A WORLD OF TRAVEL
The finest collection of cultural and special interest tours 2020

OPER A • MUSIC • BALLET • ART • GARDENS • CRUISES • SHORT BREAKS • LITER ARY

We are delighted to present to you the finest collection of cultural and special interest tours for 2020.
Our meticulously researched itineraries take you across the globe, from the world’s most well-known
and loved destinations, to hidden gems in lesser-visited locations. Our tours are expertly crafted
and are filled with unique and enjoyable experiences, offering exclusive access to people,
places and events that are often not available to travellers doing so on their own.
Our ever-evolving collection of tours enables our clients to travel with us again and again, and in the
company of like-minded tour members who become friends and future travelling companions.
All our tours are led by experts in their field who have a unique combination of knowledge, skills and
personality. Our tour leaders are not unapproachable academics, but caring and well-rounded aficionados
who love to share their infectious enthusiasm for their subject with each and every tour member.
With Renaissance Tours, you enjoy the highest level of personal care and attention so that you can travel with
the peace of mind knowing that all arrangements have been thoroughly taken care of by our dedicated team.
We look forward to you travelling with us in 2020!

T R AV E L L I N G W I T H U S I S M A D E E A S Y !
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We would be delighted to assist you with every element of your tour with us. We can help you with:

An ancient tapestry hanging in the Vatican Museum in Rome, Italy

Flights

Travel insurance

We recommend specific
airlines for our tours
and can arrange your
flights according to your
travel plans, including
other destinations
before or after
your tour.

Comprehensive travel
insurance is a condition
of travel; unexpected
things happen before
and while travelling,
and it is essential to be
adequately covered.
We can provide you
with immediate and
comprehensive protection.

Pre- or post-tour
accommodation
You may wish to
spend extra time in a
destination before or
after your tour. We can
assist you with booking
additional nights’
accommodation with
our contracted hotels.
Specially negotiated rates
to upgrade your room
category are also available.

Airport transfers

Visas

We can organise your
airport/hotel transfers
at the beginning and
end of your tour before
you depart, meaning
you don’t have to do
battle with taxis in a
foreign destination.

If required, we will
assist you with all the
necessary arrangements
to obtain a visa for those
countries requiring one,
and our service to do
so is included in
your tour price.
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Why we choose to travel
with Renaissance Tours
What our travellers say about us
and our curated tours.

We’ve been travelling with Renaissance Tours for about
six years now. The trips to Russia, the Baltic states and
Berlin were marvellous. The opera and music cruise
on the Sea Cloud II in 2017 from Lisbon to Nice was
absolutely outstanding. We had opera singers aboard,
and saw operas in cities we called at.
We like organised tours because they make travelling
easy. Instead of having to find our own way around,
everything’s organised for us. For instance, if we’d not
travelled with Renaissance Tours when we went to
France and Italy last year, I’m certain we’d not have seen
so many fantastic operas.
Brian and Sandy Nugent
If I add them all up, I’ve probably been on about 30 tours
with Renaissance Tours. Every tour has been a highlight,
but the one to Iran a few years ago was particularly
memorable because of the great people on it. We’re still in
contact, and they’ve become lasting friendships. I travel with
Renaissance Tours because they take care of everything,
so I can focus my attention fully on the place I’m visiting.
Brian Roughley

What our team of talented tour leaders
say about travelling with you!

I love to have fun and to bring joy to people’s lives through
music. One memorable experience on tour involved hearing
the great Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in Amsterdam
for the first time in their hall and then taking our tour
members to the Hilton Hotel for an interview with the dishy
soloist, French pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet, in his suite.
HE supplied the vino and nibbles, and showed us his
Vivienne Westwood-designed concert wardrobe.
There’ve been many other such memorable experiences.
Mairi Nicolson
As a former foreign correspondent and interviewer,
I’m constantly curious. My favourite things are to write and
tell stories, to learn the history of a region, to talk to people
about their lives and to make stories fascinating and accessible.
It’s almost as if stories and history are part of my DNA.
Leading tours allows me to fulfil that passion, and
by using my knowledge, skills and love of people,
I get great fulfilment in knowing that I can create
truly special experiences for tour members.
Jane Hutcheon

We’ve travelled a great deal in our lives and enjoy the more
exotic kinds of destinations. I’d never previously considered
organised tours, but if you’re trying to see countries like India,
Algeria or Uzbekistan, or remote places with archaeological
ruins, you’d be hard-pressed doing it on your own.
We sign up to just about everything our favourite tour leaders at
Renaissance Tours do because we feel like we travel every year
with family almost. There’s a group of people who do the same,
so we get to reunite, which is really nice. We’ve also gained a
great deal knowledge- and experience-wise.
Christine Ewan
The tours I’ve done with Renaissance Tours have all been
beautiful in their own ways. I think the first highlight was
when we went to New Zealand when Teddy Tahu Rhodes,
the operatic baritone, was on it. We had a wonderful chat.
As far as I’m concerned, there just aren’t any other tour
operators. With Renaissance Tours, we get wonderful attention.
I’ve also made wonderful friends, and we still keep in touch.
Robin Shand

