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Into the Sahara: Algeria
FROM ANCIENT ROME TO THE MODERN MAGHREB
Trajan’s Arch of Timgad

with Julian Droogan
04–20 November 2019 (17 days)

Into the Sahara: Algeria

FROM ANCIENT ROME TO THE MODERN MAGHREB
Venture to one of the few remaining frontiers of art and archaeology, and
discover a culture weaving together nomadic Berbers, Ancient Romans,
Mediaeval Vandals and Umayyads, French colonists and modern Algerians.
Begin in Algiers, visiting the extraordinary collection of the National Museum
of Antiquities and Islamic Arts, the lively Kasbah and the colonial Cathedral of
Our Lady of Africa. Continue to Sétif and see the stunning 3rd century AD
mosaic the ‘Triumph of Dionysus’, and explore the Roman architectural legacy
of temples and triumphal arches in the ancient sites of Djémila and Timgad.
Marvel at the city of Constantine, one of the most important power-centres
of Roman North Africa, sitting above a deep gorge spanned by multiple bridges.
TOUR LEADER
Dr Julian Droogan is a
Senior Lecturer in the Faculty
of Arts at Macquarie University
where he teaches in Asia-Pacific
Studies, issues of Religion and
Politics and International Studies.
Julian has written books and
papers on archaeology, Asian
history and culture as well as
the role of religion in modern
politics and international
relations. Julian’s tours combine
a focus on the art and
archaeology of a region with a
love of its religious, artistic and
architectural heritage, while
also paying attention to the
dynamic forces at play in the
modern world. Julian is also
a visiting lecturer at the Art
Gallery of New South Wales.

Then enter the Sahara, visiting the red mudbrick town of Timimoun, where
markets and fortresses have grown up around precious sources of water
surrounded by the endless desert dunes, and discover the distinctive Mozabite
Berber culture in the oasis of Ghardaïa.
Note: This tour is designed to connect with Land of Berbers, Carthaginians and
Romans: Tunisia with Iain Shearer from 21 October to 3 November 2019.

At a glance:
• In the capital Algiers, discover a cosmopolitan melting pot of Mediterranean
history and peoples, with sights, aromas and flavours to astound and delight
• Gaze upon peerless Roman ruins showcasing the wealth of Roman North Africa
in Constantine and Timgad
• Immerse yourself in traditional Mozabite Berber culture and traditions in the
M’Zab Valley at Ghardaïa
• Explore the interior of the Sahara in the ancient desert market town of Timimoun
• Discover the rich diversity of Algerian landscapes, from the fertile
Mediterranean coast to the ethereal beauty of the country’s desert heart

“Julian is enthusiastic, precise and
able to convey his information in a
manner that is easily understood. He
is one of the best tour leaders I have
encountered in the many trips I have
undertaken with Renaissance Tours.”

Algiers
Oran

Tlemcen

Sétif

Djémila

Constantine

Lambaesis

Timgad

Mary O. | Through the Holy Lands: Israel
and Palestine 2017

“Julian is incredibly knowledgeable
and very interesting and easy to
listen to. The scheduled lectures were
outstanding. Julian’s additional chats
on the bus made the drives between
sites seem much shorter.”
Di M. |
Through the Holy Lands: Jordan 2017
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Church Our Lady of Africa, Algiers

Roman ruins of Tipasa

Royal Mausoleum of Mauretania

The Berber-Roman ruins of Djémila

Sunday 03 Nov 2019

Depart Australia/New Zealand

Depart Australia or New Zealand in the afternoon on suggested
Qatar Airways flights to Algiers via Doha.

Mon 04 Nov

Arrive Algiers

Arrive in Algiers in the early afternoon on suggested flights and
transfer to the hotel (transfer included in tour price).
In the afternoon, attend a welcome briefing and then enjoy a special
welcome dinner with Julian and fellow travellers. D

Tue 05 Nov

Algiers

After a morning talk by Julian, begin your exploration of Algiers
on a coach tour of the Upper and Lower Kasbah. The UNESCO
World Heritage-listed kasbah contains many mosques, bazaars and
traditional dwellings dating from the Ottoman Era in the 17th and
18th centuries. Some were subsequently converted to other uses
by the French colonisers, and in the mid-20th century the Kashbah
of Algiers was the epicentre of the Algerian liberation movement.
Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and then visit the National Museum
of Antiquities and Islamic Arts, the country’s finest collection of
Roman and Algerian artefacts, which relates the story of thousands
of years of Algerian culture. Notable pieces include delicately-carved
ivory, recovered Roman mosaics and fragments of equestrian
bronze statues.
Then visit the Mosque of Ketchaoua, built in the seventeenth
century, the mosque was completed under Ottoman rule and is
now a UNESCO World Heritage listed site. Following the mosque
visit the site of the Roman market (or agora) of Algiers. B L D

Wed 06 Nov

Algiers (Cherchell and Tipasa)

In the morning, visit the Royal Mausoleum of Mauretania in the
village of Sidi Rached. The cone-topped circular mausoleum was
built in 3 BC by King Juba II of Mauretania for himself and his wife,
Cleopatra Selene (the daughter of Marc Anthony and Cleopatra
of Egypt). Its construction resembles the famous Mausoleum of
Augustus in Rome, which is unsurprising given that Juba was a
steadfast ally of Emperor Augustus and was installed as king (first
of Numidia, and then of Mauretania) by the grateful emperor.

Architectural detail from the Ottoman era in the Kasbah

Then continue to the seaside town of Cherchell for lunch, followed
by a visit to the Archaeological Museum, which contains some of
Africa’s finest Roman mosaics and marble statues, as well as some
later Byzantine silverware.
Also explore the nearby archaeological site of Tipasa. Originally
a small trading colony, when Roman Emperor Claudius decided
in the mid-1st century AD to divide the troublesome Kingdom
of Mauretania and incorporate it into the Roman Empire as two
separate provinces, a military colony was established at Tipasa (east
of the capital of one of the provinces, modern Cherchell). Later
Byzantine constructions include churches with stunning mosaics –
some geometric patterns, some depicting scenes of daily life.
Return to Algiers in the late afternoon.

