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“We were first time travellers with Renaissance. If this trip is the norm for standard of organisation and level of
care and general enjoyment, we will most definitely travel with Renaissance again.”

We invite you to join us for a truly rewarding experience in the company of like-minded travellers.
With our expert tour leaders, gain access to people and places that simply money cannot buy, and
travel with the peace of mind that all arrangements are meticulously taken care of by our
experienced staff.
We hope you enjoy our collection of tours in the pages that follow and we look forward to seeing
you in 2018.

What you get when you travel with Renaissance Tours:
•
•
•
•

Meticulously researched and planned itineraries
Tour leaders who are among the most accomplished in their fields of expertise
Exclusive access to people and places not normally accessible to the public
Travelling in the company of like-minded people

• Personal care and attention

Robyn and John C. | SERENDIPITOUS SRI LANKA 2017

“One cannot fault Renaissance Tours. Nothing is left to chance and every care is taken to ensure that the guests
have a wonderful experience.”
Ruth N. | A PANORAMA OF EASTERN EUROPE 2017

“I’ve travelled with the company four times now and would not use any other. I feel comfortable with the
organisation and all the tour leaders.”

“Travelling. It leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller”
| IBN BATTUTA

Diana A. | COUNTRY HOUSE OPERA AND GARDENS 2017

“From Rome with Love”
© Roberto Faccenda/FlickrCC
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HIGHLIGHTS

HIGHLIGHTS

Beijing 798 Art Zone © Ken Marshall/FlickrCC

The village of Barolo, Piedmont © Roberto Faccenda/FlickrCC

Sri Lankan Tea Pickers

Rabbi, Jerusalem © Sebastián Rebolledo/FlickrCC

The Critic’s Choice: China and Taiwan

La Bella Vita

Serendipitous Sri Lanka

Sea, Stones and Stories

TAIPEI AND BEIJING, PLUS HONG KONG ART WEEK

WINE AND FOOD IN THE VENETO, PIEDMONT AND SICILY

ANCIENT CITIES, COLONIAL HERITAGE, WILDLIFE & NATURE

A CULTURAL JOURNEY THROUGH ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

with John McDonald | 15–25 March 2018 (11 days)

with Peter Bourne | 04–17 April 2018 (14 days)

with Richard Mendis | 20 April – 06 May 2018 (17 days)

with Jane Hutcheon | October 2018 (14 days)

Join Fairfax Media art critic and author John McDonald for an
exploration of Chinese contemporary art in Taipei and Beijing,
followed by an optional post-tour to the Hong Kong Art Week.

Taste your way through three of Italy’s great wine regions – the
Veneto, Piedmont and Sicily – with visits to private wineries and
fine dining in the company of ‘The Wine Man’, Peter Bourne.

Sri Lankan native Richard Mendis reveals all the magic of this
enchanting teardrop-shaped island, from the dazzling coastline
to the undulating tea plantations and highlands.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Discover contemporary art in Taipei and Beijing through the
eyes of local artists themselves, with privileged access to local
galleries and individual studios

• Discover the Veneto’s vineyards of Garganega and Trebbiano
grapes, producing Soave under the warm sun

• Explore the fabled ancient cities of the ‘Cultural Triangle’
including Dambulla, Sigiriya, Polonnaruwa and Kandy –
a treasure trove of some of the world’s finest ancient monuments

Travel in the company of television presenter and former
Middle East correspondent Jane Hutcheon, who, inspired by
her favourite books, films and food, will lead you through the
key historical sites and hidden treasures of the region where
sunlight, stone, sand and sea reveal the secrets of the past and
the controversies of the present.

• In Taipei, explore the National Palace Museum and the historic
Confucius Temple, Revolutionary Martyrs’ Shrine and Chiang
Kai-shek Memorial Hall
• Visit Beijing’s Today Art Museum, a private gallery dedicated to
fostering the contemporary art scene in China, along with the
Red Gate Gallery and the innovative 798 Art Zone, housed in
a series of decommissioned Soviet-East German-Chinese joint
military factories
• Conclude your immersive experience with an optional posttour to Hong Kong Art Week, including VIP previews of
Art Central and Art Basel

TOUR LEADER

CODE AS1801

TOUR
PRICES
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• Taste Amarone della Valpolicella made from semi-dried
Corvina and Rondinella grapes in a practice dating back to the
Ancient Romans
• Sample Barolo and Barbaresco produced from Piedmont’s vast
estates of Nebbiolo grapes
• In Sicily, enjoy zesty whites from indigenous varieties such as
Carricante and reds like Nero d’Avola, Frappato and the new
darling grape, Nerello Mascalese
• Experience the best of Italy’s regional cuisines – with wines to
match of course

TOUR LEADER

• Marvel at the unique architectural and garden landscape design
of the famous Bawa brothers, two of the 20th century’s most
influential Asian architects
• Explore the colonial heritage of what was once British Ceylon
in the misty hills of the tea country
• Feast the eyes on dramatic scenery from the top of the
‘World’s End’ cliff in Horton Plains National Park and the
summit of Little Adam’s Peak
• Immerse yourself in the fascinating history of the PortugueseDutch fort city of Galle

TOUR LEADER

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore Jerusalem with six nights in the thriving city that straddles
Israel and Palestine, including day trips to Bethlehem and Masada
• Experience the energy of modern Tel Aviv, wander the winding
streets of Old Jaffa, and explore the walled city of Jericho
• Travel to the lush, fertile lands around the freshwater Sea of
Galilee and bathe in the restorative salty waters of the Dead Sea
• Revel in the glory of the ancient city of Acre, where layer
upon layer of history reveals Canaanite, Hellenistic, Crusader,
Ottoman and Israeli culture
• Travel to Hebron in Palestine, with its spectacular marble
architecture and whose potters and glassblowers preserve
time-honoured traditions
TOUR LEADER

John McDonald

Peter Bourne

Richard Mendis

Jane Hutcheon

John is the art critic of The Sydney Morning Herald
and since 2011 he has also been the regular film
critic for The Australian Financial Review. A former
Head of Australian Art at the National Gallery
of Australia, he is a busy lecturer and author of
several widely acclaimed books including Art of
Australia: From Exploration to Federation. John has a
longstanding interest in China.

Known as The Wine Man, Peter has been involved
in the Australian wine industry for over 35 years,
initially as a merchant and more recently as an
industry consultant and magazine writer. He
presents a variety of wine appreciation courses
and specialised tastings. He has won the Wine
Communicator of the Year award (2010) and is
a founding member of the Gourmet Traveller
WINE team.

A local of Colombo, Richard has been leading
tours of Sri Lanka for the past 15 years. Educated
in Germany and Austria, he speaks fluent English
and German in addition to his mother tongue
Sinhalese. A consummate professional, Richard
has a wealth of knowledge of Sri Lanka, and as a
keen ornithologist is knowledgeable about almost
all of the 436 bird species in his home country.

Jane is host of the weekly chat show One Plus One
on ABC TV. Born in Hong Kong, she speaks
Mandarin and Cantonese and has travelled the
world as an international correspondent based in
China, the Middle East and Europe. An author of
two non-fiction books including China Baby Love,
she reported for ABC News and the awardwinning Foreign Correspondent program from
1995 to 2008.

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 8,850
Single supplement*
AUD 1,500
Including international airfares (Economy class)

CODE WI1801

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,850
AUD 2,500

CODE AS1802

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 7,650
Single supplement*
AUD 2,000
Including international airfares (Economy class)

CODE RT1801

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE SEP/OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 9,500
approx. AUD 2,000
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CRU I S ES

M/S Elbe Princesse © HelWin Goetzinger

The Elbe Art and Music Cruise
FROM BERLIN TO PRAGUE, PLUS HAMBURG AND VIENNA

with Christopher Lawrence, Liz Gibson and Tom Abbott | 11– 25 June 2018 (15 days)
From the north of Germany to the heart of Bohemia, the
Elbe River and its tributaries link the great cultural centres
of Hamburg, Berlin, Dresden and Prague.
In the company of classical music broadcaster Christopher
Lawrence, the Art Gallery Society of New South Wales’
Liz Gibson, and Berlin-based art expert Thomas Abbott,
discover the art treasures and musical riches of these
magnificent cities as you gently cruise the River aboard the
M/S Elbe Princesse.
Extend your journey with an optional extension to Vienna,
the city of art and music, which in 2018 will host special
exhibitions devoted to Viennese Modernism.

AT A GLANCE:
• Begin with an optional pre-tour to Hamburg, home of the
newly opened (2017) Elbe Philharmonie, and the Hamburg
State Opera and Kunsthalle
• Unpack once for an 8-night cruise from Berlin to Prague on
the new (2016) Elbe Princesse (max 60 guests)

OPER A

TOUR LEADERS

Christopher
Lawrence

Liz Gibson

Tom Abbott

Christopher is a wellknown broadcaster
and author. He
presents the Classic
Drive program on
ABC radio and has an
Honorary Doctorate
in Communications
from the University of
Central Queensland.

Liz is a Senior
Co-ordinator of
Public Programs at
the Art Gallery of
New South Wales.
She lectures on art,
architecture and
cultural history and is
a highly experienced
tour leader.

A specialist in
architectural history
from the Baroque to
the 20th century, Tom
has lived in Berlin since
1987. He has led many
successful cultural
study tours in Berlin,
Germany and Europe.

• Expand your art knowledge with illustrated introductions and
curator-led guided visits to the museums of Berlin, Dresden
and Prague Castle
• Enjoy no fewer than five operas, concerts and / or ballets
in Berlin, Dresden and Prague
• Extend with an optional tour to Vienna, with a special focus
on Modernism
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CODE AG1809

TOUR
PRICES
FROM

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Per person, single
Excluding international airfares

from AUD 9,950
from AUD 11,950

Welcome to the finest collection of opera tours on offer in Australasia. Expect the best seats in the house
and experience the exhilaration of performances by leading artists in some of the world’s most iconic
opera houses. In the company of like-minded enthusiasts, discover more about the operas you love
from the insights and knowledge of our expert tour leaders.