I try to surpass tour members’ expectations, and love the
challenge of finding unforgettable, one-off experiences.
Probably most satisfying for me is that I get to pass on my
enthusiasm for my subject and increase others’ awareness.
Julie Kinney

Renaissance Tours offers me all the things I’m interested in
– visual arts, classical music, opera, ballet – and you get to
travel with people with similar interests.
Organised tours save you the hassle of finding the places
and doing all the bookings yourself. Also, very often you’ll
see things you either wouldn’t have if you were on your own
or would’ve had to queue up for hours to see.
I have to say that dealing with Renaissance Tours
has always been great.
Penny Herbert
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Our specialist tour leaders

I get a great sense of satisfaction knowing that tour members
feel like they’ve spent time with a true expert and have been
well looked after. A perfect tour-leading experience for me
is when tour members feel like they’ve seen and learnt an
immense amount in a single day without feeling rushed,
and that everything has been arranged perfectly.
John McBride
I love to show people places that excite and inspire me,
and to see this same excitement, inspiration and wonder
in others, so I especially like exotic locations where the past
seems to reach out and touch the present. I see the places
we visit as part of a long historical continuum where our
experiences today are just the latest layer of a deeper and
more mysterious world.
Julian Droogan
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OPER A

Expect among the best seats in the house and experience the
exhilaration of performances by leading artists in some of the world’s
most iconic opera houses. In the company of like-minded enthusiasts,
discover more about the operas you love from the insights and
knowledge of our expert tour leaders.

OPER A

Turandot at The Met © Marty Sohl / Metropolitan Opera

David Pountney’s production of Wagner’s Das Rheingold © Todd Rosenberg

Easter at the Met

The Chicago Ring 2020

OPERA AND ART IN NEW YORK CITY

with Mairi Nicolson | 10–16 April 2020 (7 days)

with Scott Curry
26 April – 04 May 2020 (9 days)

New York City awaits you for a week of top-flight opera
and art as the ‘City That Never Sleeps’ awakens to a splash
of springtime colour.

Travel to Chicago for the gripping new production of the Ring
by the city’s Lyric Opera under the baton of Sir Andrew Davis
and directed by David Pountney.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy among the best seats in the house at the Metropolitan
Opera for Madame Butterfly, Turandot, Simon Boccanegra
and Tosca

• Delight in premium category seats for the matinée performances
of Cycle III of Wagner’s Ring by the Lyric Opera of Chicago

• Gain special early access to the Museum of Modern Art
and visit the Guggenheim Museum and Frick Collection
• Stroll through the New York Botanical Gardens, which will
be in its springtime peak bloom
• Stay in a luxury hotel ideally located to the Lincoln Center
• Benefit from the insights of opera specialist Mairi Nicolson
• Dine in style at the Lincoln Center’s opulent Grand Tier
Restaurant, specialising in New American cuisine

• Enjoy enlightening talks by your tour leader, opera expert
Scott Curry, and other Ring festival events
• Discover the artistic and cultural treasures of Chicago with
private visits to the city’s world-class museums and galleries
• Admire the city’s skyscrapers, neoclassical and art deco
buildings as you gently cruise the Chicago River
• Attend an optional concert by the acclaimed Chicago Symphony
Orchestra (subject to performance schedules)

Tour Leader – Mairi Nicolson

Tour Leader – Scott Curry

Mairi Nicolson’s career as a broadcaster for the
ABC and BBC has taken her from the Sydney
Opera House to New York’s Avery Fischer Hall,
from the Royal Albert Hall in London to Hamer
Hall in Melbourne.

Scott Curry studied piano and violin at the
Queensland Conservatorium of Music, and piano
at the University of the Arts in Berlin, where he
was a staff accompanist for 23 years. He has lived
and worked in Europe since 1980 as a concert and
opera conductor for many institutions and festivals.
In Australia, he has held posts at the opera houses
in Queensland, South and Western Australia.

For ABC Classic FM she presents programs
including The Opera Show, as well as broadcasts
for Opera Australia and Musica Viva.
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Lyric Opera of Chicago, Siegfried. Photo © Todd Rosenberg

“Excellent is not sufficient. Could not have had a better leader. She was most
inclusive, good sense of humour, always friendly.”

“Scott’s lectures were excellent and his inclusion of both his own playing, and the
participation of the opera singers brought a special dimension to the talks.”

