic ware.

Münster’s Skulptur Projekte presents an innovative perspective
on sculpture in public spaces while documenta 14, held in the
city of Kassel, is the so-called ‘Olympics of the contemporary
art world’.
End with a week in Berlin to attend the annual ABC contemporary
art festival and to explore the city’s outstanding museums and
private collections. A day trip to Leipzig’s Spinnerei art district
concludes this unique and stimulating tour.

At a glance:
• Explore Skulptur Projekte Münster, held only once a decade
• Spend three days at documenta 14 in Kassel – the ‘Olympics of
the contemporary art world’
• In Berlin visit the private collections of Erika Hoffmann,
Karen and Christian Boros, Barbara and Axel Haubrok, and
Julia Stoschek
• Attend Art Berlin Contemporary, visiting artists’ studios and
the city’s plethora of museums and galleries
• Discover Leipzig’s captivating Spinnerei art district

CODE AG1708

TOUR
PRICES

• Begin and end in the ancient – and modern – Silk Road trading
city of Tashkent
• See the renowned Russian avant-garde art collection in the
Savitsky Museum, Nukus
• Stay in the historic oasis towns of Khiva and Bukhara
• Follow ‘the golden road’ to Samarkand
• Visit Shakhrisabz, the birthplace of Tamerlane and second
capital of the Timurid Empire

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

At a glance:

AUD 9,450
AUD 2,200

CODE AG1709

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Including airfares (Economy class)

AUD 9,250
AUD 900
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WORLD ART TOURS

The Alhambra, Granada © Julia Kostecka/Flickr

Tokyu Plaza Omotesando by Nakamura Hiroshi © Naoya Fuiji/Flickr

Art Treasures of
Madrid and Andalusia

More than Meets
the Eye

From the Prado to the Alhambra
with Brian Ladd | 21 Sep – 06 Oct 2017 (16 days)

Contemporary Art, Architecture & Design in Japan
with Kathryn Hunyor | 06–18 October 2017 (13 days)

From the Prado to the Alhambra, discover the magnificent art
treasures of Madrid and the splendours of Andalusia.
Beginning in Madrid, enjoy comprehensive visits to three of the
world’s great art collections, as you savour the sophistication
of the Spanish capital. Then, by fast train and leisurely coach,
travel across Andalusia, the historical domain of the Moors from
711 until 1492, and Spain’s most culturally diverse region. From
Seville and Córdoba in the west to Granada in the east, discover
the fascinating history, art, architecture, food and culture of this
captivating corner of the Iberian Peninsula. On the way, enjoy
an interlude in Ronda and discover the re-birth of Malaga as a
centre of modern and contemporary art.

Join Kathryn Hunyor for an insider’s journey from Tokyo and the
Yokohama Triennale to Kanazawa and the famous Setouchi ‘art
islands’. This in-depth exploration of Japanese visual culture will
uncover how traditional art forms have inspired contemporary
expression. The aesthetic adventure begins with the city as
museum, exploring Tokyo’s extraordinary new architectural
masterpieces, art museums, design studios and commercial
urban spaces. Concluding with the extraordinary ‘art islands’
of Naoshima, Teshima and Inujima, the tour shows how Japan’s
artistic innovators are brimming with a new confidence, and
creating some of the most exciting and authentic contemporary
Japanese art experiences.

At a glance:

At a glance:

• Enjoy comprehensive visits to Madrid’s ‘art troika’: the Prado,
Thyssen-Bornemisza and Reina Sofia museums
• Admire the distinctive Moorish architecture, decoration and
gardens of the splendid cities of Seville, Córdoba and Granada
• Discover Spain’s Golden Age in the opulent churches and royal
palaces of Madrid, Seville and Granada
• Visit Malaga’s Picasso Museum and the new Centro de Arte
Contemporáneo
• Enjoy a stay in charming Ronda, perched high above the deep
El Tajo gorge

CODE AG1714

TOUR
PRICES
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 9,450
AUD 2,200

• Wander Tokyo’s Omotesando streets, an outdoor museum of
contemporary architecture featuring Kengo Kuma, SANAA,
Tadao Ando and Zaha Hadid
• Spend a day at the Yokohama Triennale, Japan’s showcase of
international contemporary art
• Soak up both traditional and contemporary Japan in Kanazawa’s
famous Kenroku-en Garden, Samurai district, and SANAAdesigned 21st Century Art Museum
• Finish with three full days at the famous ‘art islands’ of
Naoshima, Teshima and Inujima
• Be inspired by the new Teshima Art Museum by SANAA’s
Ryue Nishizawa

CODE AG1710

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 11,000 – 12,000
approx. AUD 3,000 – 3,500

WORLD ART TOURS

Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem © askii/Flickr

Petra © Didier Baertschiger/Flickr

Through the Holy Lands:

Through the Holy Lands:

NAZARETH – GALILEE – JERUSALEM – BETHLEHEM
with Julian Droogan | 15–24 October 2017 (10 days)

AMMAN – DEAD SEA – PETRA
with Julian Droogan | 24 Oct – 02 Nov 2017 (10 days)

The Levantine lands of Israel and Palestine sit at the core of
three world religions and 5,000 years of oft-contested
Western history, making them treasured places of spiritual
origin for much of humanity and an unparallelled and challenging
travel experience.

Thanks to its strategic location at the crossroads of the ancient
world, Jordan is truly part of the ‘cradle of civilisation’.

Israel and Palestine

From ancient sacred sites that emerged out of prehistory and
whose names resonate in myth and story, to Greco-Roman
cities whose markets can still be shopped in today, Israel and
Palestine are unlike any other destinations in the Classical world.
This vibrant history lives on in the 21st century adding powerful
layers of meaning waiting to be uncovered by those prepared to
scratch beneath the surface.
This tour is designed to connect with our Through the Holy
Lands: Jordan tour to create a grand adventure of 19 days.