Thu 07 Nov
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Algiers – Sétif

Check out of the hotel in the morning, and visit the Church of Our
Lady of Africa, an elegant silver-domed Roman Catholic basilica
situated on a high cliff overlooking the Bay of Algiers. Constructed
in the late 19th century in the Neo-Byzantine style, the yellow
sandstone church includes an Arab-inspired frieze of blue and
white mosaic, and a rather ecumenical inscription above the apse:
‘Notre-Dame-d’Afrique, priez pour Nous et pour les Musulmans’
(‘Our Lady of Africa, pray for Us and for the Muslims’).
Then, travel to Sétif, enjoying a talk by Julian while en route.
Arrive in Sétif in the afternoon, and visit the Sétif Archaeological
Museum, a repository of some of the country’s finest Roman
mosaics. Between depictions of lively battles of centaurs, lions and
leopards, the crowning glory of the museum is the magnificent
‘Triumph of Dionysus’, in which the wine god’s chariot is pulled by a
pair of fearsome tigers and preceded by a motley crowd of satyrs,
lions, elephants, giraffes and camels.
Check in to the hotel in the late afternoon. Dinner tonight is at a
local restaurant. B L D

Fri 08 Nov

Sétif – Djémila – Timgad

In the morning, check out of the hotel and visit the archaeological
site of Djémila. Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List as

Triumph of Dionysus 3rd century AD, Sétif © Dan Sloan/FlickrCC

a rare exemplar of “Roman town planning adapted to a mountain
location”, the ancient city of Cuicul was founded during the reign
of the Emperor Nerva in the late 1st century AD at an important
strategic site in the mountainous interior of the Roman Province
of Numidia. It was adorned with temples, a forum, basilicas and
triumphal arches, the remains of which testify to the strength
of Roman power in North Africa. It was gradually abandoned
as the Roman Empire weakened and contracted in the 5th and
6th centuries AD, and when the Muslims conquered the region
in the 8th century, they named the ruined city Djémila (‘beautiful’
in Arabic).
Continue to Timgad, and check in to the hotel in the evening,
followed by dinner. B L D

Sat 09 Nov

Timgad

Today, visit the archaeological site of Timgad. Founded as a Roman
colony by Emperor Trajan in the early 2nd century AD, ancient
Thamugadi is thought to derive its name from the Berber for
‘mountain peaks’, befitting its location the Aurès Mountains of
eastern Algeria. It was created as an entirely new city – not on
the site of a previous settlement – and like many a modern planned
city it was built according to a perfect orthogonal grid system, still
extant some 2,000 years later. Timgad was embellished with several
noteworthy public edifices, including the Library of Timgad, the
Capitoline Temple dedicated to Jupiter and the 12-metre tall
Arch of Trajan (probably founded by one of Trajan’s successors).
In the ensuing centuries, it was augmented with several Christian
churches, but, like Djémila, was abandoned after the Muslim
conquest in the 8th century. The site of Timgad was gradually
covered with sand blown in from the Sahara Desert, accounting
for its extraordinary level of preservation. Also see the mosaics
of the Timgad Museum, normally only open to archaeologists.
B
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Sun 10 Nov

Timgad – Lambaesis – Constantine

Check out of the hotel in the morning and visit the ruins of
Lambaesis. Like several of the other Roman cities in the region,
Lambaesis was founded as a military garrison to pacify the restive

Lambaesis © Zinou2go/WikimediaCC

Berber tribes of Numidia. Today, the remains of a pair of triumphal
arches are still extant, as well as aqueducts, temples and legionary
barracks. On the outskirts of the town stretch extensive Roman
cemeteries, with many of their headstones still in place.
After lunch, continue to the Mauseolum of Medracen. The conetopped circular structure is reminiscent of the Royal Mausoleum of
Mauretania in Tipasa, although on a smaller scale and with a more
rudimentary design. Although it was originally thought to have
been built in the 2nd century BC for King Micipsa, second ruler of
the Kingdom of Numidia, recent archaeological investigations have
suggested that it may in fact be up to 200 years older, which would
represent considerable architectural sophistication on the part of
an as-yet unidentified culture.
Travel onwards to Constantine, and while en route enjoy a talk
by Julian on the coming days’ attractions, as well as a visit to the
impressive Emir Abdelkader mosque.
Arrive in Constantine in the late afternoon, followed by dinner at
the hotel. B L D

Mon 11 Nov

Constantine

This morning explore the National Museum of Cirta, which houses
a collection of artefacts dating from the Numidian and Roman
periods of Constantine and nearby Tiddis. Then, visit the Ottoman
Palace of Ahmed Bey, which was completed in 1835, two years
before the fall of Constantine to the French colonial forces.
After lunch at a local restaurant, visit the Palace of Ahmed Bey, built
between 1825 and 1835 for the last Ottoman bey (governor) of
Constantine. The elegance of the palace, with its marble columns,
fountains, engraved cedar doors and courtyard of palms and orange
trees, contributed to Constantine being named Arab Capital of
Culture in 2015.
Then, explore the storied history of the city of Constantine on
an orientation coach tour, including the famous ‘Seven Bridges of
Constantine’ spanning Rhummel Gorge. Founded as the Phoenician
city of Sewa on the heights above a deep ravine, it was later
conquered by the Numidian Berbers and, under the name Cirta,
was established as the capital of the new Kingdom of Numidia in the

Constantine, the City of Bridges

3rd century BC. After the defeat of Numidia by the Roman Empire
in 46 BC, Cirta became one of the most important cities of Roman
North Africa. Destroyed in the Roman civil wars of the 4th century
AD, it was rebuilt by the victor, Emperor Constantine I, and
renamed after him.
The remainder of the afternoon is at leisure before dinner in the
evening. B L D

Tue 12 Nov

Constantine (Tiddis)