Elma T. | ¡Opera Olé! 2019

Sue K. | Easter at the Berlin State Opera 2018

Per person, twin-share from AUD 8,750
Single supplement AUD 2,150
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share from AUD 12,950
Single supplement AUD 2,250
Excluding international airfares

Tour code OA2003

Tour code OA2001
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OPER A

OPER A

The Flying Dutchman Deutsche Oper Berlin © Photo: Thomas Jauk/DOB

Aida, Royal Swedish Opera Stockholm © Kungliga Operan/Markus Gårder

Teatro Reggio Emilia, Parma

Old town and Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul in Brno

In the Footsteps of Wagner

Scandinavian Serenade

Opera Bellissima

Opera and Music in Eastern Europe

PARIS, LUCERNE, LEIPZIG, DRESDEN AND BERLIN

COPENHAGEN, OSLO, STOCKHOLM AND HAMBURG

THE VERDI FESTIVAL, MILAN AND NAPLES

PRAGUE, BUDAPEST AND THE JANÁČEK FESTIVAL

with Damien Beaumont | 15 May – 01 June 2020 (18 days)

with Mary Jo Capps | 19 May – 01 June 2020 (14 days)

with Mairi Nicolson | October 2020 (13 days)

with Scott Curry | September/October 2020 (14 days)

Follow in the footsteps of the great master of opera,
Richard Wagner, and delight in performances of his major
operatic works in Germany, France and Switzerland.

Enjoy a summer bursting with superb opera and music in the
Scandinavian cities of Copenhagen, Stockholm and Oslo as
well as the Hanseatic port city of Hamburg.

Travel to Parma to celebrate the life and works of prolific
composer Giuseppe Verdi and attend the festival honouring
this musical legend in the birthplace of the operatic art form.

Be captivated by fine opera at one of Eastern Europe’s foremost
music festivals in the cultural hub of Brno, together with opera
and music performances in Prague and Budapest.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy among the best seats in the house for six performances
of Wagner’s most famous operatic works

• Enjoy Category I seats for The Handmaid’s Tale, La Traviata
and Carmen

• Spend a full week at the annual Verdi Festival in northern Italy,
where Verdi was born

• Enjoy excellent seats for performances of the Janáček Festival
in Brno

• Revel in private concerts in Lucerne and Leipzig, where
Wagner spent his most formative years

• Enrich your musical appreciation with talks by tour leader and
performing arts expert Mary Jo Capps

• Delight in the works of arguably opera’s greatest ever
composer and certainly Italy’s favourite son

• Be left spellbound by outstanding performances in the iconic
opera houses of Prague and Budapest

• Discover Bayreuth with a tour of the Wagner Museum and the
World Heritage-listed Margravial Opera House

• Experience exclusive behind-the-scenes tours of iconic concert
venues such as Oslo’s Opera House

• Deepen your operatic appreciation with pre-performance talks
by your tour leader and opera aficionado Mairi Nicolson

• Explore the internationally renowned Musée D’Orsay in Paris
with a private tour of works influenced by Wagner

• Delight in excursions to world-renowned galleries and museums
in Oslo and Copenhagen and the spectacular Norwegian fjords

• Enjoy comprehensive sightseeing of the churches, cathedrals,
museums and galleries of this historically steeped region

• Enhance your opera experience with enlightening
pre-performance talks by your tour leader, opera expert
Scott Curry

• Enhance your Wagner experience with enlivening
pre-performance talks by classical music broadcaster
Damien Beaumont

• Explore opulent Drottningholm Palace, Sweden’s best-preserved
royal palace and residence of its royal family

• Savour Emilia-Romagna’s impressive assortment of gastronomy,
wines and picture-postcard scenery

• Discover the rich history and vibrant culture of the
Eastern European cities of Prague and Budapest
• Stay in luxurious accommodation for the entire duration
of your holiday

Tour Leader – Damien Beaumont

Tour Leader – Mary Jo Capps

Tour Leader – Mairi Nicolson

Tour Leader – Scott Curry

Damien Beaumont currently presents ABC
Classic FM’s Evenings from Monday to Thursday.
His popular programs have seen the release of
three CDs including Damien reading some of
Percy Grainger’s letters. Damien hosts many of
the network’s direct broadcasts from the Sydney
Opera House and other concert venues around
Australia, and he has also presented concerts and
events on ABC TV.

Mary Jo Capps has worked in the Australian
cultural industry for more than 30 years, and
has been a consultant to major Australian arts
companies and orchestras such as the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra, Company B Belvoir Theatre,
Bangarra Dance Theatre and the Museum of
Contemporary Art. During her time as CEO of
Musica Viva, she worked towards broadening
understanding of fine music throughout Australia.

Mairi Nicolson’s career as a broadcaster for the
ABC and BBC has taken her from the Sydney
Opera House to New York’s Avery Fischer Hall,
from the Royal Albert Hall in London to Hamer
Hall in Melbourne.