At a glance:

Jordan

From antiquity to the twentieth century, this tiny country has
had a fascinating and varied history, which has left its mark
with an extraordinary abundance of archaeological finds
dating back 6,000 years. From powerful biblical sites and
well-preserved ancient Roman cities to Arabic desert citadels,
Crusader castles and Umayyad palaces, Jordan is also rich in
geographical contrasts. For many, of course, the highlight will
be the magical, ancient rock-cut city of Petra.
This tour is designed to connect with our Through the Holy Lands:
Israel and Palestine tour to create a grand adventure of 19 days.

At a glance:
• Begin and end in Amman, the vibrant capital of Jordan
• Enjoy three days at the Dead Sea, visiting Jerash, the
excavations at Pella and Ajloun

• Spend a week in the spectacular city of Jerusalem
• Explore sublime sacred places such as the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, Tomb of the Virgin, Mosque of Abraham,
and the unforgettable Temple Mount and Dome of the Rock

• Travel down the King’s Highway to the rose-red city of Petra
• Marvel at spectacular desert scenery at Wadi Rum

• Marvel at the placid scenery and historical landscape of the
Sea of Galilee
• Visit the Classical sites of Caesarea, Megiddo, Masada and
Qumran – home of the Dead Sea Scrolls
• Walk the fabled Via Dolorosa and swim in the curative waters
of the Dead Sea

CODE AG1711

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 6,950
AUD 1,750

CODE AG1712

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 5,350
AUD 1,000
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WORLD ART TOURS – 2018

The Chrysler Building © Mia Felicita Bertelli/Flickr

View of The Heavens, Muttrah Corniche, Muscat © Tristan Schmurr/Flickr

Art Deco to Art Now

Sultans, Slaves
and Spices

New York, NY
with Claudia Chan Shaw | 05–14 January 2018 (10 days)

Art, architecture & history of Oman & Zanzibar
with Julian Droogan | January 2018 (approx. 15 days)

Continuing her sold-out series ‘Art Deco to Art Now’, Claudia
Chan Shaw turns her attention to New York City, renowned
for its rich heritage of Art Deco and embrace of the Jazz Age.

The Gulf sultanate of Oman presents an extraordinary
kaleidoscope of natural and manmade beauty: deserts, mountains
and beaches on the one hand, and striking architecture, colourful
textiles, and intricate woodwork, jewellery and pottery on the
other. The sultanate’s 300-year rule over Zanzibar has left its
indelible mark on this Indian Ocean Island also: not least in the
exotic mix of Islamic and Swahili influences most notable in the
island’s so-called Stone Town with its intoxicating collection
of winding alleys, bustling bazaars, mosques and grand houses
with their brass-studded carved doorways. This captivating tour
includes a brief stopover in the Qatari capital of Doha to visit
the world’s largest collection of Islamic art.

On this tour, see, experience and marvel at New York’s most
identifiable architectural style beginning with a fresh look at
well-known landmarks such as the Empire State Building and
Chrysler Building, followed by a discovery of hidden gems in
Brooklyn, the Bronx and beyond.
Then, come right up to date with the art and architecture of
today, plus a feast of opera, music and theatre.

At a glance:
• Enjoy 10 days in the heart of Manhattan
• Discover the extraordinary Art Deco heritage of Manhattan,
Brooklyn and the Bronx
• Join the Art Deco Society of New York for exclusive events,
tours and private visits
• Catch up on the new Whitney Museum, the New Museum,
the Highline, MoMA, the Chelsea Art District and more.
• Enjoy the latest Broadway shows, new productions at the Met,
a night at Carnegie Hall and a jazz brunch

CODE AG1801

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
12

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE EARLY 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 8,000
approx. AUD 2,000

At a glance:
• Discover the unique art, architecture and crafts of Oman and
explore the fascinating history of the country’s sultan dynasties
• Be intoxicated by the sounds, smells and colours of one of the
Indian Ocean’s most exotic islands
• Visit the Museum of Islamic Art in Doha, the world’s largest
collection of Islamic art, representing art from three continents
over a period of 1,400 years

CODE AG1802

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE EARLY 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500

St Basil’s Cathedral, Moscow © Kishjar/Flickr

Russian Winter
Wonderland
Art and Music in Moscow and St Petersburg
with Alan Dodge | 04–16 January 2018 (13 days)

ART

Experience the magic of Russia in the winter, witness a Russian
Orthodox Christmas and discover the extraordinary cultural
richness of Moscow and St Petersburg.

more tours
in planning
for 2018:

Thanks to the grandeur of its imperial past, Russia has
an abundance of museums, palaces and theatres. With
comprehensive stays in the dynamic political and economic
capital of Moscow and the grand Tsarist capital of St Petersburg,
you will discover it all – without the summer crowds.
By day immerse yourself in the magnificent art, architecture
and palaces and join the celebrations of Russian Orthodox
Christmas (6/7 January). In the evening, enjoy a feast of opera,
ballet and concerts at legendary venues such as the Bolshoi and
Mariinsky Theatres.

At a glance:
• Stay in five-star hotels in the heart of Moscow and St Petersburg
• Enjoy leisurely visits to the Armoury, Tretyakov and Pushkin
Museums (Moscow) and the Hermitage and Russian Museums
(St Petersburg)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Renaissance Italy (March/Apr)
The Artists’ Provence and Côte d’Azur (Apr/May)
Best of British Theatre (May/Jun)
Critics’ Choice Art and Music Cruise (Jun/Jul)
John Peter Russell and friends (Jun)
Venice to Dubrovnik (Aug/Sep)
Heart of Russia (Sep)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greece (Sep/Oct)
Iran (Sep/Oct)
Portugal and Spain (Sep/Oct)
Morocco (Oct)
Chicago/Pittsburgh/Philadelphia/New York (Oct)
Contemporary Art in China (Oct)
Autumn in Korea and Japan (Oct/Nov)
Ethiopia (Dec)
Christmas on the Nile and New Year in Cairo
(Dec/Jan)

• Journey out of St Petersburg to the Catherine’s Palace
• Pack your winter finery for five evenings at the theatre including
opera, ballet and concerts, plus optional performances

CODE AG1803

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION EARLY 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 8,500
approx. AUD 1,000

Visit renaissancetours.com.au to keep up to date with our
tour announcements.
13

Mediterranean Opera
and Music Cruise

AHOY SINGLE SAILORS!
You’re welcome on board!! Be one of the first 20
to book and we will waive the single supplement.
Limited numbers so book early to avoid disapointment.