Opera Garnier, Paris
© Guilhem Vellut/FlickrCC
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OPERA

OPERA

Staatsoper Unter den Linden © Max Lautenschläger

Paris

© Teatro Regio/Municipality of Parma

© Royal Opera House. Photo by Clive Barda

Easter at the Berlin State Opera

Opéra à la française

Opera Bellissima

Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg

FALSTAFF, PARSIFAL, HELIANE’S MIRACLE AND MORE

SUMMER OPERA IN PARIS, LYON AND AIX-EN-PROVENCE

MILAN, PARMA AND THE SOUTH OF ITALY

AT THE ARTS CENTRE MELBOURNE

with Scott Curry | 27 March – 03 April 2018 (8 days)

with Christopher Lawrence | 05–17 July 2018 (13 days)

with Mairi Nicolson | October 2018 (15 days)

with Heath Lees | (4 days)

Berlin’s annual Easter opera and music festival (‘Festtage’) will
return to its traditional location at Unter den Linden following
the much-anticipated reopening of the Berlin State Opera
House after a lavish seven-year renovation.

Pack your bags for a fortnight of grand opera and music in the
cultural centres of France – in the glorious northern summer.

From the north to the south, traverse Italy for peerless
operatic performances in the country that can claim to have
invented the art form.

Four tour dates available:

Organised by legendary conductor Daniel Barenboim, the 2018
festival highlights include Verdi’s Falstaff and Wagner’s Parsifal –
performed in the opera house.
In addition, attend a rare performance of Erich Wolfgang
Korngold’s opera, Heliane’s Miracle, at the Deutsche Oper,
a music theatre production, Adam’s Passion, and a chamber
music concert in Berlin’s stunning Konzerthaus.

AT A GLANCE:
• Attend Verdi’s Falstaff and Wagner’s Parsifal in the newly
reopened Berlin State Opera
• Experience the rarely-performed Korngold opera Heliane’s
Miracle at the Deutsche Oper
• Attend Adam’s Passion, a new music theatre production by
Robert Wilson and Arvo Part, and a chamber music concert
in Berlin’s Konzerthaus
• Enjoy a performance of the Staatskapelle Berlin and a duorecital featuring Martha Argerich and Daniel Barenboim
in the Berlin Philharmonie concert hall
• Listen to a series of pre-performance talks by an Australian
tour leader who is an accomplished musician and long-time
resident of Berlin

CODE OA1802

TOUR
PRICES
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 7,750
AUD 850

In the company of classical music broadcaster Christopher
Lawrence, begin your tour in Paris for performances by the
Paris National Opera of Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov, Verdi’s
Il trovatore, Donizetti’s comic Don Pasquale and a recital by
Polish tenor Piotr Beczala. Travel onward to stately Lyon for
Mozart’s magnificent Don Giovanni by the Lyon Opera.
Continue south to the heart of Provence for three full days
of sumptuous opera, recitals and chamber music at the
Aix-en-Provence Festival, whose 2018 program includes
Richard Strauss’s Ariadne auf Naxos (directed by Katie Mitchell),
Sergei Prokofiev’s dramatic The Fiery Angel and Henry Purcell’s
mighty Dido and Aeneas.

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy eight performances of opera and music in Paris, Lyon
and Aix-en-Provence
• Spend three full days at the prestigious and stimulating
Aix-en-Provence Festival
• Rediscover Paris and explore the French countryside, including
the Beaujolais and Provence wine regions
• Delight the palate with regional French cuisine, spending two
days in Lyon, ‘Food Capital of the World,’ and savour fine wine

CODE OA1804

TOUR
PRICES

PRELIM TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 12,950
AUD 3,250

Begin at Milan’s Teatro alla Scala, with performances of
Verdi’s lyric opera Ernani, and Mozart’s youthful, comic
La finta giardinera.
Then continue to Parma’s annual Verdi Festival for sumptuous
operatic performances of works by the father of grand opera,
before travelling onwards to other major centres of the art
form, tentatively including Turin, Naples and/or Palermo
(pending performance schedules, still to be announced).
In addition to glorious nights at the opera, savour the passionate
abundance of Italian life: art, architecture, fashion, shopping,
food and fine wine. La vita bella – e l’opera bellissima!

AT A GLANCE:
• Delight in a veritable feast of operas in some of Italy’s finest
opera houses
• Attend the annual Verdi Festival in Parma
• Take advantage of leisurely stays in Italy’s most beautiful and
cultured cities, with full and half-day excursions
• Indulge in the riches of food, wine and shopping that the great
cities of Italy have to offer

CODE OA1806

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 13,000
approx. AUD 2,500

12–15 November 2018
15–18 November 2018
17–20 November 2018
20–23 November 2018
In November 2018, Opera Australia will stage a spectacular
production of Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg at the
Arts Centre Melbourne to celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the opera’s premiere.

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy the best seats in the house in the State Theatre at the
Arts Centre Melbourne for Opera Australia’s Die Meistersinger
von Nürnberg
• Deepen your appreciation of Wagner’s work with a special
pre-performance talk with Professor Heath Lees, leading
international expert on Wagner
• Experience some of the artistic and cultural highlights of
Victoria’s vibrant capital city and surrounding areas
• Round out your stay with optional operas and concerts
presented by Opera Australia and the Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra

CODE OA1805

TOUR
PRICES
FROM

PROVISIONAL TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding airfares

from AUD 2,150
from AUD 400
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Experience the most beautiful and awe-inspiring music and dance
performances in some of the world’s greatest venues. Our music
and ballet itineraries present you with a superb program of ballet,
orchestral, chamber and solo music performances featuring the
world’s leading musicians and dancers.

OPER A
TOUR LEADERS

Christopher Lawrence

Scott Curry

Mairi Nicolson

Heath Lees

Christopher is presenter of
the Classic Drive program on
ABC radio. As a recording
producer he has been
awarded an International
Emmy for Performing Arts,
three Australian Record
Industry Association (ARIA)
Awards and a Churchill
Fellowship. He has worked
for the BBC and written
widely for publications in
Australia and the UK. He
has an Honorary Doctorate
in Communications from
the University of Central
Queensland.

Scott has studied piano and
violin at the Queensland
Conservatorium of Music,
and piano at the University
of the Arts in Berlin, where
he was a staff accompanist
for 23 years. He has lived
and worked in Europe
since 1980 as concert and
opera conductor for many
institutions and festivals.
In Australia he has held
posts at the opera houses
in Queensland, South and
Western Australia.

Mairi’s long career as a
broadcaster for the ABC
and BBC has taken her from
the Sydney Opera House to
New York’s Avery Fischer
Hall, from the Royal Albert
Hall London to Hamer Hall,
Melbourne. She presents
a range of afternoon radio
programs for ABC Classic
FM including The Opera Show,
Music Makers and local and
international orchestral
concerts, and broadcasts for
Opera Australia.

Heath is Emeritus Professor
of Music at Auckland
University, and divides his
year between New Zealand
and France. He has presented
many TV arts programs,
including the music series
Opus, and the arts show
Kaleidoscope. The founder
of the Wagner Society of
New Zealand, he has lectured
on music in general, and
Wagner in particular, in
the UK, France, Portugal,
Australia, New Zealand
and US.

MUSIC & BALLET
MUSIC & BALLET
TOUR LEADERS
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Frédérique Barbier

Damien Beaumont

Marshall McGuire

Dr Rosamund Bartlett

Frédérique has been showing
off the wonders of her
home town, New York City,
to visitors for the past 15
years. Born in Switzerland,
she studied comparative
literature, philosophy and
opera in the US and Germany
and has a keen interest in
architecture, history and
culture. A licensed tour
guide in New York and
Washington, DC, she is
fluent in French, German,
Italian and Spanish.

Damien, who joined the
ABC in 1999, currently
presents ABC-Classic FM’s
Evenings from Monday to
Thursday. His programs have
led to the release of three
CDs. The host of many of the
network’s direct broadcasts
from the Sydney Opera
House and other concert
venues around Australia, he is
in demand as a guest speaker
and performing narrator, and
has presented concerts and
other events on ABC TV.

Acclaimed Australian harpist
Marshall has performed as
a soloist with the Australian
Chamber, English String,
Les Talens Lyriques, Australian
Brandenburg, Melbourne
Symphony and Australia
Ensemble orchestras. He is
currently Head of Artistic
Planning at Melbourne Recital
Centre. Playing music in
exotic, beautiful locations is
his passion. He has performed
in caves, on the beach at
Orpheus Island and in a
12th century chapel in Wales.

Rosamund completed her
doctorate at Oxford, and is
the author of biographies of
Tolstoy and Chekhov, and
translator of their works.
A musicologist who has
written on art, music and
literature for publications
such as The Financial Times,
Apollo and the programs of
the Royal Opera House, she
currently divides her time
between Oxford and Sydney.
She speaks several languages
and has travelled extensively
throughout Europe.

Lucerne Festival Orchestra
© Stefan Deuber/Lucerne Festival

MUSIC AND BALLET

MUSIC AND BALLET

New York City Ballet. Photo by Paul Kolnik © 2016

Tanglewood Festival at dusk. Photo: Stu Rosner

Lake Lucerne, Switzerland

Edinburgh City and Castle

New York Spring Ballet Spectacular

Tanglewood, Marlboro and
Glimmerglass Festivals

Music in the Mountains

The Edinburgh Festival 2018

NEW YORK CITY BALLET & THE AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE

MASSACHUSETTS, VERMONT AND UPSTATE NEW YORK

VERBIER, DAVOS AND LUCERNE FESTIVALS

A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC, THEATRE, OPERA AND DANCE

with Frédérique Barbier | 16–27 May 2018 (12 days)

with Damien Beaumont | 01–13 August 2018 (13 days)

with Marshall McGuire | 01–14 August 2018 (14 days)

with Rosamund Bartlett | 20–27 August 2018 (8 days)

America’s cultural capital comes alive as the New York City
Ballet and American Ballet Theatre perform their spring
programs simultaneously at the city’s renowned Lincoln Center
– a ‘perfect storm’ for lovers of this form of dance.