Scott Curry studied piano and violin at the
Queensland Conservatorium of Music, and piano
at the University of the Arts in Berlin, where he
was a staff accompanist for 23 years. He has lived
and worked in Europe since 1980 as a concert and
opera conductor for many institutions and festivals.
In Australia, he has held posts at the opera houses
in Queensland, South and Western Australia.

For ABC Classic FM she presents programs
including The Opera Show, as well as broadcasts
for Opera Australia and Musica Viva.

“Damien is an exceptional tour leader: he combines attention to detail, ready
response to problems and care of the group with musical knowledge and a
natural warm and affable personality. ”

“Mary Jo went above and beyond the call of duty. We would love to travel with
her again.”

“Mairi was very friendly and her talks were interesting, helping with an approach
to Verdi as a whole and to each opera. An excellent choice.”

‘’You couldn’t have had a better leader. Knowledgeable, helpful, friendly, efficient.
I would travel with him to music events again.’’

Marie D. | Music, Opera and Ballet in North America 2019

Rick C. | Trasimeno Music Festival 2019

Carolyn W. | Opera Bellissima 2018

Rod M. | The Ring on the Rhine 2019

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 15,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 15,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 14,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 3,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,000
Excluding international airfares

Tour code OA2005

Tour code OA2004

Tour code OA2006

Tour code OA2007
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OPER A

Experience the most beautiful and awe-inspiring music and dance
performances in some of the world’s greatest venues. Our music
and ballet itineraries present you with a superb program of ballet,
orchestral, chamber and solo music performances featuring the
world’s leading musicians and dancers.

Skyline of Paris

Opera Australia’s Ring Cycle 2020 © Jake Terrey

The Paris Ring

The Brisbane Ring

with Antony Ernst
22–29 November 2020 (8 days)

with Peter Bassett

Travel to the City of Lights for what promises to be one of
2020’s seminal new productions of Richard Wagner’s Ring cycle
at the Opéra Bastille.

Be captivated by a new Opera Australia production of the Ring
by visionary Chinese director Chen Shi-Zheng as he explores
Wagner’s legendary tale through a futuristic lens.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy guaranteed Premium category (‘Optima’) seats to all four
performances of the Ring cycle at Paris’s Opéra Bastille

• Enjoy Premium Category seats for all performances of the
Ring at the Queensland Performing Arts Centre

• Maximise your Ring experience with enlivening talks by your
tour leader, Wagner world expert Antony Ernst

• Benefit from enlightening talks by your tour leader and
international Wagner authority Peter Bassett

• Enjoy gourmet dinners at performances and stay in deluxe
5-star accommodation in the centre of Paris

• Attend a Wagner Society symposium to complement your
Ring experience

• Go behind the scenes at the Opéra Bastille with an exclusive
backstage tour including costume and set viewings

• Enjoy a private guided tour of the Margaret Olley Art Centre
and a day trip to the Glass House Mountains

• Journey outside Paris to visit ‘little Versailles’, Château de Vauxle-Vicomte, a masterpiece of modernity and elegance

• Stay at the 5-star Emporium Hotel South Bank in Brisbane’s
premier cultural and lifestyle precinct

Cycle II 19–27 November 2020 (9 days)

Tour Leader – Antony Ernst

Tour Leader – Peter Bassett

Antony Ernst is a director, dramaturg, lecturer
and arts administrator who has worked in Australia,
New Zealand, Europe and America. He started
as a dramaturg with Opera Australia and worked
as a house director in Germany and Italy. He was
Artistic Planning Manager for the Strasbourg
Philharmonic Orchestra in France. Having completed
his doctorate, he is now Director of the Royal
Danish Orchestra in Copenhagen.

Dr Peter Bassett was Dramaturg and Artistic
Administrator for the 2004 Adelaide Ring, and is
a regular contributor to the programs of Opera
Australia and other companies. He has published
widely on Wagner’s works, and has lectured in
Europe, North America and throughout Australia
and New Zealand. He is President of the Wagner
Society in Queensland and has led 40 overseas
tours for Renaissance Tours.

“Antony was extremely knowledgeable as well as good humored and great company.”

“Peter Bassett is an acknowledged expert on Wagner in general and The Ring
in particular. His talks were very informative and of high value to the audience.
He is a very personable man and makes you feel at ease. An excellent tour leader.”

Heather S. | Myths and Maidens 2017

Jan C. | The San Francisco Ring 2018

Per person, twin-share AUD 12,950
Single supplement AUD 2,650
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 7,950
Single supplement AUD 1,150
Excluding airfares

Tour code OA2002

Tour code OA2011
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MUSIC AND BALLET
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MUSIC AND BALLET

MUSIC AND BALLET

The Renaissance Tours Beethoven Festival
Hosted by Christopher Lawrence
07–10 February 2020 (4 days) – Hobart
Join classical music broadcaster Christopher Lawrence
for the inaugural Renaissance Tours Festival in the
glorious ballroom of Epsom House in Tasmania.