Lisbon to Nice on Sea Cloud II
with Christopher Lawrence, Sharolyn Kimmorley and guest artists
23 April – 02 May 2017 (10 days)

This unique event combines the pleasure of a luxury cruise,
the thrill of sailing on a traditionally rigged tall ship and the
magic of opera, music and art.
Designed for the Patrons and supporters of Opera Australia,
and all those with a passion for the arts and a love of travel,
this cruise features 9 glorious days and nights aboard the unique
Sea Cloud II. Setting sail from Lisbon, the cruise will stop at the
Spanish ports of Cadiz, Malaga and Valencia and the delightful
island of Mallorca, before arriving in Nice, the gateway to the
Cote d’Azur.
On board, enjoy a specially curated program of opera and
music by rising stars and established artists. Ashore, explore
a panorama of art, history and culture around the Iberian
Peninsula and across the Mediterranean.

At a glance:

france
Aix-enProvence

portugal

Palma de
Mallorca

spain
Valenica

Lisbon

Cadiz

Malaga

Post-cruise tour

Strait of Gibraltar

Land

• Enjoy four on board opera and music recitals, plus a flamenco
performance in Mallorca

Map is a guide only

• Attend concerts by Lisbon’s famed Gulbenkian Orchestra (with
soloist Gautier Capuçon) and the Valencia Symphony Orchestra
• Immerse yourself in the art collections of Lisbon, Malaga
and Valencia
• Mingle with the artists and enjoy talks and discussions with
Christopher Lawrence
• Extend your stay with an optional post-cruise tour to Marseille
and the charming town of Provence
14

Nice

Marseille

• Begin with an optional four-day stay in Lisbon including visits
to Belém and Sintra
• Experience the ‘romance of sail’ on board the luxurious
Sea Cloud II

Les Baux de
Provence
Arles

Bay of Biscay

CODE OA1701

TOUR
PRICES
FROM

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single/Sole use
Excluding airfares

from AUD 9,950
from AUD 11,950

CULTURAL CRUISES

Artists and Performances

Christopher Lawrence
Tour Host

Sharolyn Kimmorley
Musical Director and Accompanist

Cheryl Barker
(soprano)

Aldo di Toro
(tenor)

Deborah Humble
(mezzo soprano)

Lauren Fagan
(soprano)

Morgan Pearse
(baritone)

José María Gallardo del Rey
(guitar)

Valencia Symphony Orchestra

Flamenco
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Garden Discoveries

E

njoy privileged access to some of the world’s most stunning public and private gardens. You may be an avid
horticulturalist or simply enjoy strolling through beautiful gardens. In the company of our expert tour leaders –
dedicated gardeners themselves – you will visit some of the world’s most stunning public and private gardens.

Master of the Nets Garden, Suzhou © PS Liu/Flickr

China Old and New
Classical gardens and contemporary art
with Genevieve Jacobs | 24 March – 09 April 2017 (17 days)
This fascinating tour explores centuries of Chinese culture
through the lens of gardens and art.
Designed with both the garden- and art-lover in mind, this tour
will also appeal to anyone interested in China’s long and rich
cultural history as well as the extraordinary changes taking place
there currently. From the bristling cities of Shanghai and Beijing
to the serene ‘garden capital’ of Suzhou and striking jagged
granite peaks of the Yellow Mountains, discover the Chinese
traditions of garden design and art, along with stunning historical
sights, dramatic scenery, and traditional and contemporary art
and architecture.

Yuyuan Garden, Shanghai by Jakub Halan WikimediaCC

At a glance:
• Explore the fine museums, cutting-edge galleries and exquisite
gardens of Shanghai and Beijing
• Take time to discover the captivating gardens, pagodas, stone
bridges and temples of Suzhou, China’s ‘garden capital’
• Enjoy the scenic lakeside ancient capital of Hangzhou, loved by
emperors, poets and painters alike
• Be inspired by the striking granite peaks and ancient twisted
pine trees of the World Heritage-listed Yellow Mountains
• Take advantage of a post-tour trip to Chengde and visit the
world’s largest existing imperial garden and see one of the
best preserved sections of China’s Great Wall

16

Yuz Museum, Shanghai (2014 Exhibition) © James Cao

CODE GD1701

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

AUD 7,750
AUD 1,950

GARDEN DISCOVERIES

Palacio de Monserrate, Sintra © kkmarais/Flickr

© Yasufumi Nishi/JNTO

Gardens of
the Atlantic

Autumn Colours
of Japan

Portugal and Madeira
with Julie Kinney | 24 April – 08 May 2017 (15 days)

Classical and contemporary gardens
with Helen Young | 01–16 October 2017 (16 days)

After typically cool and wet winters, springtime in Portugal
arrives with a burst of colour and greenery. On this tour,
prepare for a sensory feast as you explore the grand historic
gardens and palaces of the Portuguese mainland cities of
Lisbon and Porto, and the verdant sub-tropical Atlantic island
of Madeira. Gain exclusive access to some of the most charming
and lush private gardens and estates in all of Europe, and enjoy
the history, culture and cuisine of this captivating country in an
unspoiled corner of Western Europe.

On this unique tour to Hokkaido and northern Honshu,
discover a colourful panorama of classical Japanese gardens and
contemporary garden design during the glorious autumn season.