In summer, New England comes alive with the best of opera,
symphonic, chamber and choral music at the Tanglewood,
Marlboro and Glimmerglass festivals.

Experience music-making as breathtaking as the scenery at the
crème de la crème of European summer music festivals.

Join us in 2018 for Scotland’s crowning artistic celebration – the
Edinburgh International Festival – where opera, music, theatre
and dance bring boisterous celebration to the Scottish capital.

From the New York City Ballet, enjoy a range of performances
tentatively including tributes to award-winning choreographer
Jerome Robbins and George Balanchine’s ever-popular version
of Delibes’ comic ballet Coppélia.
The American Ballet Theatre is due to announce its program in
October 2017.
All the while, delight in the joyous energy of New York in
the spring – a city of art, shopping, fine food and stunning
architecture. An unforgettable experience!

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy up to eight performances by the New York City Ballet
and the American Ballet Theatre
• Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of choreographer
Jerome Robbins with a series of ballet tributes to his work
for the stage and screen (performances to be confirmed in
October 2017)
• Revel in Balanchine’s Coppélia performed by the very company
that originated this classic – the New York City Ballet
• Visit some of the artistic and cultural highlights of New York,
including a selection of the city’s world-class museums and
galleries

CODE AB1801

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
12

PRELIM TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 10,500
approx. AUD 3,000

Begin in the great cultural and historic centre of Boston before
travelling to the Marlboro Festival in leafy Vermont where
brilliant musicians perform together under the directorship
of Mitsuko Uchida. Continue to the energetic Tanglewood
Festival in western Massachusetts, where the Boston Symphony
Orchestra and visiting artists perform symphonic, chamber,
choral, theatre, jazz and contemporary music.
In upstate New York, visit Francesca Zambello’s Glimmerglass
Festival, one of the USA’s largest summer opera events, before
concluding your journey in New York City for a farewell dose of
fine music.
(Performance schedules to be announced late 2017/early 2018).

AT A GLANCE:

In glorious alpine and lakeside settings, enjoy a stellar line-up of
orchestras, conductors and soloists at the Verbier and Lucerne
Festivals, Switzerland’s most prestigious classical music events.
Think of stars like Leonidas Kavakos, Mischa Maisky, Evgeny
Kissin, Joshua Bell and Daniil Trifonov who regularly perform
at Verbier, and conductors such as Riccardo Chailly, Bernard
Haitink and Daniel Barenboim who lead the Lucerne Festival
Orchestra, the Lucerne Festival Academy orchestra and others.
In between, spend four days at the Davos Chamber Music
Festival, where gifted young musicians are invited each year to
perform in continually-changing chamber music formations.
Between performances, relax, refresh and invigorate in the
glorious Swiss Alps, marvel at the beauty of Lake Lucerne and
enjoy jaw-dropping scenery on the Glacier Express.

• Discover new classical music talent at the Marlboro Festival,
which matches young artists with the likes of Yo-Yo Ma, James
Levine and Richard Stoltzman

AT A GLANCE:

• Attend a range of concerts at the Tanglewood Festival, which
in past years has included performers such as Daniil Trifonov
and Anne-Sophie Mutter playing everything from Tchaikovsky
to Copland

• Meet the next generation of rising stars at the Davos Chamber
Music Festival

• Enjoy opera at the Glimmerglass Festival, where artistic
director Francesca Zambello stages rarely performed operas
on the shores of Otsego Lake

CODE ML1802

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT/NOV 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 12,500
approx. AUD 3,000

• Experience music making of the highest calibre at the Verbier
and Lucerne Festivals

• Enjoy a day on Switzerland’s famed Glacier Express, the narrow
gauge train that runs along the UNESCO World Heritage-listed
Rhaetian Railway through Albula and Bernina

Founded in the aftermath of the Second World War ‘to provide
a platform for the flowering of the human spirit,’ the Edinburgh
International Festival has grown to become one of the world’s
leading international performing arts festivals, showcasing a
range of performances from the classical to the contemporary.
While the 2018 program will only be announced in March,
previous festivals have featured the likes of Mitsuko Uchida,
Daniil Trifonov, Bryn Terfel, John Eliot Gardiner, the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra, Barry Humphries and Sigur Ros to
name a few, and works from Sophocles to Shakespeare and
Shostakovich to Sibelius.

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy at least 10 world-class performances ranging from opera
and music to theatre and dance in Scotland’s vibrant capital city
(performances to be announced in early 2018)
• Experience many of the highlights of Edinburgh with visits to
the Royal Botanic Garden, the Scottish National Gallery of
Modern Art and the Royal Yacht Britannia
• Visit the ancestral estate of Australia’s first Governor-General,
the stunning Hopetoun House in Queensferry, built in the
18th century in the style of an English landscape park

• Marvel at the magnificent scenery of verdant valleys and
pristine alpine lakes

CODE ML1801

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 12,000
approx. AUD 3,000

CODE ML1803

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 6,950
approx. AUD 2,000

13

ART
&

Be inspired by our tours to some of the world’s most intriguing destinations. Guided by art experts from
Australia’s leading cultural institutions, including the Art Gallery of New South Wales, this collection
of tours will stimulate and delight, whether you simply appreciate the arts or are a seasoned connoisseur.

CULTURE
Claudia Chan Shaw

Kenneth Park

Lorraine Kypiotis

Liz Gibson

A fashion designer, television
and radio presenter, author,
public speaker, collector and
artist, Claudia contributes
to design and collecting
publications, has curated
fashion exhibitions and been
an ABC presenter. She is the
current curator of the City of
Sydney’s Chinese New Year
Festival, and led the popular
Members tours ‘Art Deco to
Art Now: China’ in 2015 and
‘Art Deco to Art Now: Miami
& Cuba’ in 2017.

Kenneth works as a lecturer,
curator, tour leader, presenter
and fundraiser. He is also
Curator of Collections at
Wesley College Melbourne
where he manages an extensive
art collection. His passion for
the arts spans architecture,
history, travel, food, wine,
and good conversation. An
inveterate traveller making
several international trips a
year, he lives by the motto,
‘Life is a grand tour, so make
the most of it’.

Lorraine is passionate about
art, life and travel – and
equally enthusiastic about
sharing her knowledge.
Currently a lecturer in the
Department of Art History
at the National Art School
in Sydney, she is a popular
guest lecturer at the Art
Gallery of NSW. She holds a
Master of Arts in Renaissance
Studies from the University
of Sydney, is studying for a
PhD, and travels extensively
through Europe.

Liz has been professionally
involved with the Art Gallery
of NSW for many years, as a
Senior Co-ordinator of Public
Programs, and currently as
Co-ordinator of the Art Gallery
Society World Art Tours
Program. She lectures on
broad-ranging aspects of
art, architecture and cultural
history. An experienced tour
leader, she has led many
Members’ tours to Russia,
Germany, Eastern Europe,
Central Asia and the Caucasus.

Judy Roberts

Jonathan Biggins

Jaime Tsai

John McBride AM

Christopher Allen

An Honours graduate in
Classical Archaeology at the
University of Sydney, Judy is
passionate about the ancient
cultures of the Mediterranean,
having led many tours of
Greece, Turkey and Cyprus.
She is fascinated by ancient
life and its connectedness
with religion and mythology,
in architecture, ritual and
everyday life. Travelling with
Judy you’ll taste everything
from street food and market
delicacies to regional
specialties in restaurants.

Jonathan is an actor, writer
and director who has acted
for all the state theatre and
opera companies – recent
credits include Travesties and
Orpheus in the Underworld.
He won a Helpmann Award
for his direction of the musical
‘Avenue Q’ and wrote and
directed the Sydney Theatre
Company’s Talk, which
premiered in 2017. He is
a regular contributor to
Good Weekend magazine
and former ABC host.

Jaime is an art historian
who lectures in modern and
contemporary art at the
department of Art History
and Theory at the National
Art School in Sydney. She
completed her PhD at the
University of Sydney on
the French-American artist
Marcel Duchamp. A frequent
guest lecturer at the Art
Gallery of NSW and Museum
of Contemporary art, she
has curated three exhibitions
over the past five years.

After studying in Japan and
Australia, John began his
career at the AustraliaJapan Research Centre,
ANU, before joining Ansett
Australia to establish flights
into Osaka, Japan. Later
he was Chief Executive of
News Corporation in Japan.
Returning to live in Sydney
in 2003, he has continued
his interest in matching texts
about ancient, natural, and
contemporary history with
his walking tours, in Australia
and Japan.

Christopher is an art critic
and historian who graduated
from the University of Sydney,
has a PhD, worked at the
Collège de France in Paris
and currently lectures at
the National Art School in
Sydney. He is the author
of Art in Australia: From
Colonization to Postmodernism,
French Painting in the Golden
Age and other books. He is
now national art critic for
The Australian.

Brian Ladd

Joyce Morgan

Ron Ramsey

Claudia Hyles

Julian Droogan

Brian is president of the
Art Gallery Society of New
South Wales and a specialist
in European and Australian
sculpture who brings a broad
knowledge and enthusiasm to
the study of art. From 1996
to 2010, he led the Public
Programs department at the
Art Gallery of NSW. He has
led many tours to Europe
and the US, having particular
interest in the art of the
Iberian Peninsula.