AT A GLANCE:
• Attend five intimate concerts of Beethoven’s
most celebrated instrumental and vocal works by
internationally renowned Australian musicians
• Benefit from introductions to each performance by
classical musical broadcaster Christopher Lawrence

City of Salzburg with Fortress Hohensalzburg in winter

Alpine landscape in summer

• Enjoy a welcome champagne reception and gourmet
lunches with the best of Tasmania’s produce

European Winter Music Festivals

Music in the Mountains

• Wander the manicured gardens of this beautiful
homestead, constructed in the 1830s

THE VALLETTA INTERNATIONAL BAROQUE FESTIVAL,
MOZART WEEK SALZBURG AND OPERA IN VIENNA

THE VERBIER, BREGENZ AND TIROLEAN FESTIVALS

• Stay in a centrally located, four-star superior hotel on
Hobart’s waterfront
Per person, twin-share from AUD 2,950
Single supplement from AUD 400
Excluding airfares
Tour code SB2001

Tour Host
Christopher Lawrence
Christopher Lawrence is best known as
the former presenter of the weekday
“Classic Drive” programme on ABC Classic
FM. He has been awarded an International
Emmy for Performing Arts, three ARIAs
and a Churchill Fellowship. Christopher
has published several books, worked
as a commentator for Proms telecasts
for the BBC, and contributed articles to
publications in Australia and the UK.

with Marshall McGuire | 20 Jan – 02 Feb 2020 (14 days)

with Christopher Lawrence
16–27 July 2020 (12 days)

Embark on a music odyssey, delighting in two major festivals of
the European winter music calendar with a slant towards the
Baroque and Classical periods.

Experience breathtaking music and scenery at three of Europe’s
best summer music festivals in Switzerland and Austria,
surrounded by pristine alpine beauty.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy more than fifteen world-class performances of music
and opera over two weeks

• Enjoy premium category seats for all performances at the
Verbier, Bregenz and Tirolean music festivals

• Spend six nights in Malta for the Valletta International Baroque
Festival, featuring a stellar line-up of musicians

• Delight in a rich and varied program of superb chamber
concerts, solo recitals and operas

• Enjoy four full days in Salzburg at the annual Mozart Week,
including performances of the Vienna Philharmonic

• Benefit from enlightening pre-performance talks by tour leader
and classical music broadcaster Christopher Lawrence

• Attend three top-flight performances in the grand opera
houses and music halls of Vienna

• Enjoy a comprehensive program of sightseeing in these
exquisitely beautiful Swiss and Austrian resort towns

• Stay in luxury 5-star deluxe accommodation throughout

• Relax between performances at comfortable boutique hotels

“Christopher is superb. Knowledgeable, excellent and charming
personality, whimsical humour. He is a drawcard.”
Jan B. | Opéra à la française 2018

Featuring artists: Tinalley String Quartet, Pianist Stefan Cassomenos and Mezzo-Soprano Liane Keegan

Tour Leader – Marshall McGuire

Tour Host – Christopher Lawrence

Acclaimed Australian harpist Marshall McGuire
has performed as a soloist with the Australian
Chamber Orchestra, English String Orchestra,
Les Talens Lyriques, Australian Brandenburg
Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
and the Australia Ensemble. He has appeared at
numerous international festivals and is currently
Head of Programming at the Melbourne Recital
Centre.

Christopher Lawrence is best known as the
former presenter of the weekday “Classic Drive”
programme on ABC Classic FM. He has been
awarded an International Emmy for Performing
Arts, three ARIAs and a Churchill Fellowship.
Christopher has published several books, worked
as a commentator for Proms telecasts for the BBC,
and contributed articles to publications in Australia
and the UK.

“Marshall is charming, organised, thoughtful and inclusive. His passion for the
music is shared and his thought and preparation for the talks is outstanding.”

“Christopher is an exemplary tour leader. He has a wealth of knowledge and
scholarship in the area of music and theatre. And he communicates in an
engaging and stimulating way.”

Kay G. | Easter in Vienna and Salzburg 2019

John H. | Opéra à la française 2018

Per person, twin-share AUD 14,500
Single supplement AUD 2,250
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 13,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,750
Excluding international airfares

Tour code ML2001

Tour code ML2002
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MUSIC AND BALLET

Frrederic Chopin monument, Warsaw

© State Academic Mariinsky Theatre

18th International Chopin
Piano Competition

The 2020 Sydney International
Piano Competition

WARSAW

FINALS AT THE SYDNEY TOWN HALL

with Phillip Sametz | 13–23 October 2020 (11 days)

with Marshall McGuire | 21–26 July 2020 (6 days)

Save the date and prepare for our exclusive tour to the
18th International Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw
with music specialist Phillip Sametz.