At a glance:
• Marvel at the grand palaces of Lisbon and atmospheric Sintra
and admire the sweeping Villar d’Allen, Aveleda and Palheiro
estates (‘quintas’)
• Enjoy exclusive, locally-guided visits to a number of private
gardens and estates
• Leisurely explore the charming cities of Lisbon, Porto and
Funchal
• Attend Madeira’s famous annual flower festival and discover
the island’s quaint mountain villages and farmers’ markets
• Savour local Portuguese wines and unique regional cuisines
• Take in the soothingly melancholic sounds of traditional
Fado music

Somewhat akin to Australia’s Tasmania, Hokkaido is less
populated than the rest of Japan, boasts a sophisticated capital
Sapporo, features a rugged landscape and has its own distinctive
outdoors culture. Over a week here, follow the ‘Hokkaido
Garden Path’, explore exciting contemporary gardens, stay in a
hot spring resort in the mountains and marvel at the beauty of
the changing season all around you.
On the main island of Honshu, at Matsushima Bay and in Tokyo,
you will discover some of Japan’s most famous classical gardens,
ranging from ancient temple gardens to the much-loved Japanese
‘strolling garden’ and the gardens of the Imperial Palace.
Throughout, discover the unique Japanese aesthetic of gardens,
art and the changing seasons.

At a glance:
• Explore private gardens, sculpture gardens, botanical gardens
and nurseries along the ‘Hokkaido Garden Path’
• Visit Dan Pearson’s Tokachi Millennium Forest and Isamu
Noguchi’s Moerenuma Park
• Relax at a hot spring resort in Daisetsuzan National Park
• Stay at Matsushima Bay, ranked as one of the ‘three most scenic
sites of Japan’
• Finish in Tokyo with visits to the Imperial Palace gardens,
Asakusa, the National Museum and Rikugien Garden

CODE GD1702

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,850
AUD 2,200

CODE GD1703

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 12,000
approx. AUD 3,000
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GARDEN DISCOVERIES

Vergelegen Homestead from Octagonal garden © Vergelegen Estate

Hortensia House, Blenheim © Hortensia House

Gardens of
South Africa

Country Gardens
of New Zealand

Gardens, Landscapes, Wildlife and Wine
with Sandy Pratten | 30 Sep – 17 Oct 2017 (18 days)

in the North and South Islands
with Sandy Pratten | 27 Oct – 10 Nov 2017 (15 days)

Flanked by the Atlantic Ocean on the west and the Indian
Ocean on the east, South Africa is rich in indigenous flora,
exceptional gardens, stunning natural landscapes, amazing
wildlife and vibrant, diverse cultures.

From the North to the South New Zealand abounds in wonderful
private country gardens, accompanied by lashings of warm Kiwi
hospitality, stunning views at every turn and great food and wine.

This tour will begin in Johannesburg, the heart of the country,
before embarking on a journey across the country. Enjoy an
unforgettable stay at a private game reserve, host to the
‘Big 5’ and drive along one of the world’s most remarkable
coastal stretches: South Africa’s Garden Route. Discover the
unique Cape Dutch architecture, the magnificent wine estates
and great gardens in and around Franschoek and Stellenbosch.
Finish in Cape Town, shadowed by iconic Table Mountain
and renowned for its rich history, lively cultural life and more
exceptional private and botanical gardens.

At a glance:
• Visit a wonderful selection of private and botanical gardens
in Johannesburg and Cape Town including Brenthurst,
Vergelegen and Kirstenbosch
• Encounter the ‘Big 5’ at the private Sabi Sands Game Reserve
(including 4 game viewing drives)
• Drive along the scenic Garden Route and Little Karoo to
Cape Town, stopping at Knysna and Oudtshoorn
• Discover the unique architecture, wine estates, varied
horticulture and majestic scenery of the Cape Winelands
• Extend your stay in style, with an optional Rovos Rail train
journey from Cape Town to Pretoria

CODE GD1704

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
18

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500

On this tour from Auckland to Christchurch, you will explore a
hand-picked selection of New Zealand’s top private gardens, set
in magnificent coastal or country settings, lovingly cared for by
their owners.
Whilst a highlight of the tour will definitely be the PowerCo
Taranaki Garden Festival, New Zealand’s premier garden show
with over 40 diverse and inspiring gardens at the peak of their
spring bloom, elsewhere you will enjoy the great private gardens
of the Marlborough and Canterbury regions, explore sculpture,
botanical and urban gardens, and witness the exciting rebirth
of Christchurch.

At a glance:
• Visit a wonderful selection of private gardens – including many
‘Gardens of National Significance’
• Experience the best of the PowerCo Taranaki Garden Festival
• Experience the Gibbs Farm Sculpture Park (Auckland) and
Te Papa Museum (Wellington)
• Meet the Friends and visit the botanical gardens of Auckland,
Hamilton and Christchurch
• Stay in boutique accommodation in Auckland, New Plymouth,
Wellington, Blenheim and Christchurch

CODE RB1701

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOV 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 6,000
approx. AUD 1,500

Dale Barltrop, Francesca Hiew,
Sharon Draper, Stephen King
Photo: Jacqui Way.

SHORT BREAKS

Short Breaks

T

his unique collection of tours is for those who are looking for a shorter tour,
and maybe closer to home. Discover a selection of journeys combining festivals,
cultural activities and special events in Australia, New Zealand and Asia.

ASQ Weekend of Music
Chamber music in the Margaret River
with Alan Dodge | 21–24 April 2017 (4 days)
Pack your bags and head west for a weekend of timeless and
exquisite chamber music in the gorgeous surroundings of the
vineyards of Western Australia’s iconic Margaret Valley. Now
one of the annual hallmarks on the Australian chamber music
calendar, the Australian String Quartet’s next annual Margaret
River Weekend of Music will feature invited guest artists
including internationally-renowned cellist Pieter Wispelwey
and pianist Caroline Almonte performing a series of concerts
in exclusive settings on some of Australia’s most renowned
wine estates. After each concert sit down to a superb gourmet
experience paired with specially selected wines, and meet the
artists in an intimate, relaxed atmosphere. This is chamber
music at its very finest, with a distinct Australian flavour.