Spend a day exploring Numidian and Roman history, visiting first
the archaeological site of Tiddis. Tiddis was a dependent city of
Constantine during the Roman period which grew up around a
castellum (fortified outpost). As the city developed, its industrial
capacity increased with the building of tanneries, and it was adorned
with baths and cisterns, a Temple of Saturn and a Sanctuary of
Mithras, the remains of which may be seen today.
In the afternoon, visit the Mausoleum of Massinissa. Massinissa,
one of the most influential figures in Mediterranean politics in the
late 3rd century BC, was the leader of the Eastern Berbers during
the protracted Second Punic War between Rome and Carthage.
Cunningly switching his tribe’s alliance from the Carthaginians to
the Romans part-way through the war, Massinissa managed to
conquer the Western Berber tribe (who had themselves switched
their alliance to Carthage). After the eventual Roman victory in
the war, he welded the two halves of Berber territory together
as the new Kingdom of Numidia, attempting to settle the hitherto
nomadic Berbers and emulate Carthaginian agricultural techniques.
Remaining a steadfast ally of Rome, Massinissa died in the early
stages of the Third Punic War, and his mausoleum, a spare but
elegantly-designed sandstone construction, is a modest monument
to a great historical figure.
Return to Constantine in the late afternoon.

Wed 13 Nov
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Constantine – Tlemcen

historic capital of the Berber Kingdom of Tlemcen in the 13th to
16th centuries and a major centre of Ottoman power from the
16th to mid-19th centuries. En route, enjoy a talk by Julian, then, visit
the archaeological site of Mansourah. The ruins of a mosque and
fortified city recall the history of a city originally founded in 1303
by the Marinid Dynasty of Morocco to lay siege to the Kingdom of
Tlemcen, but which later became a significant urban centre in its
own right.
Before entering Tlemcen, if time permits, make a brief stop at Lalla
Setti Plateau to gaze over the city spread out on the plain below.
Check in to the hotel in the afternoon. Dinner tonight is at a local
restaurant. B L D

Thu 14 Nov

Tlemcen

Spend a day exploring the ancient and Mediaeval history of Tlemcen.
Begin the day with a walking tour of the city itself, starting with a
visit to the Great Mosque of Tlemcen. Begun in 1082 AD, the
Great Mosque is one of the country’s most significant extant
examples of architecture dating from the Almoravid Dynasty, a
powerful emirate which ruled most of modern Morocco, Spanish
Andalusia and northern Algeria in the 11th and 12th centuries.
Continue to Sidi Bellahsen Mosque, now a museum, which was
founded in 1296 during the Zayyanid Dynasty which ruled the
Kingdom of Tlemcen. Also see El Mechouar Palace, official residence
of the Kings of Tlemcen between the 13th and 16th centuries.
After lunch, visit the Mausoleum and Madrassa of Sidi Boumediene.
The complex, originally built in 1335 is dedicated to the influential
Sufi saint Abu Madyan.
Return to the hotel in the early afternoon.

B

Fri 15 Nov

Tlemcen – Timimoun
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Check out of the hotel in the morning and transfer to Oran Airport
for a flight to Timimoun (flight included in tour price).

Check out of the hotel in the morning and transfer to Constantine
Airport for a flight to Oran (flight included in tour price).

Arrive in Timimoun in the afternoon and transfer to the hotel for
check-in.

On arrival in Oran, transfer to Corsair to enjoy a light lunch by
the port, before traveling to the city of Tlemcen. The city was the

In the evening enjoy a sunset drive across the sand dunes of this
Sahara Oasis. B D

Mausoleum of Massinissa © Numidix WikimediaCC

El Mechouar Palace in Tlemcen

Ruins of El Mansourah mosque with minaret in Tlemcen

Palms in the oaisis of the Sahara Desert

Red architecture of Timimoun

Sat 16 Nov

Timimoun

Enjoy a morning at leisure, before lunch and a talk by Julian at a
traditional Bedouin village, experiencing the hospitality for which
the people of the desert are legendary. En route to the Bedouin
village, see palmeries cultivated as vital sources of shade, food and
building materials, and discover the secrets of the system of foggaras
(water channels) by which human settlements are irrigated. See the
evocative sebka (salt lake), and the remains of the Ksar of Ighzer, a
recently-excavated desert fortress.
On return to Timimoun itself to explore this enchanting red
mudbrick town in the midst of the desert, an oasis nourished by
a vital spring of water. See the Ksar of Timimoun, the imposing
ochre-red Gate of Sudan, the mosque and the covered market.
Dinner tonight is at a local restaurant.

B

Sun 17 Nov
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Timimoun – Ghardaïa

An early start to spend a full day exploring the vast dunes of the
desert en route to Ghardaïa. Experience desert vistas, stop to
admire the vast expanse and marvel at the immense desolation
that is the Sahara Desert.
On the way enjoy a talk by Julian, as well as a picnic among the
desert dunes.
On arrival in Ghardaïa, transfer to the hotel for check-in, arriving in
the late evening. There will be a light dinner available on arrival at
the hotel. B D

Mon 18 Nov

Ghardaïa

Begin the day with a morning talk by Julian, followed by an
orientation walking tour of Ghardaïa, one of a collection of
towns situated in the M’Zab Valley. The M’Zab Valley was entered
on the UNESCO World Heritage List as the homeland of
Mozabite Berber culture, a distinctive desert culture which follows
the ‘quietist’ Ibadi sect of Islam (separate from the more ‘activist’
global Sunni and Shia traditions). The Mozabites, like their Berber
kinsmen in the north of the country, also have strong traditions of
craft and tapestry.