Mariinsky Ballet Festival

Christmas Ballet Spectacular

with Donna Cusack
18–30 March 2020 (13 days)

EUROPEAN BALLET LOVERS’ TOUR

Attend the exhilarating final week of Australia’s foremost piano
competition, witnessing performances by some of the world’s
finest up-and-coming pianists.

As the Russian winter slowly turns to spring, St Petersburg’s
famous Mariinsky Ballet showcases its extraordinary repertoire
of great Russian classics and cutting-edge compositions in the
world’s greatest ballet event.

Ballet lovers are in for a treat with a flurry of beautiful ballet
performed by the world’s leading companies (and maybe even
snow!) during Europe’s most enchanting season.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Gain premium tickets to the examination rounds and concerts
of the finalists

• Enjoy Category 1 tickets to the exciting final week of the
2020 Sydney International Piano Competition

• Enjoy premium category seats for performances of the
18th annual Mariinsky Ballet Festival

• Enjoy ballet performances of the highest calibre in Europe’s
world-class performing venues

• Join music specialist Phillip Sametz for regular talks and analysis
on the progress of the competition

• Benefit from enlightening talks and competition analysis
from your specialist tour leader, Marshall McGuire

• Join ballet expert Donna Cusack for enlightening pre-performance
talks and discussions

• Be captivated by the dancing by some of the world’s leading
ballet companies

• Be there to share in the excitement, tension and drama when
the winners are announced at the Awards Ceremony

• Be immersed in Sydney’s vibrant culture as you explore
iconic and lesser-known sights of this bustling metropolis

• Enjoy private tours of some of Russia’s best theatres and museums

• Enjoy premium category seating affording the best views
for each performance

• Enjoy a specially curated program of sightseeing in and around
Warsaw, including following the haunts of Chopin’s younger
years and the museum dedicated to his life’s works

• Enjoy five nights’ luxury accommodation in the heart
of the Sydney CBD and within easy walking distance of
Sydney Town Hall

• Experience deluxe 5-star hotel accommodation in the heart of
St Petersburg, close to the Nevsky Prospekt shopping precinct
• Delight in a comprehensive sightseeing program in and around
St Petersburg

with Andrew Wright | December 2020 (2 weeks)

• Be enchanted by Europe’s festive Christmas markets and
enjoy a comprehensive program of sightseeing
• Stay in a selection of quality hotels picked both for their
location and comfort

Tour Leader – Phillip Sametz

Tour Leader – Marshall McGuire

Tour Leader – Donna Cusack

Tour Leader – Andrew Wright

Phillip Sametz is currently the Alumni Coordinator
at the Australian National Academy of Music.
Throughout his varied career, he has been an arts
administrator, writer, pre-concert speaker, MC
and jazz crooner. On ABC Classic FM, he presented
Screen Sounds, Sunday Recital, Classic Breakfast and
many live concert broadcasts, and his history of
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Play On!, was
published by ABC Books.

Acclaimed Australian harpist Marshall McGuire
has performed as a soloist with the Australian
Chamber Orchestra, English String Orchestra,
Les Talens Lyriques, Australian Brandenburg
Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
and the Australia Ensemble. He has appeared at
numerous international festivals and is currently
Head of Programming at the Melbourne Recital
Centre.

Donna Cusack worked at The Australian Ballet
between 2004 and 2016, where her various roles
have included media relations, coordinating the
education and public programs, and philanthropy,
and returned in 2018 to work as The Australian
Ballet archivist. The recipient of prestigious ballet
scholarships including the Ian McCrae Scholarship,
Donna has led successful ballet tours to China,
Germany, London and Paris and the UK.

Andrew Wright joined The Australian Ballet
in 2004 before travelling to Europe in 2007
on a company scholarship. He was promoted
to coryphée in 2008, and in 2012 to Soloist.
During his time with the company he performed
a wide range of principal and featured roles from
both the classical and contemporary repertoire
and travelled extensively on the company’s
international tours.

“An incredible tour with Mr Sametz. He researched and presented a richly
informative lecture on Wagner. It was top drawer.”

“A near perfect leader. Relaxed and very knowledgeable.”

“Donna was incredible. Genuine, friendly, helpful and very well organised. Nothing
was too much trouble. My first tour with Renaissance and I’m very impressed.”

“Andrew was a great leader. As a dancer he was able to give us all detailed
insights to the ballets.”

Joan T. | Wagner’s Parsifal in Melbourne 2019

Shirley D. | Music in the Mountains 2018

Penelope O. | La Scala Ballet in Brisbane 2018

Kerry D. | Bolshoi Ballet in Brisbane 2019

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 8,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 850
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 10,750
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,850
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 10,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Tour code ML2003

Tour code SB2007

Tour code AB2001

Tour code AB2002
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A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Be inspired by our tours to some of the world’s most intriguing
destinations. Guided by art experts from Australia’s leading
cultural institutions, including the Art Gallery of New South Wales,
this collection of tours will stimulate and delight, whether you simply
appreciate the arts or are a seasoned connoisseur.