Joyce is a journalist and
author of Journeys on the Silk
Road and a biography of artist
Martin Sharp. She has also
written on arts and culture
for 20 years, having been a
former arts editor of The
Sydney Morning Herald and a
Getty Art Journalism Fellow
whose work still appears
in a variety of mainstream
newspapers. She has led
tours and travelled widely
in Asia.

After three years at the
National Gallery of Victoria
and 14 years at the National
Gallery of Australia, Ron
was based in Washington
as Australia’s Cultural
Attaché. He was Director of
Newcastle Art Gallery from
2007 to 2014 and is currently
Executive Director of the
Art Gallery Society of NSW.
He came to Sydney from
Melbourne where he was
development manager at the
Ian Potter Museum.

For Claudia, it was love at first
sight when she visited India
in 1968. An abiding fondness
for the culture, history and
gardens of South Asia has
motivated her to write many
articles on the subject, as well
as books including And the
Answer is a Pineapple: The King
of Fruit in Folklore. Now based
in Canberra, she regularly
leads tours throughout the
Subcontinent.

Julian is Senior Lecturer in the
Faculty of Arts at Macquarie
University where he teaches
in Asia-Pacific Studies,
Religion and Politics and
International Studies. He has
written books on archaeology
and Asian history as well as
the role of religion in politics
and international relations.
His tours include a focus on
the art and archaeology of a
region along with its cultural
and architectural heritage.

TOUR LEADERS
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Labrang Monastery, Xiahe © James Cao
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The Chrysler Building © Mia Felicita Bertelli/FlickrCC

Mendicant musician playing the guimbri © Ahron de Leeuw/FlickrCC

Andrea Mantegna (1431–1506) The Court of Gonzaga.
Palazzo Ducale, Mantua [Public Domain] WikiCommons

Gergeti Trinity Church, Kazbegi, Georgia

Art Deco to Art Now: New York

From the Sahara to the Sea

The Riches of Eastern Italy

A Road Less Travelled

STYLE, DESIGN, OPERA AND THEATRE

ART, CULTURE AND LANDSCAPES OF MOROCCO

PALACES, POWER AND PATRONAGE

ARMENIA, GEORGIA AND AZERBAIJAN

with Claudia Chan Shaw | 05–14 January 2018 (10 days)

with Kenneth Park | 11–25 March 2018 (15 days)

with Lorraine Kypiotis | 24 April – 06 May 2018 (13 days)

with Liz Gibson | 18 May – 05 June 2018 (19 days)

Continuing her sold-out series ‘Art Deco to Art Now,’ Australian
fashion designer and TV presenter Claudia Chan Shaw turns
her attention to New York City, America’s pulsating hub of
commerce, finance, art and entertainment, renowned also for
its rich heritage of Art Deco and embrace of the Jazz Age.

Join Kenneth Park as he traverses the Kingdom of Morocco,
from the bustling souqs of Marrakesh, across the Atlas
Mountains to the sands of the Sahara in Erfoud, and back to
the Mediterranean port of Tangier.

Explore Padua, Ravenna, Bologna and beyond as Eastern Italy
reveals its Byzantine and Renaissance treasures.

Discover where Europe and Asia meet, and explore the
spectacular landscapes of three distinct nations – Armenia,
Georgia and Azerbaijan.

On this ten-day tour, see, experience and marvel at New York’s
most identifiable architectural style. Begin with a fresh look
at well-known landmarks such as the elegant Art Deco-style
Chrysler Building and the 56-storey Chanin Building, a brick
and terra-cotta masterpiece completed in 1929.
Discover hidden gems on the island of Manhattan and in the
boroughs of Queens and the Bronx, pulsatingly diverse and
renowned incubator of musical styles (including hip hop),
and beyond.

Follow in the footsteps of medieval camel caravans as you make
your way to the Grand Market of Marrakesh, with its snake
charmers, peddlers and magicians.
Cross the High Atlas Mountains and travel to the desert towns
of Ouarzazate and Erfoud before turning north again to Fez,
whose madrasas and ancient university have seen it dubbed
‘the Athens of Africa’. Visit the artisan workshops of Tetouan
and uncover the unconventional literary heritage of Tangier,
haunt of Tennessee Williams and William S. Burroughs, before
venturing down the Atlantic Coast to the capital, Rabat.

Then come right up to date with the art and architecture
of today, visit the city’s most fascinating museums, stroll
among the lights of Broadway and attend glittering shows,
enjoy informative guided day tours, see Puccini’s Tosca at the
Metropolitan Opera House and more.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:
• Stay 10 days in Manhattan, the heart of New York City

• Experience the Valley of a Thousand Kasbahs, where
abandoned Berber citadels recede into the desert sands

• Discover the extraordinary Art Deco heritage of Manhattan,
Queens and the Bronx

• Visit a 14th century madrasa in Fez, medieval capital of the
Sultanate of Morocco

• Visit the 16th century tombs and palaces of Marrakesh, and
stroll through the bustling Jemaa el-Fnaa
• Visit the Marrakesh Biennale of contemporary art, now in its
seventh showing

• Embark on two special full-day tours, crafted exclusively for
Renaissance Tours by the Art Deco Society of New York

• Explore Tetouan’s World Heritage-listed medina and its artisan
bronze workers, and the cosmopolitan port of Tangier

• Attend Puccini’s Tosca at the Metropolitan Opera House

• Conclude in Rabat, once the den of Barbary corsairs, now a
thriving capital

• Catch up on the new Whitney Museum, the Highline and MoMA
• Enjoy the iconic Broadway show Chicago and a performance
‘off Broadway’

CODE AG1801

TOUR
PRICES
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TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 8,500
AUD 1,500

CODE AG1818

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,650
AUD 2,500

Discover Padua, a city whose 14th century Scrovegni Chapel
contains a masterful series of frescos by Giotto, and Ferrara,
which is still surrounded by more than nine kilometres of
original medieval walls.
In Ravenna, last capital of the Western Roman Empire, admire
the Byzantine mosaics of the Basilica di San Vitale. Continue to
Urbino, where the 15th century palace of Duke Federico III da
Montefeltro houses one of the world’s greatest collections of
Renaissance art, and travel via the tiny independent Republic of
San Marino to red-roofed Bologna, home of the oldest university
in the world and the largest Gothic church ever constructed.

AT A GLANCE:
• Admire Giotto’s frescos in Padua, containing one of the firstever depictions of a kiss in art, and cruise down the Brenta
River past Baroque villas
• Marvel at works by Raffaello, Tiziano, Paolo Uccello and
Piero della Francesca in one of the greatest collections of
Renaissance art
• Gaze on the glittering Byzantine mosaics of Ravenna,
commissioned by Emperor Justinian the Great in the
6th century
• Wander through Ferrara, home of the 14th century castle
of the Este family
• Explore the world’s largest Gothic church in Bologna, and
visit the quaint mountain-top microstate of the Republic of
San Marino

CODE AG1803

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,750
AUD 1,500

Set between the Black and Caspian Seas, and surrounded by
the old empires of Russia, Persia and Turkey, the peoples of the
Caucasus have developed proud, independent traditions, with a
rich and complex mix of religion, language and art that has fired
the imagination of travellers for centuries.
Discover the ancient Byzantine monasteries and churches of
Armenia, wander through the golden treasures in the galleries
and museums of Georgia, and explore the old palaces, mosques,
and markets in Azerbaijan. Enjoy the fascinating blend of ancient
tradition and contemporary cosmopolitan life in the three
capital cities of Yerevan, Tbilisi and Baku.

AT A GLANCE:
• Wend your way through changing landscapes, from rugged
mountains and snow-capped peaks to lush valleys, lakes and
semi-arid deserts
• Enjoy the treasures of Caucasian archaeology, art and culture
in the region’s museums and galleries
• Discover 12th century frescoes in an impressive monastic
cave complex
• Explore the remains of a medieval castle and visit sites of
ancient petroglyphs
• Wander through Persian palaces and mosques where the
Caucasus meets the Silk Road
• Visit the region where grapes were first fermented into wine
8,000 years ago

CODE AG1816

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,750
AUD 2,400
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The Acropolis overlooking the city of Athens

© Photo: Cylla von Tiedemann / Stratford Festival 2017

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater
© Carol M. Highsmith WikimediaCC

Copenhagen Harbour

The Golden Ages of Greece

Behind The Scenery

The Pursuit of Freedom

Art, Architecture and Design
in Scandinavia

FROM MINOAN CRETE TO CLASSICAL ATHENS

THEATRE, ART AND MUSIC IN CANADA

MODERN ART AND ARCHITECTURE IN AMERICA

DENMARK AND NORWAY, WITH POST-TOUR TO ICELAND

with Judy Roberts | 23 May – 07 June 2018 (16 days)

with Jonathan Biggins | 08–18 June 2018 (11 days)

with Jaime Tsai | 21 June – 05 July 2018 (15 days)

with Rosamund Bartlett | July/August 2018 (15 days)

Explore the very birthplace of Western culture, tracing its rise
from the island of Crete to the Peloponnese peninsula, the
region of Phocis and city of Athens.

Join actor, writer and director Jonathan Biggins for a feast of theatre,
music, ballet and art including a week at Canada’s two internationallyrecognised theatre festivals – the Shaw and Stratford festivals.

Visit the fascinating Minoan palace complex of Knossos on Crete,
also famous for being the site where the mythical king and founder
of Athens, Theseus, slew the fabled half-man, half-bull Minotaur.

In Canada’s cultural capital of Toronto, enjoy a performance
by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and innovative
contemporary ballet by the National Ballet of Canada, and visit
the nation’s foremost art galleries and museums. Then travel
to the charming towns of Niagara-on-the-Lake and Stratford
in Southern Ontario to revel in a wealth of Canadian and
international theatre at the Shaw and Stratford festivals, cultural
highlight of the Canadian summer.