Traditional Mozabite carpet with berber patterns

In Ghardaïa, explore the pyramid-shaped Mosque of Ghardaïa
and the orthogonal clay houses of pink, white and red which
inspired French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir to liken the town
to “un tableau cubiste magnifiquement construit” (“a magnificently
constructed Cubist painting”).
After lunch at a local restaurant, visit nearby Mélika, another of the
towns of the M’Zab Valley, which is home to the evocative white
clay turrets of the Tomb of Sidi Aissa. Then visit the town of Béni
Isguen, the name of which means ‘The Son of Those Who Keep
the Faith’ in the local Berber language. Béni Isguen is regarded as a
sacred city, with visitors only allowed to visit designated sectors at
certain times, and historically the inhabitants of Béni Isguen sought
to maintain their purity by rarely venturing beyond the limits of
their own oasis. Its isolation has allowed Béni Isguen to preserve
strong Mozabite traditions of pottery, brassware and jewellery.
Return to Ghardaïa in the late afternoon. Dinner this evening is at a
local restaurant. B L D

Tue 19 Nov

Ghardaïa – Algiers

Enjoy a morning at leisure to relax in the gentle climate of a Saharan
oasis.
In the afternoon, transfer to Ghardaïa Airport for a flight to Algiers
(flight included in tour price).
Arrive in Algiers in the late afternoon and transfer to the hotel.
This evening, enjoy a special farewell dinner with Julian and fellow
travellers. B D

Wed 20 Nov

Depart Algiers

Check out of the hotel in the morning and transfer to Algiers
Airport (transfer included in tour price).
Tour arrangements conclude on arrival at the airport in time for
suggested flights to Australia or New Zealand on Qatar Airways
via Doha, departing from 15:00. Renaissance Tours or your travel
agent can assist you with your flights and other travel arrangements,
including any additional nights’ accommodation, either before or
after the tour. B

White clay turrets of Mélika

Tour prices

Tour price includes
AUD 14,950

Per person, twin-share
Single supplement*

AUD 2,250
AUD 1,000

Deposit per person (at time of booking)
Final payment due

05 September 2019

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code

AG1912

Fitness level

Challenging

Please see Terms & Conditions for fitness level definitions.

Suggested airline

Qatar Airways

Please contact Renaissance Tours or your travel agent for
current airfares and flight reservations.

Visa
Australian and New Zealand passport holders require
a visa to visit Algeria. The visa will be obtained by
Renaissance Tours and is included in the tour price.

Your hotels

Algiers – Hotel El Djazair+
Sétif – Hotel Novotel Sétif
Timgad – Trajan Hotel+

Constantine – Constantine Marriott Hotel+

• Accommodation in centrally-located 4-star hotels (or best
available) with breakfast daily ( B )
• Meals as per itinerary ( L =Lunch, D =Dinner)
• Local beers and wines with dinners (where available)
• Visa for Algeria
• Airport/hotel transfers on arrival and departure
• Lectures and talks throughout with your tour leader,
Dr Julian Droogan
• One-way Economy Class flights from Constantine to
Oran, from Oran to Timimoun, and from Ghardaïa to
Algiers (Luggage allowance 20kg p.p)
• Comprehensive sightseeing including local guides and
entrance fees as per itinerary
• Transportation throughout on comfortable air-conditioned
coaches
• Gratuities for local guides and drivers
• Hotel porterage (one piece per person)

Tour price does not include
• International airfares (please contact Renaissance Tours
or your travel agent for assistance)
• Airport porterage
• Items of a personal nature including telephone, laundry,
taxis, minibar, room service etc.
• Travel insurance (a condition of travel; please contact
Renaissance Tours or your travel agent for assistance)

Tlemcen – Renaissance Tlemcen Hotel+
Timimoun – Hotel Gourara
^Ghardaïa – Hotel Le Belvedere
Algiers – Hotel El Djazair+

^Please note these are dry hotels (i.e. no alcohol)
N.B. Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.

Orthogonal clay houses of Ghardaïa

** Please note: This tour is designed to connect with
Tunisia – Berbers, Carthaginians and Romans tour –
from 21 October - 3 November 2019 with archaeologist
Iain Shearer. Please contact Renaissance Tours if you
are interested in combining these tours into one
grand archaeological adventure of North Africa!

Terms & Conditions
1. BOOKINGS
Bookings can be made in person at our office, by
telephone, or in writing by mail, email or fax.
A non-refundable deposit is due at the time of booking
and in order to confirm your place on the tour. Please
refer to the specific tour for the deposit amount required.
You will also be required to complete, sign and return a
Booking Form available from Renaissance Tours together
with a photocopy of the information page (photo page) of
your valid passport.
2. TOUR PRICES
Prices quoted in our tour information brochures and/or on
our website are based on exchange rates, cost of services
and applicable taxes at the time of publication.
Prices may be subject to change in the event of significant
currency fluctuations and/or the introduction of new
taxes, up until final payment is received. We will advise you
at the earliest opportunity in the event of a price increase,
whether because of a currency fluctuation, increase in
taxes and/or a correction in advertised prices. You will
then have the option of accepting the amended prices,
inclusions and booking conditions or withdrawing from
the tour and receiving a full refund of all monies paid. Once
final payment is received, all prices will be guaranteed and
no surcharges will apply.
3. PAYMENT
A deposit is due at the time of booking and is nonrefundable in the event of your cancellation. This deposit is
used to pay for hotels, performance tickets and other land
arrangements to be made on your behalf.
Your final payment is due 60 days before the tour’s
departure. Failure to make your final payment by the due
date may result in the cancellation of your booking and
loss of any payments made to date. We reserve the right
to charge a late payment fee in the event of late booking
and/or payment to cover additional communication and
other expenses.
For tours that include international flights in the tour price,
payment of the international airfare component is due
120 days before departure.
Payment by cheque, direct deposit, American Express,
MasterCard and Visa is accepted. A 1.5% service charge
applies to payments made by MasterCard and Visa.
A 3% service charge applies to payment made by
American Express.
4. FLIGHT BOOKINGS & FARES
Renaissance Tours will use its best endeavours to ensure
that all flight prices are correct at the time that they are
quoted. However, once a deposit is paid on an airfare, it
guarantees that a booking is being held for you, however it
does not guarantee the fare and applicable taxes. The fare
and taxes can only be guaranteed when the flight booking
has been paid in full and a ticket has been issued. Flight
bookings cannot be transferred.
5. CHANGES
a) Changes by You – Because of additional communication
and other expenses, we reserve the right to charge an
appropriate administration fee per amendment to your
original booking. While every reasonable effort will be
made to accommodate changes and additional requests,
their availability cannot be guaranteed.
b) Changes by Us – While we will use our best endeavours
to operate all tours as advertised, by entering into this
contract the Client accepts that it may prove necessary
or advisable to vary or modify a tour or its contents due
to prevailing local conditions. We reserve the right at any
time to cancel or change any of the facilities, services
or prices described in the brochure (including flights,
transport, accommodation or other arrangements) and
to substitute alternative arrangements of comparable
monetary value without compensation.
If a service or facility becomes unavailable due to
circumstances beyond our control (‘force majeure’) and no
alternative arrangement of comparable monetary value is
available, we will substitute the best alternative available
and will refund the Client for any cost saving or charge the
Client for any additional costs incurred. ‘Force majeure’
includes any event which Renaissance Tours or its
suppliers could not, even with all due care, foresee or avoid
(e.g. advice against travel from the Australian Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), war, threat of war,
riot, civil strife, industrial dispute, epidemics, health risks,
terrorist activity, natural or nuclear disaster, fire or adverse
weather conditions, technical or maintenance problems
with transport, changes imposed by cancellation or
rescheduling of flights by an airline or main charterer,
the alteration of airline or aircraft type). Renaissance
Tours is not liable for any penalty charges associated
with ‘supersaver’-type connecting rail or air fares in the
event of a change to a holiday departure time, date
or airport.