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Church of the Saviour on Spilled Blood in St Petersburg

Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi

Russian Winter Wonderland

End of Empires

ART, MUSIC AND BALLET IN MOSCOW AND ST PETERSBURG

FROM THE MUGHALS TO THE BRITISH RAJ

with Alan Dodge | 07–21 January 2020 (15 days)

with Iain Shearer | 18 February – 06 March 2020 (18 days)

Be enthralled by the bracing wintertime ambience of Moscow
and St Petersburg in a captivating display of Russia’s centuriesold traditions of art, opera and ballet.

Uncover the multi-layered history of vibrant India, from the
mighty Mughal capital of Agra to the bustling former Raj centres
of Kolkata and New Delhi.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Visit the Armoury, Tretyakov Galleries and Pushkin Museum
in Moscow

• Explore ancient Buddhist monuments and monasteries
including the Great Stupa of Sanchi

• See Empress Catherine’s palace outside St Petersburg, as well
as the Hermitage and Russian Museums

• Experience the lasting legacy of the British empire in the city
of Kolkata (Calcutta)

• Wander through serene Sergiev Posad, the spiritual home of
the Russian Orthodox Church

• Wander the streets of Bhubaneswar, the “Temple City of India”

• Pack your winter finery for evenings at the theatre, including
opera, ballet and concerts

• Gaze upon the works of Mughal emperors, from the Red Fort
to the Taj Mahal
• Visit Jaipur, a city adorned in pink sandstone and white marble

• Stay in luxurious five-star hotels in the heart of Moscow and
St Petersburg
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Morroccan brass door and knocker in Fez

Tour Leader – Alan Dodge

Tour Leader – Iain Shearer

Alan Dodge began his career at the Portland
Museum of Art. He moved to Australia in 1974
and was subsequently appointed Director of the
Art Gallery of Western Australia. In May 2011
Alan was honoured as WA Citizen of the Year
for his work in culture and the arts.

Iain Shearer is an archaeologist, educated
at University College London’s Institute of
Archaeology. He was appointed a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
in 2008. Iain has led numerous lecture tours across
the Maghreb, Middle East, Turkey, Balkans, Syria,
China, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Cyprus, and
Central Asia.

“Entertaining, well informed, and helpful. I thoroughly enjoyed his company and
humour and really appreciated his knowledge and insights throughout the tour.”

“As usual his descriptions, insightful comments and capacity to evoke the spirit of
those sites in their heyday made them come alive, be meaningful and memorable.”

Sally R. | Russian Winter Wonderland 2018

Sylvia H. | Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

Per person, twin-share AUD 11,750
Single supplement AUD 1,650
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 14,500
Single supplement AUD 3,250
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2001

Tour code AG2002

19

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Bhutanese monk walking past row of prayer wheels

Nasir-ol-Molk Mosque in Shiraz

Eilean Donan Castle, Loch Duich

View on Alhambra, Granada

Hidden Lands of the Himalayas

Journey Along the Silk Road – Iran

Treasures of Scotland

Moorish Mosaic

BHUTAN

TREASURES OF ANCIENT PERSIA

LOWLANDS, HIGHLANDS, HEBRIDES AND ORKNEYS

FROM MARRAKESH TO ANDALUSIA

with Alex McKay | 01–12 March 2020 (12 days)

with Christopher Allen | 11–25 April 2020 (15 days)

with Kenneth Park | 17 April – 02 May 2020 (16 days)

with Brian Ladd | 24 April – 10 May 2020 (17 days)

Uncover Bhutan, the last Himalayan kingdom, with its
breathtaking architecture, dramatic landscape and rich Buddhist
culture, expressed in its remarkable masked sacred dances and
rituals at the Punakha Festival.

Traverse the ancient trading thoroughfare of the Silk Road and
discover the historical and cultural legacy of ancient Persia in
Tehran, Kermanshah, Isfahan, Yazd and Shiraz.

Admire the stately homes, castles, galleries and gardens of
bonnie Scotland, taking in the awe-inspiring scenery of the
Highlands and the Lowlands as well as its islands.

Discover the splendours of Marrakesh and Andalusia,
tracing a rich art and cultural history reflected in magnificent
architectural ensembles.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Discover the unique culture of the last true Himalayan kingdom

• Explore the Achaemenid Persian cities of Persepolis and
Pasargadae

• Explore Edinburgh, Scotland’s ancient capital, with its historic
city centre and iconic castle dominating the surrounds

• Discover the Imperial city of Marrakesh and visit the palaces,
tombs and gardens that defined an era of Islamic dynastic rule

• Venture to Wallace’s Stirling and St Andrews, the world’s home
of the game of golf

• Delve into the labyrinthine heart of the Medina of Fez and
shopfronts of the artisans and crafters that make up this
complex maze of alleys