Vasse Felix wine estate © Tourism WA

At a glance:
• Enjoy four world-class chamber music concerts at Vasse Felix,
McHenry Hohnen, Voyager Estate and Cullen wineries
• Sit down to superb gourmet meals paired with specially
selected Margaret River wines

Guest artist, Caroline Almonte
© Greg Barrett/via Facebook

Guest artist, Pieter Wispelwey
© Benjamin Ealovega

• Meet the musicians in an informal and relaxed atmosphere
• Discover the natural wonders of the Southwest

CODE SB1703

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT/NOV 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 2,350
AUD 300
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SHORT BREAKS

Barrie Kosky’s ‘Saul’ photo Bill Cooper

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour – Carmen
Photo courtesy Opera Australia

Jonas Kaufmann in Wagner’s Parsifal
Photo courtesy Opera Australia

ADELAIDE FESTIVAL 2017

SYDNEY opera AND
music weekend

Verdi’s Requiem and
Wagner’s Parsifal

Handel’s Saul, theatre, art
and chamber music
with Robert Gibson
09–14 March 2017 (6 days)

CARMEN, SYDNEY SYMPHONY
and MUSICA VIVA FESTIVAL
with Marshall McGuire
20–24 April 2017 (5 days)

at the Sydney
Opera House
with Peter Bassett
10–13 August 2017 (4 days)

Experience the operatic highlight of the
Adelaide Festival 2017 – Barrie Kosky’s
production of Handel’s Saul – along with
theatre, art and a feast of chamber music
in the Adelaide Hills.

Music and opera lovers are in for a treat
as they join Marshall McGuire for a
feast of opera, symphony and chamber
music in some of Australia’s most iconic
settings.

Experience the sweeping majesty, vocal
power and emotional depth of these
two great masterpieces by Giuseppe
Verdi and Richard Wagner, two of the
19th century’s greatest composers.

At a glance:

At a glance:

At a glance:

• Spend six days at the Adelaide Festival
2017, now under the artistic direction
of Neil Armfield AO and Rachel Healy

• Enjoy five days in Australia’s sparkling
harbour city

• Enjoy three nights in the lap of luxury at
the Four Seasons Sydney Hotel

• Attend Opera Australia’s ‘Opera on the
Harbour’ production of Carmen

• Your choice of Premium or A-reserve
tickets

• Listen to a concert of the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra at the Sydney
Opera House

• Join insightful pre-performance talks
by Peter Bassett, author of 1813 –
Wagner & Verdi and Wagner’s Parsifal
– the Journey of a Soul

• Enjoy eight performances including
opera, theatre and chamber music
• Experience three days of chamber
music performed by Australian and
international ensembles against a
backdrop of Australian landscapes
• See the blockbuster Rodin exhibition at
the Art Gallery of South Australia and
visit the newly-opened David Roche
Foundation House Museum

CODE SB1701

Excluding airfares
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• Visit the 2016 Archibald Prize’s annual
art exhibition at the Art Gallery of NSW

CODE SB1702

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement

• Attend four concerts of the Musica Viva
Festival featuring acclaimed international
and Australian artists

AUD 2,750
AUD 600

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR PP, twin-share  from AUD 2,600
PRICES Single supplement from AUD 600
FROM Excluding airfares

• Enjoy a full day tour to ‘Eryldene’
(Gordon), St Patrick’s Estate (Manly)
and the Sydney Harbour National Park
with its historic Quarantine Station at
North Head

CODE SB1704
TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

from AUD 1,950
TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement from AUD 460
FROM Excluding airfares

SHORT BREAKS

Asher Fisch conducts the West Australian Symphony
Orchestra. Photo Emma Van Dordrecht

National Gallery of Victoria
Photo Tourism Victoria

Photography Justin Ridler
Principal Artist Amber Scott

WAGNER AND BEYOND

Van Gogh and
the Seasons

Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland ©

WASO at the Perth
Concert Hall
with Alan Dodge
06–10 September 2017 (5 days)

the national gallery of
victoria Winter Masterpieces
with Christopher Allen
12–14 May / 23–25 June 2017 (3 days)

at the Arts Centre
Melbourne
with The Australian Ballet
26–28 September 2017 (3 days)

In the lead up to the orchestra’s 90th
birthday in 2018, in 2017 the West
Australian Symphony Orchestra embarks
on a two-year journey of discovery
of the music of Richard Wagner, the
composers he influenced and those who
inspired him.

The National Gallery of Victoria’s 2017
Winter Masterpieces will be a major
exhibition of Van Gogh, focusing on
the seasons that had such a profound
influence on him, and the places that
were the setting for many of the defining
moments of his tumultuous life.

Described as a ‘dazzling extravaganza’
by the Daily Telegraph (UK), Christopher
Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ©
will be The Australian Ballet’s major new
production for 2017. See the premiere
season of this work ‘down under’ combined
with a visit to Melbourne in the spring.