Visit Chicago, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and New York, where
the 20th century cultural and philosophical movement known
as American Modernism – distinct and autonomous from
European taste and artistic conventions – produced unique
art and architecture that helped shape the world.

Simplicity, elegance and egalitarianism. These are the hallmarks
of Scandinavia’s fusion of sleek Modernism and a unique artistic
tradition that has given the world many 20th and 21st century
icons of art, architecture and design.

In the south of the country, discover the site of Olympia,
where Greeks came together to compete in the Olympic
Games in classical times, then wander the wealthy ancient
city of Corinth. Seek out the Oracle at Delphi, site of the
fourth-century BC Temple of Apollo. Arrive in Athens where
Greek culture reached its zenith at the magnificent Acropolis,
a citadel overlooking the city that contains the remains of
ancient buildings of great architectural and historic significance,
including the Parthenon.

AT A GLANCE:
• In Athens explore the Acropolis and Acropolis Museum, the
Archaeological Museum, the Agora and the ancient cemetery
of Kerameikos, as well as nearby Cape Sounion

Take advantage of an optional pre-tour starting in Vancouver
and then crossing the Canadian Rockies on board the famous
Rocky Mountaineer train to Banff and Lake Louise.

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy the best of contemporary and classic theatre with three
days at the Shaw Festival on Lake Ontario and three days at the
Stratford Festival – attending three plays in each festival

• Wander through the Minoan palaces of Crete, and the town of
Chania

• Experience the finest of Canadian music and ballet with
performances by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and
National Ballet of Canada

• Trace Mycenaean civilisation at the palace ruins of Mycenae and
Tyrins

• Explore Canada’s greatest art galleries and museums in the
vibrant city of Toronto

• Explore Delphi and the ancient Peloponnesian cities of Corinth
and Olympia

• Optional pre-tour on the world-famous Rocky Mountaineer
train boarding in Vancouver, and cresting the Canadian Rockies
visiting Banff National Park and the stunning turquoise-coloured
Lake Louise

• Visit the site of the Battle of Marathon where the Athenians
repulsed the Persians in 490 BC

CODE AG1807

TOUR
PRICES

18

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,850
AUD 1,850

CODE AG1808

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 8,750
AUD 1,850

Immerse yourself in some of the world’s most iconic urban
landscapes, including the historic skyscrapers of Chicago
and the Chrysler and Empire State Buildings in New York.
Explore some of the most famous galleries and museums and
greatest collections in each city to enjoy masterpieces of the
modernist age.

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore icons of Modernist architecture in Chicago and
Pittsburgh with visits to Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House and
Falling Water, and Mies van der Rohe’s Farnsworth House
• Come face to face with American masterpieces by James
McNeill Whistler, John Singer Sargent, Mary Cassatt, Alfred
Stieglitz, Georgia O’Keeffe and Man Ray at the Chicago Institute
of Art, the Barnes Museum and the Frick Museum
• Beat the crowds with a private tour of the Museum of Modern
Art in New York before it opens to the public
• Traverse the wide fields of Upstate New York’s Storm King
outdoor sculpture park and be surprised by Minimalism
and Land Art at Dia:Beacon, the museum for the Dia Art
Foundation’s collection of art from the 1960s to the present

CODE AG1811

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 12,950
Single supplement*
AUD 2,750
Excluding international airfares
Including airfares within USA (Economy class)

Immerse yourself in the design and creativity of some of this
historical and cultural region’s most brilliant and famed designers
and artists and embark on spectacular train and ferry trips. Take
an optional additional tour to exotic Iceland and experience the
remarkable nation’s rich artistic and cultural heritage.

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore Copenhagen’s artistic history in the Danish capital’s
museums and galleries, from the Neoclassical sculpture of Bertel
Thorvaldsen to the Modernist interior design of Arne Jacobsen
• Discover Denmark’s design centre of Arhus, European Capital of
Culture in 2017, and visit the Jorn Utzon Centre in Alborg
• Wander through the traditional wooden architecture in Oslo’s
outdoor Norsk Folkemuseum and visit Astruptunet, home of
Norwegian painter Nikolai Astrup
• Travel on Norway’s 20-kilometre-long Flam Railway, dubbed the
world’s most beautiful train journey, and take a ferry across the
fjords from Balestrand to Bergen
• In Bergen, surrounded by mountains and fjords, stroll along the
World Heritage-listed docks and warehouses where Hanseatic
merchants once traded grain and fish
• Take advantage of an optional post-tour to explore the artistic
heritage of Iceland

CODE AG1806

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 12,500
approx. AUD 2,750
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James Turrell, House of Light. Photo: Tsutomu Yamagda

The Blue Arch of a Mosque in Isfahan © David Stanley/FlickrCC

Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao © Fergus Tuomey/FlickrCC

Silk Road Bactrian Camels © Joyce Morgan

Hidden Art Spaces
of Northern Japan

Persian Paradox

Iberian Mosaic

Journey Along the Silk Road

TOKYO TO SAPPORO

FROM ANCIENT PERSEPOLIS TO MODERN IRAN

PORTUGAL, GALICIA AND THE BASQUE COUNTRY

XI’AN TO KASHGAR

with John McBride AM | 04–18 September 2018 (15 days)

with Christopher Allen | 25 Sep – 08 Oct 2018 (14 days)

with Brian Ladd | 21 Sep – 06 Oct 2018 (16 days)

with Joyce Morgan | 07–29 October 2018 (23 days)

Discover some of the intricacies of art in Northern Japan,
where traditional culture rubs shoulders with sleek modernity.

From Tehran in the north to Isfahan and Yazd in the centre
and Shiraz in the south, explore the extraordinary historical,
archaeological and cultural legacy of ancient Persia in modern Iran.

From the rugged Atlantic coast of Portugal to the shores of
Spain’s Bay of Biscay, embark on a journey across the western
and northern parts of the Iberian Peninsula.

Few countries can boast such an illustrious past as Iran,
encompassing the glory of Persepolis, the beauty of Shiraz and
the magnificence of Isfahan. However, today’s Iran also presents
a paradox with the latest fashions, Western education, shopping
malls and the private lives of many citizens seemingly at odds
with the tenets of the 1979 Revolution.

Discover the proud traditions of the gracious city of Lisbon,
whose churches and museums display the opulence of an
empire which once stretched from Brazil to Macau. Take a sip
of Porto, Portugal’s most important regional city and the origin
of its most famous and venerable export – port wine.

Follow the 2,000-year-old Silk Road trade routes through the
ancient cities, Buddhist monasteries and bustling bazaars of
western China which still throng with traders from across Asia.
From Xi’an, China’s ancient capital where the Chinese Empire
was born, travel west to the monasteries of ‘Little Tibet’ in the
charming town of Xiahe, surrounded by towering mountains.

Explore Hokkaido, Japan’s most northerly and sparsely populated
island, and home to the Ainu, whose artwork is inspired by their
volcanic surroundings. Visit outdoor sculpture parks around
Sapporo where works of bronze, stone and concrete are in
dialogue with their natural environment. In Honshu, Japan’s
largest and most densely populated island, wander through
the Echigo-Tsumari Art Fields, where sculptures are exhibited
in fields, houses and abandoned buildings under the satoyama
philosophy of integrating man and nature. Explore the modern
metropolis of Tokyo, where traditional and contemporary art
sit side-by-side at the heart of Japanese culture.

AT A GLANCE:
• Learn about the rich artistic culture of Hokkaido’s Ainu people,
and how it contrasts with the Japanese culture of Honshu and
the other islands
• Wander through outdoor sculpture parks around Sapporo,
including Moerenuma Park, a former rubbish dump
• Explore the Echigo-Tsumari Triennale, visiting ‘Australia House’
and the James Turrell ‘House of Light’ in the art fields of
Echigo-Tsumari
• Discover Tokyo’s fascinating combination of traditional woodblock printing and cutting-edge contemporary art in museums
and private galleries
• Immerse yourself in Japan’s culinary culture, enjoy regional
specialities, seasonal dishes and Michelin-star dining

CODE AG1814

TOUR
PRICES

20

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 12,750
Single supplement*
AUD 2,750
Excluding international airfares
Including airfares within Japan (Economy class)

Join Christopher Allen, classical scholar and art critic of The Australian,
for an in-depth journey through this fascinating country, from its
ancient past to its fast-changing present and future.

AT A GLANCE:
• Gain an in-depth insight into Tehran, the dynamic political,
economic and cultural capital of the country, and witness
the social and cultural changes taking place in modern Iran
• Be enchanted by the poetic Shiraz, ‘the City of Nightingales
and Roses’
• Visit the extraordinary ancient sites of Persepolis, Pasargad
and Naqsh-i-Rustam, and discover the lesser known world of
the Sassanian Dynasty emperors
• Explore the mud-brick city of Yazd, where the Zoroastrians still
tend their sacred fires and 18th century ‘wind towers’ cool the
buildings of the old city
• Discover the stunning gardens, bazaars and mosques of
Isfahan, whose expansive central square inspired the proverb
‘Isfahān nesf-e Jahān’ – ‘Isfahan is Half the World’

CODE AG1822

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT/NOV 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 10,500
approx. AUD 2,000

Join the faithful who have trodden the Camino de Santiago to
the twelve-hundred-year-old pilgrimage site of Santiago de
Compostela, the shrine where the remains of the apostle
St James are said to be buried. Explore Bilbao, heart of the
Basque Country, a vibrant city and major European art centre
whose distinctive culture adds another glittering tile to the
mosaic that is Iberia.

AT A GLANCE:
• Revel in the delights of the Portuguese capital Lisbon and the
medieval city of Belem, set at the mouth of the River Tagus,
where 16th century architecture rubs shoulders with some of
the world’s finest collections of traditional and modern art

Continue to the desert oasis of Dunhuang and the Mogao
Caves adorned with 1,500-year-old Buddhist statutes and
frescoes. Travel onward to Urumqi and Turpan in the lands
of the Uyghur Muslims, and end in the ancient city of Kashgar,
the great Silk Road crossroads and gateway to Central Asia.