6. SUBSTITUTION OF CLIENT
If any member of the party is prevented from travelling
because of the death, injury or serious illness of the
passenger, close relative or friend, redundancy or jury
service, it may be possible to transfer the booking to
another suitable person (acceptable to Renaissance Tours)
provided that written notice is given at least one calendar
month prior to departure. An administration fee of
$100 + GST per person will be levied plus any costs
imposed by our suppliers. Airlines may impose up to
100% cancellation charges.
7. CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will be
applied as shown below, calculated from the day written
notification is received by Renaissance Tours. In addition
to the charges shown below, airlines may impose up to
100% cancellation charges.
60 days or more
59 – 30 days
Less than 30 days

Forfeit of deposit*
50% of tour price*
100% of tour price*

*Includes any flight deposit/payment
The above cancellation charges include applicable GST.
In addition to the above cancellation charges, the
full insurance premium together with any existing
administration fees is also payable in the event of a
cancellation by the Client. If the reason for cancellation
is covered by the insurance policy, you may be able to
reclaim these charges.
b) Cancellation by Us – We reserve the right to cancel a
tour for any reason (such as failure to reach minimum
tour participant numbers). Except for force majeure (as
outlined in clause 4b) or the Client’s failure to pay the final
balance, we will endeavour not to cancel a tour less than
60 days before departure for international and domestic
tours. Unless the Client fails to pay the final balance, we
will return all monies paid, excluding payment for travel
insurance and administration fees. No compensation will
be paid in the event of cancellation by Renaissance Tours.
A full refund of monies paid for tour costs will be the full
extent of our liability. Airlines may impose up to 100%
cancellation charges.
8. PASSPORTS, VISAS AND VACCINATIONS
It is your responsibility to be in possession of a passport
valid for 6 months after the date of your return home.
You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary visas,
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be
required for the duration of the tour. Information about
these matters or related items is given in good faith but
without responsibility on the part of Renaissance Tours.
9. TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is highly recommended that you are covered by
comprehensive travel insurance for domestic tours.
However, it is a condition of travel that you are covered
by comprehensive travel insurance for international tours.
It is strongly recommended that you secure this insurance
cover as soon as you have made a booking and have made
a non-refundable payment. You can make your own
arrangements or your travel insurance can be arranged
by Renaissance Tours. In either case all participants must
provide the following information no later than 60 days
prior to commencement of travel:
• a copy of your travel insurance policy (or details of
master policy)
• the emergency telephone number of your insurance
company
• next of kin emergency contact
10. PARTICIPATION IN TOURS
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level of fitness.
However, in certain destinations, or in certain seasons, or
because of the nature of travel, certain tours will require
an ABOVE MODERATE or CHALLENGING level of fitness.
For the overall benefit of the group, at the time of booking
we will require you to declare in writing that you are fit
to participate in your chosen tour according to the level
of fitness required for that tour. If you (or we) have any
doubts about your level of fitness, you may be required
to undergo a doctor’s appraisal. This would require your
doctor to read the itinerary of your chosen tour, including
the fitness level, and provide you (and us) with a written
confirmation of your ability to participate.
We reserve the right to refuse admission to the tour for any
reason before commencement of the tour. Further, if after
the tour has begun it becomes apparent that you are unfit
or unsuitable to travel on the tour, we reserve the right
to require you to withdraw from the tour at the earliest
opportunity to do so. No refund will be provided.
It is also a requirement that you do not cause any significant
disruption to the tour or the tour group, and we may refuse
admission on the tour, or require you to withdraw from the
tour at any time if your participation causes significant
disruption for other guests or the tour group or there is
any safety issue as a result of your ongoing participation
in the tour.

FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE
MODERATE
Tour members must be able to:
• negotiate airports and railway stations without
wheelchair assistance
• use combined shower/bath facilities (it is impossible to
guarantee walk-in shower facilities)
• undertake walking tours of 1-2 hours duration,
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones and
other uneven surfaces
• stand for long periods in museums and other sites
• embark / disembark coaches, trains and other methods
of transportation without assistance
• handle your own luggage
ABOVE MODERATE
In addition to the above, tour members must also be able to:
• undertake walking tours of 2-3 hours
• climb staircases of 100 or more steps
CHALLENGING*
In addition to the above, tour members must also be able to:
• handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0 or above
35 degrees)
• handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres and
above)
*Please also read specific details in the relevant tour
itinerary
11. ILLNESS OR DISABILITY
Anyone suffering from illness or disability or undergoing
treatment for any physical or medical condition must
declare the true nature of that condition at the time of
booking and make arrangements for the provision of any
medication or other treatment which may be required
during the tour. Failure to make such disclosure will
constitute a breach of these booking conditions and result
in such persons being excluded from the tour in which
case all monies paid will be forfeited.
12. LOCAL LAWS
All participants of the tours we operate are expected to
obey the laws and regulations of the countries visited
and any failure to do so will relieve Renaissance Tours of
all obligations that they may otherwise have under these
booking conditions.
13. IF YOU HAVE A COMPLAINT
If you have a complaint about any of the tour arrangements,
you must bring it to the attention of the tour leader or
other representative of Renaissance Tours at the time so
that they may use their best endeavours to rectify the
situation. It is only if we are made aware of any problems
that there will be the opportunity to put things right. Any
complaints must be made in writing to Renaissance Tours
within 28 days of the completion of the tour.
14. OUR RESPONSIBILITIES
All bookings are accepted on the understanding that the
Client appreciates that travel does involve some risk and
that they undertake all tours of their own volition.
i) Renaissance Tours accepts liability should any part of
the tour arrangements booked with us not be supplied
as described in the brochure(s) and not be of reasonable
standard. In such a case, we will pay reasonable
compensation if the Client’s enjoyment of the tour has
been adversely affected but will pay no compensation if
there has been no fault on the part of Renaissance Tours
or our suppliers and the reason for the failure in the
tour arrangements was the Client’s fault, the actions of
someone unconnected with the tour arrangements or
could not have been foreseen or avoided by Renaissance
Tours or its suppliers even if all due care had been
exercised.
ii) Our acceptance of liability to pay compensation
pursuant to clause 11(i) is limited, in the case of air travel, rail
travel, sea travel or hotel accommodation, to the amount
set out in the provisions of, respectively, the Warsaw
Convention as amended by the Hague Protocol 1955, the
1961 Berne Convention, the 1974 Athens Convention and
the 1962 Paris Convention.
iii) Our acceptance of liability in clauses 11(i) and 11(ii)
above is subject to assignment by the Client to Renaissance
Tours of the Client’s rights against any agent, supplier or
sub-contractor of Renaissance Tours which is in any way
responsible for the unsatisfactory tour arrangements.
Renaissance Tours reserves the right to amend these
Terms & Conditions from time to time, without notice.

WORLD ART TOURS 2019

Algerian Sahara sand dunes near Timimoun

Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with these and other unique travel experiences.

1300 727 095 (AU)
0800 403 621 (NZ)
call (+61 2) 9299 5801
fax (+61 2) 9299 5805
email info@renaissancetours.com.au
visit renaissancetours.com.au

Travel agent

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001
ABN 14 069 591 448
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Please return pages 1 and 2 to:
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001, Australia or info@renaissancetours.com.au
Toll free AU 1300 727 095 or NZ 0800 403 621 Tel: +61 2 9299 5801 Fax: +61 2 9299 5805

www.renaissancetours.com.au

•P
 lease complete, sign and return this Booking Form, along with a copy of page one of your passport (international tours only) and deposit.
NOTE: Flight bookings cannot proceed without passport copy. This is an airline security requirement.
• Complete credit card authority (if paying by credit card) OR forward a (deposit) cheque (made payable to Renaissance Tours).
• Upon receipt of your Booking Form and deposit, you will receive confirmation of your place on the tour(s) from Renaissance Tours.

Tour name

Tour code

Personal details – Passenger 1

Personal details – Passenger 2

Title (Ms, Mrs, Mr, Dr or Other)

Title (Ms, Mrs, Mr, Dr or Other)

 Hon

Family name (as in passport)

Family name (as in passport)

Given names (as in passport)

Given names (as in passport)

Preferred name

DOB

 Hon

Preferred name

DOB





Email

Email

Mobile

Mobile

Phone

Phone

Address

Address
State

Postcode

State

Country
SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS / ALLERGIES

Postcode

Country
Yes

No

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS / ALLERGIES

Yes

No

MEDICAL DECLARATION
What medical conditions do you currently have and/or have you received
treatment for in the past three years? (e.g. stroke, heart, respiratory and
psychiatric conditions). Attach extra pages, if necessary.
The purpose of seeking this information is to assist Renaissance Tours in determining the suitability
of a tour participant for a particular tour. The information will be treated in the strictest confidence.

MEDICAL DECLARATION
What medical conditions do you currently have and/or have you received
treatment for in the past three years? (e.g. stroke, heart, respiratory and
psychiatric conditions). Attach extra pages, if necessary.
The purpose of seeking this information is to assist Renaissance Tours in determining the suitability
of a tour participant for a particular tour. The information will be treated in the strictest confidence.

FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE DECLARATION (Please tick)

FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE DECLARATION (Please tick)

I have read, understood and confirm that I meet the:
MODERATE
ABOVE MODERATE
CHALLENGING
fitness level to participate on this tour.

I have read, understood and confirm that I meet the:
MODERATE
ABOVE MODERATE
CHALLENGING
fitness level to participate on this tour.

Booking Terms & Conditions

Booking Terms & Conditions

I have read, understood and accept the Terms & Conditions on page 3.
I have enclosed the deposit and understand that the balance of the
tour cost must be paid at least 60 days prior to departure or my
reservation may be cancelled.


Sign here

I have read, understood and accept the Terms & Conditions on page 3.
I have enclosed the deposit and understand that the balance of the
tour cost must be paid at least 60 days prior to departure or my
reservation may be cancelled.


Sign here

Booking form
Page 2 of 3

Travel details – Passenger 1

Travel details – Passenger 2 (only fill if different from Pax 1)

AIRFARE – WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE A QUOTE FROM US?
Yes

AIRFARE – WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE A QUOTE FROM US?

No

Economy

Yes
Premium Economy

Business Class

First Class

Economy

CITY OF DEPARTURE
Sydney

No
Premium Economy

Brisbane

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER

Perth

Other

Sydney

AIRLINE SEAT PREFERENCE

Melbourne

Brisbane

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER

Perth

Other

AIRLINE SEAT PREFERENCE





ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION

Twin

Single

If single, would you like us
to arrange twin-share?

Double

TRAVEL INSURANCE – WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A QUOTE?
Yes

First Class

CITY OF DEPARTURE

Melbourne

Double

Business Class

Twin

Single

If single, would you like us
to arrange twin-share?

TRAVEL INSURANCE – WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A QUOTE?