At a glance:

At a glance:

At a glance:

• Stay at the Duxton Hotel adjoining the
Perth Concert Hall

• Two nights’ accommodation, with the
option to extend

• Tour price includes premium tickets for
two WASO concerts

• Welcome dinner and premium tickets
for a Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
concert

• Spend two nights at the Langham
Southbank Melbourne, with the option
to extend

• Enjoy two full-day tours in and around
Perth, including lunch
• Join Alan for pre-concert talks and
dinners

CODE SB1705
TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2016

APPROX PP, twin-share  appx. AUD 1,850
TOUR Single supplement appx. AUD 500
PRICES Excluding airfares

• Illustrated introduction by Christopher
Allen, National Art Critic of
The Australian

• Premium seats for Christopher
Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland ©
• Enjoy a morning in Melbourne’s glorious
gardens at the height of the spring bloom

• Early entrance to the exhibition
‘Van Gogh and the Seasons’

• Includes an exclusive pre-performance
introduction, dinner and programme

• Tour to Heide Museum of Modern Art

• Visit the Primrose Potter Australian
Ballet Centre or the new Production
Centre at Altona

CODE SB1707
TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOV 2016

from AUD 950
TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement from AUD 250
FROM Excluding airfares

CODE SB1706
TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

from AUD 1,100
TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement from AUD 250
FROM Excluding airfares
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Opera, Music and Ballet

E

xpect the best seats in the house and experience the exhilaration and inspiration of performances in some
of the world’s most iconic opera houses and venues. Our opera, music and ballet itineraries present you
with a superb program of opera, ballet, orchestral, chamber and solo music performances featuring the world’s
leading artists, musicians and dancers.

Elīna Garanča as Octavian and Renée Fleming
as the Marschallin in Strauss’s Der Rosenkavalier.
Photo by Kristian Schuller/Metropolitan Opera

Easter at the Met
Opera, art and blossoms in New York City
with Frédérique Barbier | 13–19 April 2017 (7 days)
Let New York City sweep you up in a springtime embrace with
an action-packed Easter of opera and art, and a splash of floral
colour. Join long-time New York local Frédérique Barbier as she
takes you to some of the best productions of The Metropolitan
Opera’s 2016/17 season. In addition to world-class operatic
performances by singers including Plácido Domingo, Renée
Fleming and Anna Netrebko, be enthralled by some of the best
collections of modern and contemporary art. For light relief,
feast your eyes on a magnificent display of Brooklyn’s iconic
cherry blossoms. This has to be New York at its very best.

Metropolitan Opera House © A.Strakey/Flickr

At a glance:
• 6 nights during springtime in one of the world’s most
dynamic cities
• The best seats in the house to four world-class productions
of The Metropolitan Opera including La Traviata, Aida,
Der Rosenkavalier and Eugene Onegin
• Guided visits to the Museum of Modern Art (special early
access), and the Whitney and Brooklyn museums
• A visual sensation of cherry blossoms in the Brooklyn Botanic
Gardens
• Dinner at the Lincoln Center’s opulent ‘Grand Tier’ restaurant

Plácido Domingo photo Chad Batka – La Traviata, Metropolian Opera

CODE OA1704

TOUR
PRICES
FROM
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

from AUD 6,650
from AUD 1,350

OPERA, MUSIC AND BALLET

Swan Lake at the Mariinsky Theatre © sergeif/Flickr

Vienna State Opera House

The Mariinsky
Ballet Festival

The Vienna Ring

St Petersburg, Russia
with Martine Anstett | March / April 2017 (10 days)

Opera in Vienna and Budapest
with Scott Curry | 29 April – 11 May 2017 (13 days)

Every year, as winter turns to spring in St Petersburg, Russia’s
famous Mariinsky Ballet showcases its extraordinary repertoire
– ranging from the great Russian classics to today’s cutting-edge
creations – in what is undoubtedly ballet lovers’ heaven.

It’s springtime in Vienna and what better way to enjoy this magical
season in a city steeped in opera and music than with opera
aficionado Scott Curry for the Vienna State Opera’s production
of Wagner’s Ring. Directed by Sven-Eric Bechtolf, this production
will feature a cast of world-renowned singers including Bryn
Terfel, Petra Lang, Stefan Vinke and Mihoko Fujimura.

With over eight glorious evenings of classical ballet and
contemporary dance performed by Mariinsky Ballet stars and
invited guest artists from major companies around the world,
the Mariinsky Ballet Festival is arguably the world’s greatest ballet
event, and one not to be missed by the serious ballet lover.
Dates for the 2017 festival will be announced in late 2016.
In the meantime, diarise the months of March and April 2017
for this extraordinary event.

At a glance:
• 10 days in one of the world’s most beautiful cities – in the
off-season!
• Eight evenings of ballet and dance performed by the Mariinsky
Ballet and international guest artists
• Leisurely sightseeing including visits to the Hermitage, Russian
and Faberge museums, and excursions to the ‘summer palaces’
of Peterhof, Pushkin and Pavlovsk
• Pre-performance talks with ballet expert Martine Anstett

Given there will be a few days between the Ring performances,
we are in a unique position to include a trip across the border
to glorious Budapest, where we will take in the Hungarian
State Opera’s performances of Strauss’s Elektra and Massenet’s
Werther, as well as some of the city’s most enchanting museums,
palaces and gardens.
In addition to the Ring cycle, attend the Vienna State Opera
performance of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, and/or concerts of
the St Petersburg Philharmonic and Vienna’s Tonkünstler orchestras
(these are optional and subject to availability).

At a glance:
• 8 nights in Vienna and 4 nights in Budapest
• Category 1 tickets for the Vienna State Opera’s four Ring operas
• Premium reserve tickets for Hungarian State Opera’s Elektra
and Werther
• Vienna State Opera’s Eugene Onegin and/or performances
of the St Petersburg Philharmonic and Tonkünstler orchestras
(optional and subject to availability)

• Optional pre- or post-tour to Moscow

• Visits to the Liechtenstein, Schloss Hof, Godollo and Esterhazy
palaces

CODE AB1701

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500

CODE OA1702

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 9,750
AUD 2,250
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OPERA, MUSIC AND BALLET

The Flying Dutchman, Oper Frankfurt © Barbara Aumüller

Glyndebourne Festival Opera © Matthew Rees/Flickr

Myths and Maidens

Country House
Opera and Gardens

Wagner & Strauss in Germany and Prague
with Antony Ernst | 06–19 June 2017 (14 days)

BBC Proms, West Green AND Glyndebourne

For the lovers of German Romanticism, this tour is a veritable
feast of operatic highlights! With no fewer than ‘six of the best’
of Wagner and Strauss operas, relish the tension between the
real and supernatural achieved with such artistic genius by these
two masters. Enjoy all three of Wagner’s so-called ‘romantic
operas’ including The Flying Dutchman, Tannhaüser and Lohengrin,
and Richard Strauss’s female-inspired operas, Arabella, Salome
and Die Frau Ohne Schatten. Performed in Europe’s grandest
opera houses, experience some of the world’s best opera
productions by the Munich, Frankfurt, Leipzig and Prague
opera companies.