AT A GLANCE:
• Marvel at the Terracotta Army in Xi’an, where 8,000 life-sized
sculptures of soldiers, horses and chariots testify to the power
of Emperor Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of unified China
• Explore Labrang Monastery in ‘Little Tibet,’ where Buddhism
followers can learn the essence of their creed and where
Tibetan, Mongolian and Chinese cultures meet
• In the Gobi Desert, visit the painted Mogao Caves, the world’s
greatest gallery of Buddhist art

• Explore the winding lanes of Porto’s Ribeira District, whose
orange-roofed buildings stretch along the gentle Douro River

• Visit the city of Jiayuguan, the ancient outpost that marks the
end of the Great Wall

• Admire the spectacular Romanesque cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela, culmination of the 800-kilometre pilgrimage along
the Camino de Santiago (the Way of St James)

• Travel to the Heavenly Lake of Tianshan near Urumqi, nearly
2,000 metres above sea level, where Kazakhs pitch their yurts
beside an azure alpine lake

• Visit the vibrant city of Bilbao, where the Frank Gehrydesigned Guggenheim Museum houses a treasure trove of
contemporary art and large-scale installations

• Wander through Kashgar’s Sunday Bazaar, which swells the
city’s population by 50,000 people every week as merchants
come to trade camels, horses, tea and textiles

CODE AG1817

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 10,250
AUD 2,700

CODE AG1805

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Including international airfares

AUD 12,750
AUD 1,650
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Temple of Lindian Athena on Rhodes

Malcolm Varon, Ghost Ranch, Patio, 2001 © Georgia O’Keeffe Museum

Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur © subetheric/FlickrCC

The Grand Mosque in Muscat

In the Realm of the Gods

Deep in the Art of Texas

Palaces, Pleasure-Domes & Gardens

The Frankincense Route

CYPRUS, RHODES AND ANCIENT IONIA

DALLAS, FORT WORTH, HOUSTON, SANTA FE

MUMBAI, RAJASTHAN, AGRA AND DELHI

OMAN AND ZANZIBAR

with Judy Roberts | 05–19 October 2018 (15 days)

with Ron Ramsey | 10–22 October 2018 (13 days)

with Claudia Hyles | 13–28 October 2018 (16 days)

with Julian Droogan | 16 October – 02 November 2018 (18 days)

In the homeland of the Greek gods Apollo, Artemis, Aphrodite
and Athena, explore the temples, monasteries and churches of
Cyprus, Rhodes and the coast of Asia Minor.

In America’s South West, in the bustling cities of Dallas, Fort Worth,
Houston and Santa Fe, lie some of the world’s greatest collections
of modern and contemporary art, sculpture and design.

Join us for a passage through India as we explore the country’s
gracious temples, spacious gardens, bustling markets and
magnificent palaces.

For three and a half thousand years, merchants have traded the
rich copper and gemstones of the islands of Cyprus and Rhodes
for the doughty timber of the eastern Mediterranean mainland.

Visit Dallas and Fort Worth, where philanthropists have donated
collections ranging from ancient to contemporary art from Asia,
Africa and Europe. Even the museum buildings themselves are
remarkable artistic creations by architects such as Renzo Piano,
Louis Kahn and Tadao Ando.

Discover the treasures of the subcontinent in the museums of
Mumbai, and immerse yourself in the nation’s finest modern
and contemporary art in public and private galleries. Wander
through the verdant gardens of Udaipur, and bask in the rosy
hue of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s ‘Pink City’. Admire Agra, where the
formal gardens of Mehtab Bagh gaze wistfully across the river
to the beautiful marble mausoleum of the Taj Mahal. Revel in
the glories of Delhi, where 17th century palaces contrast with
a lively 21st century city.

The Sultanate of Oman in the Persian Gulf presents an
extraordinary kaleidoscope of natural and man-made beauty:
deserts, mountains and beaches on the one hand, and striking
architecture, colourful textiles, intricate woodwork, jewellery
and pottery on the other. This peaceful nation has been one of
the major centres of Islamic culture for hundreds of years.

Join Judy Roberts to visit the edifices they raised in their wake –
magnificent shrines like the Sanctuary of Apollo on Cyprus (the
most important sacred site in the Greek world, revered as early
as 1500 BC), the Temple of Lindian Athena on Rhodes, and the
mighty ancient city of Ephesus on the Aegean coast.

Travel to Houston, home to a wealth of museum collections
spanning pre-Colombian and modern American art, traditional
art and Cubism, sculpture and design.

Visit distinctive Northern Cyprus, and in Southern Cyprus,
explore ornate painted churches which once served the Knights
of St John and the Knights Templar.

End in Santa Fe, where the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum houses
the world’s largest collection of this great American artist’s work.

AT A GLANCE:

• Visit the Dallas Arts District, including the Crow Asian Art
Museum, the Dallas Museum of Art and the Nasher Sculpture
Center

• Take in the great sweep of Mediterranean religions and
civilisations, visiting sites sacred to Apollo, Artemis, Athena and
Aphrodite, and more recently Christians and Muslims
• Explore the ruins of Ephesus, one of the great archaeological
sites of the ancient world, and the Archaeological Park in
Paphos on Cyprus (European Capital of Culture 2017)
• Enjoy a day tour to Northern Cyprus, including a visit to ruined
Bellapais Abbey in the village where British novelist Lawrence
Durrell wrote his prize-winning Bitter Lemons
• Delve into the ancient maritime history of the region in the
extraordinary Kyrenia Shipwreck Museum in Cyprus and the
Museum of Underwater Archaeology in Bodrum (formerly
Halicarnassus)

CODE AG1820

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES
22

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 8,500
approx. AUD 1,500

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore Fort Worth’s Cultural District and visit the Kimbell Art
Museum, Amon Carter Museum of American Art, the Modern
Art Museum and the National Cowgirl Museum
• Wander through the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, including
the Bayou Bend Collection, and the Rienzi House Museum
• Soak in the Cubist, Surrealist and Modernist art in Houston’s
Menil Art Museum, Cy Twombly Pavilion and Dan Flavin
Installation, and reflect at the inter-faith Rothko Chapel
• Explore Santa Fe’s Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, featuring the
artist’s New Mexico landscapes, flower and skull paintings, and
Modernist depictions

CODE AG1812

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 12,950
AUD 500

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore the magnificent Taj Mahal and the expansive Mehtab
Bagh garden located across the River Yamuna in Agra

The Sultanate’s 300-year rule over Zanzibar has left its indelible
mark on this Indian Ocean Island also, not least in the exotic
mix of Islamic and Swahili influences most notable in the island’s
so-called Stone Town. Winding alleys lead between bustling
bazaars, ancient mosques and grand houses with their brassstudded carved doorways. Zanzibar is unique in every respect,
from its cuisine to its fruit and spices, furniture styles, fabrics,
gorgeous hand-crafted artefacts and jewellery.

AT A GLANCE:

• Stay in luxury five-star palace-hotels, once home to maharajas
of the Princely States of India

• Discover the unique art, architecture and crafts of Oman and
explore the fascinating history of the country’s sultan dynasties

• Admire the stunning ‘Pink City’ of Jaipur and the ‘Blue City’ of
Jodhpur, Rajasthan’s twin cities famous for the predominant
hues of their old houses

• Travel across intriguing desert landscapes and enjoy stops at
refreshing oases

• Wander the mosques, citadels and markets of Delhi, where
the riches of traditional Indian art and craft are gathered
from across the country, and explore the National Gallery of
Modern Art
• Visit the lush Saheliyon ki Bari gardens in Udaipur, built by an
18th century maharana for his queen and her ladies-in-waiting

• Be awe-struck by the views from atop the Jebel Shams, the
highest point in eastern Arabia
• Explore the fascinating oasis city of Nizwa, once the capital of
Oman and now famous for its silver souq
• Be intoxicated by the sounds, smells and colours Zanzibar, of
one of the Indian Ocean’s most exotic islands

• Optional post-tour to Shimla, the charming city in the foothills
of the Himalayas

CODE AG1815

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 11,950
AUD 4,650

CODE AG1819

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

approx. AUD 10,000
approx. AUD 2,500
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GARDENS

Enjoy privileged access to some of the world’s most memorable public and private gardens.
You may be an avid horticulturalist or simply enjoy strolling through beautiful gardens. In the company of
our expert tour leaders – dedicated gardeners themselves – you will discover a whole new world of beauty.

Gardens of Villa Rufolo, Ravello

GARDENS

Kenroku-en, Kanazawa © cotara70s/FlickrCC

Gardens of the Amalfi Coast,
Sicily and Malta

Spring Gardens of Japan

ROME, CAPRI, POSITANO, TAORMINA AND VALLETTA

KYOTO, KANAZAWA AND HOKKAIDO

with Helen Young | 04–19 May 2018 (16 days)

with Jennifer Stackhouse | 30 May – 13 June 2018 (15 days)

The coastline of Italy’s Tyrrhenian Sea, gracefully easing down
from Rome to the Amalfi Coast, joins hands with the historic
Ionian islands of Sicily and Malta. For hundreds of years, travellers
have come to bask in the beauty of these shores, and have built
magnificent gardens to glorify this home of la dolce vita.

Follow the change from spring to summer as we travel northwards
through the great gardens of Honshu and Hokkaido, reveling in
a selection of gardens from the traditional to the contemporary.