No

Yes

No

PRE/POST TOUR ARRANGEMENTS
Please advise if you would like Renaissance Tours to organise any
pre/post tour arrangements (e.g. earlier departure, later return,
additional accommodation/flights, etc)

PRE/POST TOUR ARRANGEMENTS
Please advise if you would like Renaissance Tours to organise any
pre/post tour arrangements (e.g. earlier departure, later return,
additional accommodation/flights, etc)

NEXT OF KIN (Emergency contact only)

NEXT OF KIN (Emergency contact only)

Name

Name

Relationship

Relationship

Daytime contact (

)

Daytime contact (

After hours contact

)

After hours contact

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS TOUR?

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS TOUR?

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE OUR E-NEWSLETTER?

Yes

No

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE OUR E-NEWSLETTER?

Yes

No

Payment
Payment by cheque, direct deposit, American Express, MasterCard and Visa is accepted. 1.5% service charge applies to payment made by MasterCard
and Visa. 3% service charge applies to payment made by American Express.

AMOUNT

CREDIT CARD

CHEQUE

EFT

CREDIT CARD AUTHORITY

Cardholder’s name

 ommonwealth Bank of Australia
C
Account name: Renaissance Tours
BSB: 062-032 / Account: 2800 4163
Swift code: CTBAAU2S (use for transfers from overseas)


American Express
Cardholder’s number

MasterCard

Travel agent

Visa
Expiry (month/year)

/
SIGN

DATE

/

/

Booking form – Terms & Conditions
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1. BOOKINGS
Bookings can be made in person at our office, by telephone,
or in writing by mail, email or fax.
A non-refundable deposit is due at the time of booking and
in order to confirm your place on the tour. Please refer to the
specific tour for the deposit amount required. You will also
be required to complete, sign and return a Booking Form
available from Renaissance Tours together with a photocopy
of the information page (photo page) of your valid passport.
2. TOUR PRICES
Prices quoted in our tour information brochures and/or on
our website are based on exchange rates, cost of services and
applicable taxes at the time of publication.
Prices may be subject to change in the event of significant
currency fluctuations and/or the introduction of new
taxes, up until final payment is received. We will advise you
at the earliest opportunity in the event of a price increase,
whether because of a currency fluctuation, increase in taxes
and/or a correction in advertised prices. You will then have
the option of accepting the amended prices, inclusions
and booking conditions or withdrawing from the tour and
receiving a full refund of all monies paid. Once final payment
is received, all prices will be guaranteed and no surcharges
will apply.
3. PAYMENT
A deposit is due at the time of booking and is non-refundable
in the event of your cancellation. This deposit is used to pay
for hotels, performance tickets and other land arrangements
to be made on your behalf.
Your final payment is due 60 days before the tour’s departure.
Failure to make your final payment by the due date may result
in the cancellation of your booking and loss of any payments
made to date. We reserve the right to charge a late payment
fee in the event of late booking and/or payment to cover
additional communication and other expenses.
For tours that include international flights in the tour price,
payment of the international airfare component is due
120 days before departure.
Payment by cheque, direct deposit, American Express,
MasterCard and Visa is accepted. A 1.5% service charge
applies to payments made by MasterCard and Visa.
A 3% service charge applies to payment made by
American Express.
4. FLIGHT BOOKINGS & FARES
Renaissance Tours will use its best endeavours to ensure that
all flight prices are correct at the time that they are quoted.
However, once a deposit is paid on an airfare, it guarantees
that a booking is being held for you, however it does not
guarantee the fare and applicable taxes. The fare and taxes
can only be guaranteed when the flight booking has been
paid in full and a ticket has been issued. Flight bookings
cannot be transferred.
5. CHANGES
a) Changes by You – Because of additional communication
and other expenses, we reserve the right to charge an
appropriate administration fee per amendment to your
original booking. While every reasonable effort will be made
to accommodate changes and additional requests, their
availability cannot be guaranteed.
b) Changes by Us – While we will use our best endeavours
to operate all tours as advertised, by entering into this
contract the Client accepts that it may prove necessary
or advisable to vary or modify a tour or its contents due to
prevailing local conditions. We reserve the right at any time
to cancel or change any of the facilities, services or prices
described in the brochure (including flights, transport,
accommodation or other arrangements) and to substitute
alternative arrangements of comparable monetary value
without compensation.
If a service or facility becomes unavailable due to
circumstances beyond our control (‘force majeure’) and no
alternative arrangement of comparable monetary value is
available, we will substitute the best alternative available
and will refund the Client for any cost saving or charge the
Client for any additional costs incurred. ‘Force majeure’
includes any event which Renaissance Tours or its suppliers
could not, even with all due care, foresee or avoid (e.g. advice
against travel from the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT), war, threat of war, riot, civil strife,
industrial dispute, epidemics, health risks, terrorist activity,
natural or nuclear disaster, fire or adverse weather conditions,
technical or maintenance problems with transport, changes
imposed by cancellation or rescheduling of flights by an
airline or main charterer, the alteration of airline or aircraft
type). Renaissance Tours is not liable for any penalty charges
associated with ‘supersaver’-type connecting rail or air fares
in the event of a change to a holiday departure time, date
or airport.
6. SUBSTITUTION OF CLIENT
If any member of the party is prevented from travelling
because of the death, injury or serious illness of the
passenger, close relative or friend, redundancy or jury
service, it may be possible to transfer the booking to
another suitable person (acceptable to Renaissance
Tours) provided that written notice is given at least one
calendar month prior to departure. An administration fee of
$100 + GST per person will be levied plus any costs
imposed by our suppliers. Airlines may impose up to
100% cancellation charges.

7. CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will be applied
as shown below, calculated from the day written notification
is received by Renaissance Tours. In addition to the charges
shown below, airlines may impose up to 100% cancellation
charges.
60 days or more
Forfeit of deposit*
59 – 30 days
50% of tour price*
Less than 30 days
100% of tour price*
*Includes any flight deposit/payment
The above cancellation charges include applicable GST.
In addition to the above cancellation charges, the full
insurance premium together with any existing administration
fees is also payable in the event of a cancellation by the Client.
If the reason for cancellation is covered by the insurance
policy, you may be able to reclaim these charges.
b) Cancellation by Us – We reserve the right to cancel a
tour for any reason (such as failure to reach minimum tour
participant numbers). Except for force majeure (as outlined
in clause 4b) or the Client’s failure to pay the final balance,
we will endeavour not to cancel a tour less than 60 days
before departure for international and domestic tours.
Unless the Client fails to pay the final balance, we will return
all monies paid, excluding payment for travel insurance and
administration fees. No compensation will be paid in the
event of cancellation by Renaissance Tours. A full refund of
monies paid for tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.
Airlines may impose up to 100% cancellation charges.
8. PASSPORTS, VISAS AND VACCINATIONS
It is your responsibility to be in possession of a passport valid
for 6 months after the date of your return home. You are also
responsible for obtaining all necessary visas, inoculations and
preventative medicines as may be required for the duration
of the tour. Information about these matters or related items
is given in good faith but without responsibility on the part
of Renaissance Tours.
9. TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is highly recommended that you are covered by
comprehensive travel insurance for domestic tours.
However, it is a condition of travel that you are covered by
comprehensive travel insurance for international tours. It
is strongly recommended that you secure this insurance
cover as soon as you have made a booking and have
made a non-refundable payment. You can make your own
arrangements or your travel insurance can be arranged
by Renaissance Tours. In either case all participants must
provide the following information no later than 60 days prior
to commencement of travel:
• a copy of your travel insurance policy (or details of master
policy)
• the emergency telephone number of your insurance
company
• next of kin emergency contact
10. PARTICIPATION IN TOURS
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level of fitness.
However, in certain destinations, or in certain seasons,
or because of the nature of travel, certain tours will require
an ABOVE MODERATE or CHALLENGING level of fitness.
For the overall benefit of the group, at the time of booking
we will require you to declare in writing that you are fit to
participate in your chosen tour according to the level of
fitness required for that tour. If you (or we) have any doubts
about your level of fitness, you may be required to undergo
a doctor’s appraisal. This would require your doctor to read
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the fitness level,
and provide you (and us) with a written confirmation of your
ability to participate.
We reserve the right to refuse admission to the tour for any
reason before commencement of the tour. Further, if after
the tour has begun it becomes apparent that you are unfit or
unsuitable to travel on the tour, we reserve the right to require
you to withdraw from the tour at the earliest opportunity to
do so. No refund will be provided.
It is also a requirement that you do not cause any significant
disruption to the tour or the tour group, and we may refuse
admission on the tour, or require you to withdraw from
the tour at any time if your participation causes significant
disruption for other guests or the tour group or there is
any safety issue as a result of your ongoing participation in
the tour.
FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE
MODERATE
Tour members must be able to:
• negotiate airports and railway stations without wheelchair
assistance
• use combined shower/bath facilities (it is impossible to
guarantee walk-in shower facilities)
• undertake walking tours of 1-2 hours duration, including
using stairs, walking over cobblestones and other uneven
surfaces
• stand for long periods in museums and other sites
• embark / disembark coaches, trains and other methods of
transportation without assistance
• handle your own luggage

ABOVE MODERATE
In addition to the above, tour members must also be able to:
• undertake walking tours of 2-3 hours
• climb staircases of 100 or more steps
CHALLENGING*
In addition to the above, tour members must also be able to:
• handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0 or above
35 degrees)
• handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres and above)
*Please also read specific details in the relevant tour itinerary
11. ILLNESS OR DISABILITY
Anyone suffering from illness or disability or undergoing
treatment for any physical or medical condition must declare
the true nature of that condition at the time of booking and
make arrangements for the provision of any medication
or other treatment which may be required during the tour.
Failure to make such disclosure will constitute a breach of
these booking conditions and result in such persons being
excluded from the tour in which case all monies paid will be
forfeited.
12. LOCAL LAWS
All participants of the tours we operate are expected to
obey the laws and regulations of the countries visited
and any failure to do so will relieve Renaissance Tours of
all obligations that they may otherwise have under these
booking conditions.
13. IF YOU HAVE A COMPLAINT
If you have a complaint about any of the tour arrangements,
you must bring it to the attention of the tour leader or other
representative of Renaissance Tours at the time so that they
may use their best endeavours to rectify the situation. It is
only if we are made aware of any problems that there will be
the opportunity to put things right. Any complaints must be
made in writing to Renaissance Tours within 28 days of the
completion of the tour.
14. OUR RESPONSIBILITIES
All bookings are accepted on the understanding that the
Client appreciates that travel does involve some risk and that
they undertake all tours of their own volition.
i) Renaissance Tours accepts liability should any part of
the tour arrangements booked with us not be supplied
as described in the brochure(s) and not be of reasonable
standard. In such a case, we will pay reasonable compensation
if the Client’s enjoyment of the tour has been adversely
affected but will pay no compensation if there has been no
fault on the part of Renaissance Tours or our suppliers and
the reason for the failure in the tour arrangements was the
Client’s fault, the actions of someone unconnected with
the tour arrangements or could not have been foreseen or
avoided by Renaissance Tours or its suppliers even if all due
care had been exercised.
ii) Our acceptance of liability to pay compensation pursuant
to clause 11(i) is limited, in the case of air travel, rail travel,
sea travel or hotel accommodation, to the amount set out
in the provisions of, respectively, the Warsaw Convention
as amended by the Hague Protocol 1955, the 1961 Berne
Convention, the 1974 Athens Convention and the 1962 Paris
Convention.
iii) Our acceptance of liability in clauses 11(i) and 11(ii)
above is subject to assignment by the Client to Renaissance
Tours of the Client’s rights against any agent, supplier or
sub-contractor of Renaissance Tours which is in any way
responsible for the unsatisfactory tour arrangements.
Renaissance Tours reserves the right to amend these
Terms & Conditions from time to time, without notice.

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)
toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)
call (02) 9299 5801
fax (02) 9299 5805
email info@renaissancetours.com.au
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au
Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001
ABN 14 069 591 448

Updated February 2019