Attend the first week of the BBC Proms followed by a leisurely
journey through the beautiful English countryside, famous for
its gardens, stately homes and ‘country house opera’.

At a glance:
• Munich (3 nights), Frankfurt (2 nights), Prague (4 nights),
Leipzig (4 nights)
• Category 1 tickets for the Bavarian State Opera’s production
of Tannhaüser, the Frankfurt Opera’s The Flying Dutchman, and
the Czech National Theatre’s new production of Lohengrin,
directed by Katharina Wagner
• Attend a special ‘Strauss Weekend’ presented by the Leipzig
Opera, including Kovalik’s production of Die Frau Ohne Schatten,
the 2016 production of Arabella, and a brand new production
of Salome, with Ulf Schirmer conducting the world-famous
Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra

with Nicholas Selman | 17–28 July 2017 (12 days)

Begin in London with summer evenings at the BBC Proms at
Royal Albert Hall and Opera Holland Park. Then, enjoy a week’s
tour across the south of England for stylish evenings of opera
and music at West Green House Opera in Hampshire and
Glyndebourne Festival Opera in East Sussex.
By day, explore the grand country homes, glorious gardens,
historic towns and attractions of these two much-coveted
counties of England. Then, glam it up (black tie de rigeur) for
elegant evenings of opera and exclusive dinners.

At a glance:
• Two nights at the BBC Proms and an evening at Opera Holland
Park in London
• Four performances at West Green House Opera and
Glyndebourne Festival Opera
• Attend choral evensong in Winchester Cathedral
• Visit numerous country houses and famous gardens including
Cliveden, Hinton Ampner, Petworth House, Charleston,
Pashley Manor, Great Dixter and Wakehurst

• Enjoy beautiful Central European scenery, old and new art and
architecture, and glorious food and wine

CODE OA1703

TOUR
PRICES
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,950
AUD 2,250

CODE OA1705

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

PROVISIONAL TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 12,500
approx. AUD 2,500

OPERA, MUSIC AND BALLET

Vadym Kholodenko 2013 Gold Medallist Winner Photo Ralph Lauer/The Cliburn

Mozartfest Würzburg 2015 © Oliver Lang

The Van Cliburn
Piano Competition

Beautiful Baroque

AND MUSIC AND THE ARTS IN TEXAS
with Damien Beaumont | 28 May – 11 June 2017 (15 days)

The best of Baroque music in Germany
with Robert Gibson | 22 May – 05 June 2017 (15 days)

One of the world’s top five piano competitions, the Van Cliburn
Competition is regarded as the American Olympics of the
keyboard.

Join classical music expert Robert Gibson for the first part of
our brand new series of discovery of the wonderful world
of Baroque music, with Germany as the first cab off the rank.
Attend some of Europe’s leading Baroque music festivals,
including the International Händel Festival in the university
town of Göttingen, the Händel Festival in Halle, as well as
the Dresden Music Festival and the Mozartfest Würzburg.
Experience the German Baroque period’s most enduring
operas, oratorios, cantatas and chamber music, and be
enthralled by the rich art and architecture of Germany’s
most prominent Baroque cities including Dresden, Leipzig,
Würzburg and Fulda.

Held every four years in the culturally rich city of Fort Worth
in Texas, the competition brings together the cream of young
and aspiring American and international pianists for two weeks
of virtuoso performances.
Join ABC Classic FM’s Damien Beaumont and other like-minded
piano aficionados for a week at this prestigious event
complemented by music and fine art in the other great Texan
cities of Dallas, San Antonio and Austin.

At a glance:
• Feel the excitement and attend a total of six days at the
Van Cliburn Competition’s nail-biting quarterfinal and final rounds
• In between the competition rounds, explore the extraordinary
art districts of Fort Worth and Dallas
• See Grammy award-winning pianist Yefim Bronfman perform
with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra
• Attend a performance of the San Antonio Symphony
Orchestra in the world-class Tobin Center
• Enjoy the rich history of laid-back San Antonio
• Discover the treasures of one of the foremost university art
museums in the country, the Blanton Museum of Art in Austin,
the state capital

CODE ML1701

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,750
AUD 2,250

At a glance:
• Attend the opening weekends of the Händel festivals in
Göttingen and Halle including performances of Lotário, Jephtha,
Acis and Galatea, and Brockes Passion
• See highlights of the Dresden Music Festival and the Mozartfest
Würzburg
• Enjoy recitals by mezzo-soprano superstar Ann Hallenberg and
baritone Bryn Terfel, and performances by leading ensembles
including Il Pomo D’oro, Concerto Romano and Baroque
Trumpeters Ensemble Berlin
• Visit Germany’s showpiece Baroque cities of Dresden, Leipzig,
Würzburg and Fulda

CODE ML1702

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 10,250
AUD 1,650
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OPERA, MUSIC AND BALLET

Romania’s Enescu Festival (2013) photo Andrei Gîndac

The Sleeping Beauty, Bolshoi Ballet. Photo by Damir Yusupov/Bolshoi

Romanian Rhapsody

Christmas Ballet
Spectacular

THE Enescu Festival AND Transylvania
with Mairi Nicolson | 02–17 September 2017 (16 days)

Baden-Baden, Stuttgart and Paris
with Martine Anstett | 20 Dec 2017 – 05 Jan 2018 (17 days) +

One of the musical world’s best kept secrets, Romania’s annual
Enescu Festival presents an extraordinary smorgasbord of
great orchestras, leading conductors and top-notch soloists.