AT A GLANCE:
• Visit Sorrento, Positano, Ischia and Capri, whose naturalistic
gardens overflow with verdant growth and colourful blossoms
• In Sicily, see gardens raised in the shadow of Mt Etna, and
wander through picturesque Taormina and Syracuse
• Explore the gardens and palaces of Malta, where gardens of
palm trees and succulents grow from the honey-coloured earth
• In Rome, visit the Pope’s private gardens at Castel Gandolfo,
newly opened to the public for the first time, as well as the
Vatican Gardens
• Optional post-tour to Gozo, Malta’s charming second island

TOUR LEADER

CODE GD1802

TOUR
PRICES
Kinkaku-ji, Kyoto
© Ray in Manilla/FlickrCC

AT A GLANCE:
• Marvel at some of Japan’s legendary gardens, including
Koke-dera Moss Temple, Kenroku-en and Arashiyama-Sagano
Bamboo Grove
• In Kyoto, stroll through Zen Buddhist temples and their
meticulously-maintained gardens of contemplation
• Discover contemporary garden design at Hokkaido’s
Moerenuma, Rokka-no-Mori and Daisetsu Mori-no Garden
• Gaze upon the Great Buddha of Tōdai-ji in Nara and the
1,000 gilt bronze images of the bodhisattva Kannon at
Sanjūsangen-dō in Kyoto
• Explore world-class museums, wander through ancient
alleyways and relax in traditional Japanese teahouses

TOUR LEADER

Helen Young

Jennifer Stackhouse

A horticulturist, garden writer, presenter and author,
Helen has led 20 tours to destinations such as
France, England, Italy, Spain, Croatia, Morocco,
Germany and Japan and, more locally, Western
Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand. She is well
known for her weekly columns in The Weekend
Australian, for being House and Garden magazine’s
garden writer for more than 10 years, and her
Saturday appearances on ABC 702 radio.

Jennifer made a big move from New South Wales
to a Federation house in the little village of
Barrington beneath Mt Roland in northwestern
Tasmania. She is the author of several gardening
books including Garden, which won a Book Laurel
for 2013, as well as The Organic Guide to Edible
Gardens, Planting Techniques and My Gardening Year,
which she wrote with her mother Shirley.

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 9,950
Single supplement*
AUD 1,750
Including airfares within Italy (Economy class)

CODE GD1806

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
AUD 11,250
Single supplement*
from AUD 1,350
Excluding international airfares
Including airfare within Japan (Economy class)
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GARDENS

SHORT BREAKS
This unique collection of tours is for those who are seeking a short break closer to home. Discover a selection
of journeys combining festivals, cultural activities and special events in Australia, New Zealand and Asia.

Cawdor Castle and gardens © Gerard Schmidt/FlickrCC

Supertree Grove, Gardens by the Bay © Jirka Matousek/FlickrCC

Great Gardens of Scotland

Singapore Garden Festival 2018

LOWLANDS, HIGHLANDS, HEBRIDES AND ORKNEYS

with Genevieve Jacobs | 04–18 June 2018 (15 days)

with Helen Young
20–25 July 2018 (6 days)

Join garden writer and broadcaster Genevieve Jacobs as she
traverses the romantic heartland of Caledonia at the peak of
the summer bloom, exploring the gardens of castles and manor
houses as well as private and botanical gardens.

Discover the luxuriant glory of the gardens of Singapore, from
botanic gardens and nature walks to 21st century urban gardens
and the Singapore Garden Festival, the most significant garden
show in the tropics.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore the gardens of the Duke of Argyll at Inveraray Castle,
overflowing with rhododendrons and azaleas

• Spend two days at Gardens by the Bay and the Singapore
Garden Festival, showcasing landscape, balcony and fantasy
gardens – and of course a wondrous display of orchids

• Visit the 18th century Dumfries House near Glasgow, former
residence of the Marquess of Bute, replete with a walled
garden and arboretum
• Travel to the water gardens of Dunvegan Castle on the Isle of
Skye, and wander through the Himalayan blooms of Arduaine
Garden in Argyll
• Stride like a proud Highland laird through the picturesque
Brahan Estate and the exotic subtropical garden of Inverewe
• Visit the Orkney Garden Festival, and see how the Orcadians
make their windswept islands bloom in the summertime

TOUR LEADER

CODE GD1803

TOUR
PRICES
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• Enjoy a luxurious 5-night stay in the 5 star Park Royal Hotel,
the ‘Hotel in a Garden’, whose balconies and walkways are
given over to verdant gardens
• Wander through the 82-hectare Singapore Botanic Gardens
and the National Orchid Garden, which boasts a collection of
cultivars named after visiting world leaders
• Traverse the green belts linking the city’s national parks, oases
of calm where Singaporeans come to walk with nature
• Cruise the Singapore River and observe the energetic modern
metropolis from the languid calm of a riverboat

TOUR LEADER

Genevieve Jacobs

Helen Young

Genevieve has been a prize-winning newspaper
journalist as well as a freelance writer for
gardening and fine arts magazines, covering
topics on history and design. Her passions include
the arts, gardens, the environment, history and
politics. She loves hearing people’s stories, and
since 2006 has presented a daily morning show
on 666 ABC radio Canberra. She has lectured
widely on artists and their gardens.

A horticulturist, garden writer, presenter and author,
Helen has led 20 tours to destinations such as
France, England, Italy, Spain, Croatia, Morocco,
Germany and Japan and, more locally, Western
Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand. She is well
known for her weekly columns in The Weekend
Australian, for being House and Garden magazine’s
garden writer for more than 10 years, and her
Saturday appearances on ABC 702 radio.

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 9,750
AUD 2,200

CODE GD1804

TOUR
PRICES

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

Per person, twin-share 
Single supplement*
Excluding international airfares

AUD 4,250
AUD 1,000

TarraWarra Museum of Art
Photo: John Gollings Photography

SHORT BREAKS

SHORT BREAKS

Australian String Quartet – Francesca Hiew (Violin),
Stephen King (Viola), Sharon Grigoryan (Violoncello),
Dale Barltrop (Violin). Photo: Jacqui Way.

Everglades Historic House & Gardens, Leura
© David Hill

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour La bohème
Photo courtesy of Opera Australia

Golden Season

Canberra © Steve Bittinger/FlickrCC

Adelaide Festival 2018

ASQ Weekend of Music
in Margaret River

Autumn Country Gardens
of New South Wales

Sydney Opera, Music and
Art Weekend

Autumn in the Monaro
and High Country

Canberra International
Music Festival

with Mairi Nicolson
06–12 March 2018 (6 days)

with Alan Dodge
06–10 April 2018 (5 days)

with Julie Kinney
23 April – 02 May 2018 (10 days)

with Damien Beaumont
12–15 April 2018 (4 days)

with Trisha Dixon
24–27 April 2018 (4 days)

with Genevieve Jacobs
27 April – 01 May 2018 (5 days)

Join us next March for the 2018 Adelaide
Festival, one of the world’s great art
events, featuring the new international
opera sensation Hamlet, fresh from its
premiere at Glyndebourne in the UK,
under the helm of Festival Co-Director
Neil Armfield AO.

Enjoy a weekend of chamber music at
its finest, performed in the picturesque
vineyards of Western Australia’s Margaret
River by the Australian String Quartet,
supported by renowned guest artists.
An exclusive, relaxing weekend
celebrating fine music, food and wine.

Amble through some of Australia’s most
beautiful gardens. In these magnificent
cool-climate surrounds, English design
finds a home in the Australian landscape.
At this time of the year, Autumn’s brush
paints the leaves gold and crimson, an
inspiring balm for the soul.

Experience the unique spectacle of
opera on Sydney Harbour, explore the
Sydney Biennale on Cockatoo Island,
enjoy concerts by the Sydney Symphony
Orchestra and the Australian Chamber
Orchestra with soprano Nicole Car.

Explore the historic homesteads,
private gardens and artists’ studios of
the Monaro Plateau at the height of its
autumnal glory, where art, horticulture
and history come together.

Spend four days at the Canberra
International Music Festival for a
wealth of fine music by Australian
and international musicians.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Spend five days at the Adelaide Festival,
including two days in the Adelaide Hills
listening to a specially curated program
of chamber music

• Enjoy four world-class chamber music
concerts held in wineries across the
Margaret River area

• Spend three nights at the HydroMajestic Hotel in the Blue Mountains

• Enjoy the best seats for Puccini’s
La bohème, 2018’s Handa Opera on
the Harbour

• Explore the historic houses and gardens
of the Monaro, including Hazeldean
Merino Stud, Michelago Station,
Curry Flat and Shirley

• Attend at least six performances in the
Canberra International Music Festival,
including the Opening Gala and music
ranging from established classical works
to exciting world premieres

Hamlet. Photo: Richard Hubert Smith

• Enjoy premium seats for all Festival
performances, including Glyndebourne’s
2017 opera Hamlet, a fresh take on
Shakespeare’s classic tragedy
• Enrich your appreciation of the Festival
performances with talks from your tour
leader, ABC broadcaster Mairi Nicolson

TOUR LEADER

• Meet the musicians of the Australian
String Quartet in an informal and
relaxed atmosphere
• Take a behind-the-scenes wine tour of
famous Leeuwin Estate and enjoy a taste
of its fine wines

TOUR LEADER

• Discover the private gardens of the
Southern Highlands, from Wildes
Meadow to Bundanoon, Bowral,
Mittagong and Berrima
• Explore the Everglades, designed by
Danish-born landscape gardener
Paul Sorensen, and spend a day in the
19th century gardens of Mount Wilson
• Travel to Orange via Crookwell, and
experience the hospitality of top local
horticulturalists

TOUR LEADER

• Visit the Sydney Biennale of
Contemporary Art on Cockatoo Island,
a converted naval shipyard originally
built by convicts in the 1840s

• Visit the gardens and studio of
renowned Australian contemporary
artist Imants Tillers

• Attend a concert by the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra at the Opera
House and a performance of the
Australian Chamber Orchestra with
soprano Nicole Car at City Recital Hall

• Enjoy a poignant commemoration of
ANZAC Day in Jindabyne

TOUR LEADER

TOUR LEADER

• Extend your experience with a tour
to the 2018 Canberra International
Music Festival, attending at least six
performances

• Enjoy pre-performance talks by your
tour leader, Genevieve Jacobs
• Warm up for the Festival by taking
advantage of our to the historic houses
and gardens of the Monaro, including
Hazeldean Merino Stud, Michelago
Station, Curry Flat and Shirley, and
the studio of renowned Australian
contemporary artist Imants Tillers
TOUR LEADER

Mairi Nicolson

Alan Dodge

Julie Kinney

Damien Beaumont

Trisha Dixon

Genevieve Jacobs

Mairi’s career as a broadcaster
has taken her from the Sydney
Opera House to New York
and the Royal Albert Hall
London. She presents radio
programs for ABC Classic FM.

Alan began his career at the
Portland Museum of Art in
Portland, Maine. He moved
to Australia in 1975 and was
subsequently appointed
Director of the Art Gallery
of WA.

A passionate gardener and
enthusiastic tour leader, Julie is
author of a book, The Garden
Wanderer, about the gardens of
her home in the Margaret River
region of Western Australia.

Damien, currently presents
ABC-Classic FM’s Evenings
from Monday to Thursday. He
is in demand as a guest speaker
and performing narrator, and
has presented concerts and
other events on ABC TV.

An experienced tour leader
in Australia and abroad,
Trisha Dixon is a writer
and photographer with
a passion for landscape,
literature, architecture,
design and history.

Prize-winning journalist and
broadcaster Genevieve is
passionate about the arts,
gardens, the environment,
history and politics. Since
2006 she has presented a daily
morning show on 666 ABC
radio Canberra.

CODE SB1801

CODE SB1809

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares
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• Sit down to superb gourmet meals
paired with specially selected Margaret
River wines

AUD 4,000
AUD 1,000

CODE GD1801

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE SEP/OCT 2017

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 3,000
AUD 450

CODE SB1802

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR
TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES
PRICES Single supplement
Excluding airfares
FROM

AUD 5,650
AUD 1,100

CODE SB1803A

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 2,450
AUD 500

CODE SB1803B

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 3,000
AUD 500

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE LATE 2017

APPROX
TOUR
PRICES

PP, twin-share 
Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 3,000
AUD 750
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SHORT BREAKS

SHORT BREAKS

Edward Hopper Gas, 1940 (detail)

Roy Lichtenstein Drowning Girl, 1963 (detail)

Conductor Asher Fisch with WASO.
Photo: Emma Van Dordrecht

© Shaana McNaught/Tourism NT

Auckland © Chris-McLennan/TNZ

Stonefields © Paul Bangay

Masterworks from MoMA
in Melbourne

Masterworks from MoMA
in Melbourne

Tristan und Isolde
in Perth

Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair

Auckland Art Fair

Spring Gardens of Victoria

Private viewing with Brian Ladd
14–18 June 2018 (5 days)

Private viewing with John McDonald
03–06 August 2018 (4 days)

with Alan Dodge AM
17–20 August 2018 (4 days)

with Wally Caruana
09–14 August 2018 (6 days)

with Ron Ramsey
22–26 May 2018 (5 days)

with Julie Kinney
24 Oct – 02 Nov 2018 (10 days)

Enjoy an exclusive private viewing of
outstanding works of modern art direct
from New York’s celebrated Museum of
Modern Art, together with visits to four
distinctive Victorian galleries.

Enjoy an exclusive private viewing of
outstanding works of modern art direct
from New York’s celebrated Museum of
Modern Art, together with visits to four
distinctive Victorian galleries.

Under the baton of Asher Fisch, the
West Australian Symphony Orchestra
continues its presentation of Wagner’s
masterpieces with the dramatic,
philosophical and profoundly influential
opera, Tristan und Isolde.

Travel to the world’s largest exhibition of
Indigenous Australian art in Darwin, and
experience the riches of Aboriginal rock
art in Kakadu National Park.

Travel to the dynamic Auckland Art Fair,
exhibiting works from across New Zealand
and the Pacific Rim, wander through
the sculptures of Gibbs Farm and visit
the captivating Colin McCahon House
Museum in Titirangi.

In the spring, blossoms bedeck the
charming towns of rural Victoria and
the gardens of Daylesford and Mount
Macedon, where Melburnians go to
escape summer heat among glorious
ferns, trees and waterways.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore the iconic collection of modern
and contemporary painting, sculpture,
printmaking and photography from
MoMA New York, in an exclusive
private viewing at the National Gallery
of Victoria

• Explore the iconic collection of modern
and contemporary painting, sculpture,
printmaking and photography from
MoMA New York, in an exclusive
private viewing at the National Gallery
of Victoria

• Enjoy the best seats in the house for
a concert performance of Wagner’s
magnificent Tristan und Isolde, under
renowned Wagner conductor
Asher Fisch

• Immerse yourself in Australia’s largest
annual gathering of Indigenous art and
artists

• Attend a VIP invitation-only preview of
the Auckland Art Fair 2018 and a dinner
with the directors and patrons of the
Fair before it opens

• Visit more than a dozen private gardens
in the Daylesford and Mount Macedon
areas and meet some of the gardeners

• Experience two important collections of
Australian modern and contemporary
art at Heide Museum of Modern Art
and the TarraWarra Museum of Art

• Experience two important collections of
Australian modern and contemporary
art at Heide Museum of Modern Art
and the TarraWarra Museum of Art

• Enjoy a performance of Berlioz’s
L’enfance du Christ by the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra

• Enjoy a performance of Saint-Saens’s
Great Organ Symphony, as well as
works by Liszt and Kodaly, by the
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

• Discover the Gold Rush town of York,
the oldest inland town in Western
Australia, whose 1890s architecture,
adapted and restored, still recalls the
energy of the state’s early days

TOUR LEADER

TOUR LEADER

TOUR LEADER

• Enjoy an evening performance at the
opera or symphony (performances to
be confirmed)

• Meet rising and established Indigenous
artists practising in a variety of media

• Explore Gibbs Farm where gigantic
sculptures are in dialogue with the
expansive backdrop of Kaipara Harbour

• Discover some of Australia’s – and the
world’s – most ancient art in the rock
paintings of Kakadu National Park

• In the McCahon House Museum, discover
artist Colin McCahon’s distinctive New
Zealand Modernist style

TOUR LEADER

TOUR LEADER

• Have a picnic at Hanging Rock, setting
for Peter Weir’s eponymous film
• Explore specialist nurseries at Frogmore
Gardens in Newbury, and at Lambley
in Ascot, a world leader in planting for
dry climates
• Enjoy a special tour of the historic 1930s
gardens and the working horse stud at
Swettenham Stud in Nagambie
• Go antiquing at the vast Newlyn Antiques
and Gardens complex
TOUR LEADER

Brian Ladd

John McDonald

Alan Dodge

Wally Caruana

Ron Ramsey

Julie Kinney

A specialist in sculpture, Brian
brings broad knowledge and
enthusiasm to the study of
art. He leads tours to Europe
and the US, having particular
interest in the art of the
Iberian Peninsula.

John is an art critic and former
Head of Australian Art at the
National Gallery. He is a busy
lecturer and author of several
books, with a longstanding
interest in China.

Alan began his career at the
Portland Museum of Art in
Portland, Maine. He moved
to Australia in 1975 and was
subsequently appointed
Director of the Art Gallery
of WA.

An independent art historian,
valuer and consultant
specialising in Indigenous
Australian art, Wally was the
first curator of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
art collection at the National
Gallery of Australia.

Australia’s former Cultural
Attaché to Washington DC,
and Director of Newcastle Art
Gallery from 2007 to 2014,
Ron is currently Executive
Director of the Art Gallery
Society of NSW.

A passionate gardener and
enthusiastic tour leader, Julie is
author of a book, The Garden
Wanderer, about the gardens of
her home in the Margaret River
region of Western Australia.

CODE AG1804

CODE SB1804

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement
Excluding airfares
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• Travel in the company of music
enthusiast, gallery director and
internationally-acclaimed art curator
Alan Dodge AM

• Wander through the treasures of
the Museum and Art Gallery of the
Northern Territory, and attend the
Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Art Awards

AUD 2,950
AUD 550

CODE SB1807

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement
Excluding airfares

AUD 2,250
AUD 450

CODE AG1813

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT/NOV 2017

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 2,500
AUD 500

CODE AG1810

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE OCT 2017

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 3,500
AUD 1,250

TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW

TOUR PP, twin-share 
PRICES Single supplement

AUD 3,750
AUD 650
Excluding internatinal airfares

CODE GD1805
TOUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOV 2017

APPROX PP, twin-share 
TOUR Single supplement
PRICES Excluding airfares

AUD 5,000
AUD 950
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Cover: Provence © Matheus Swanson/FlickrCC Page 10: Scott Curry. Photo Lyndon Mechielsen/Newspix Page 30: Edward Hopper (American, 1882–1967) Gas, 1940 (detail), Oil on canvas,
26 1/4 x 40 1/4” (66.7 x 102.2 cm), The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Mrs. Simon Guggenheim Fund Page 30: Roy Lichtenstein (American, 1923–1997) Drowning Girl, 1963 (detail)
Oil and synthetic polymer paint on canvas 67 5/8 x 66 3/4” (171.6 x 169.5 cm), The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Philip Johnson Fund (by exchange) and gift of Mr. and Mrs. Bagley Wright
© Estate of Roy Lichtenstein/Licensed by Viscopy, 2016
All prices are per person. *Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK and keep up to date
with these and other unique travel experiences.
Your travel agent is
toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)
toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)
call (02) 9299 5801
fax (02) 9299 5805
email info@renaissancetours.com.au
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au
Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001
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