Join Parisian and ballet aficionado Martine Anstett for a flurry
of beautiful ballet (and maybe snow too!) during Europe’s most
enchanting season. Hit the ground running in Baden-Baden for
the Bolshoi Ballet’s biannual Christmas program. Then dash
across to Stuttgart for another fix of fancy footwork before
travelling on to Paris to see in the New Year and attend the
Paris National Opera’s winter holiday program. Experience
some of the ballet repertoire’s finest works performed by
the world’s leading companies and be enthralled by beautiful
dancing, and exquisite costumes and decor. In between the
glorious nights at the theatre, amble through Germany’s
colourful Christmas markets and see how Paris lives up to its
reputation as the ‘city of lights’.

From the impressive line-up for the 2017 festival we have
selected concerts and recitals by the London Philharmonic
Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic, Czech Philharmonic, Russian
National Orchestra, Orchestra of La Scala Milan, the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra and others – conducted by the likes
of Zubin Mehta, Vladimir Ashkenazi, Riccardo Chailly, Michael
Pletnev, Vladimir Jurowski and Jiri Belohlavek – and with
soloists such as Martha Argerich, Lang Lang, Magdalena Kozena,
Christian Tetzlaff, Vadim Repin, Nicolai Znaider and Leonidas
Kavakos… Need we say more?!
In between the feast of concerts, catch your breath with a
five-day sojourn in Transylvania, visiting Sibiu, Sighisoara,
Sinaia and Brasov.

At a glance:

At a glance:

• Celebrate New Year with the Paris Opera Ballet

• Enjoy a total of 18 symphonic concerts, chamber concerts and
solo/duo recitals at Romania’s famed Enescu Festival

• Enjoy Europe’s Christmas markets and the joy of the festive
season

• See and hear the great orchestras, conductors and soloists of
the international musical world

+ Please note: dates are tentative at time of publication

• Attend the Bolshoi Ballet’s Christmas season in Baden-Baden
• Visit Stuttgart for more ballet and music

• Discover the historical and scenic highlights of Transylvania,
the heartland of Romania
• Get to know the fascinating history and rich cultural life of one
of Europe’s ‘waiting to be discovered’ travel destinations

CODE ML1703

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
26

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2016

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500

CODE AB1702

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE MAR/APR 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500

TOUR LEADERS

Our Tour Leaders
All of our tours are led by academics and experts in their field who will share their passion and knowledge
with you in lectures and talks throughout the tour. For full biographical details, please visit our website.

Christopher Allen

Martine Anstett

Rosamund Bartlett

Frédérique Barbier

Peter Bassett

Damien Beaumont

Claudia Chan Shaw

Scott Curry

Alan Dodge

Julian Droogan

Antony Ernst

Liz Gibson

Robert Gibson

Kathryn Hunyor

Genevieve Jacobs

Heather Jeong

Julie Kinney

Brian Ladd

Christopher Lawrence Marshall McGuire

Richard Mendis

Joyce Morgan

Mairi Nicolson

Sandy Pratten

Nicholas Selman

Gitte Weise

Helen Young

Ron Ramsey
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Legend
 Opera

2017 at a glance
MONTH TOUR

PAGE

 Music
 Ballet

MONTH

TOUR

*W
See our
 Garden Discoveries
website
 Short Breaks
for details.
 Asian Encounters
 World Art Tours

PAGE

January

Russian Winter Wonderland



*W

September

Romanian Rhapsody



26

January

Mexico: Mayan to Magic Realism



*W

September

Wagner and Beyond



21

January

Jaipur Writers’ Festival



4

September

Cutting Edge Contemporary



9

March

Hong Kong Art Week and Guangzhou



5

September

Splendours of Uzbekistan



9

March

Adelaide Festival 2017



20

September

The Persian Paradox



*W

March

China Old and New



16

September

Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland ©



21

March

The Mariinsky Ballet Festival



23

September



10

April

Easter at the Met



22

Art Treasures of Madrid
and Andalusia

April

Sydney Opera and Music Weekend



20

September

Gardens of South Africa



18

April

Art Deco to Art Now: Miami and Cuba



7

September

Bhutan: the Last Himalayan
Kingdom



6

April

Serendipitous Sri Lanka



5

October

The Foodies’ Tour of Korea



6

April

ASQ Weekend of Music



19

October

Autumn Colours of Japan



17

April

Mediterranean Opera and Music Cruise



14

October

More than Meets the Eye



10

April

Gardens of the Atlantic



17

October

11

The Vienna Ring



23

Through the Holy Lands:
Israel and Palestine



April
May

Nordic Lights



8

October

Through the Holy Lands: Jordan



11

May

Beautiful Baroque



25

October

Country Gardens of New Zealand



18

May

The Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition



25

December

Christmas Ballet Spectacular



26

May

Van Gogh and the Seasons



21

2018 ANNOUNCED TOURS

June

Myths and Maidens



24

MONTH

TOUR

June

A Road Less Travelled



8

January

Art Deco to Art Now: New York



12

July

Country House Opera and Gardens



24

January

Sultans, Slaves and Spices



12

August

Verdi’s Requiem and Wagner’s Parsifal



20

January

Russian Winter Wonderland



13
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Front cover image: View from the Corona
Courtesy of Royal Albert Hall

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK and keep up to date
with these and other unique travel experiences.
Your travel agent is
toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)
toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)
call (02) 9299 5801
fax (02) 9299 5805
email info@renaissancetours.com.au
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au
Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001
ABN 14 069 591 448
Brochure effective 28 September 2016