• Experience the thrilling Punakha Festival, located in the
magnificent fortress where Bhutan’s kings are crowned
• Learn about Bhutan’s unique benign monarchy and experience
the vibrant living culture of Bhutan
• Venture into the remote Bumthang region in central Bhutan,
the country’s cultural heartland, and travel through the
beautiful Tang Valley
• Ascend to Tiger’s Nest, the emblematic Bhutanese temple
perched on a cliff edge

• Visit the Zoroastrian Towers of Silence in the enchanting mudbrick city of Yazd

• Delve deep into the Scottish Highlands and travel to Inverness
in the far north

• View the exquisite Sasanian rock reliefs at Taq-e Bostan

• Enjoy strolls through Glasgow’s museums and galleries, and see
the works of famed artists and designers

• Wander through Seville’s Jewish quarter, past the Moorish
Torre del Oro (“Tower of Gold”) and on to the Gothic
Cathedral, once the largest in the world

• Explore the awe-inspiring Achaemenid palace of Susa and the
opulent Sasanian palaces at Bishapur and Firuzabad

• Travel to John O’Groats, the British Isles’ most northerly town,
and explore the intriguing Orkney Islands

• Visit the Nasrid palaces of Alhambra and the Generalife,
arguably Spain’s greatest relics of its Moorish past

• Admire the stunning gardens, bazaars and mosques of Isfahan,
the ‘Pearl of Islam’

• Be enchanted by Shiraz, ‘the city of roses and nightingales’

Tour Leader – Alex McKay

Tour Leader – Christopher Allen

Tour Leader – Kenneth W Park

Tour Leader – Brian Ladd

Dr Alex McKay is a fellow at the Royal Asiatic Society
in London and the author of books and articles on
Himalayan history and culture. He obtained his Ph.D.
at London University’s School of Oriental and
African Studies and has held lecturing and research
posts in the UK and the Netherlands. Alex has
worked, lived and travelled widely in Asia and
Africa, and has led many tours in those regions.

Dr Christopher Allen is an art critic and historian.
He has worked at the Collège de France in Paris
and the National Art School, and is currently Senior
Master in Academic Extension at Sydney Grammar
School. The author of several books on Australian
art, he was art critic of the Financial Review from
2005 to 2008, and since 2008 has been national art
critic for The Australian.

Kenneth W Park works as a lecturer, curator,
tour leader, presenter and fundraiser. His wideranging studies include fine arts, history, museum
studies, political science, industrial relations, and
international relations, and he is the Curator of
Collections at Wesley College Melbourne.

Brian Ladd is the former president of the Art
Gallery Society of NSW. He is a specialist in
European and Australian sculpture, and brings a
broad knowledge and enthusiasm to the study
of art. From 1996 to 2010, Brian led the Public
Programs Department at the Art Gallery of NSW,
and has led many successful tours to the USA and
Europe, particularly the Iberian Peninsula.

’He did a great job. We really enjoyed the lectures he gave.’’

“I learnt a lot from Christopher. Always happy to answer questions in the most
humorous and thoughtful way. A great choice of tour leader!’’

“Kenneth was charming, entertaining, knowledgeable, great company!”

“Brian was very knowledgeable, he was also very helpful in a personal way
throughout the tour.”

Barbara R. | A Road Less Travelled 2019

Stany D. | Persian Paradox 2018

Maureen F. | Treasures of the Emerald Isle 2019

Deanne P. | Cathar Castles and Catalan Cathedrals 2019

Per person, twin-share AUD 9,950
Single supplement AUD 750
Including airfares from Bangkok

Per person, twin-share AUD 10,750
Single supplement AUD 1,550
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 11,750
Single supplement AUD 2,250
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 12,950
Single supplement AUD 2,650
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2029

Tour code AG2008

Tour code AG2005

Tour code AG2009
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Rhine Art and Music Cruise
Amsterdam to Basel on the MS Amadeus Silver III
with Christopher Lawrence, Thomas Abbott and Andy Bromberger
06–13 May 2020 (8 days)
Be part of the celebrations to mark the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth and embark on a leisurely cruise
through the landscapes and cities that play host to Europe’s finest art museums and concert halls.

AT A GLANCE:
• Enjoy a leisurely eight-day cruise along the scenic Rhine River on the luxurious MS Amadeus Silver III chartered for our
exclusive use
• Visit the great cultural centres of Cologne, Bonn, Mannheim and Strasbourg and discover the picturesque German towns
of Koblenz, Rüdesheim and Speyer
• Celebrate Beethoven’s 250th anniversary through a series of unique private music concerts and opera performances
• Benefit from the insight of classical music broadcaster Christopher Lawrence and art and history expert Thomas Abbott
• Take advantage of an organised pre-tour from Brussels to Amsterdam, as well as a post-tour extension from Basel to
Zurich in Switzerland
Your Tour Leaders
Art
Thomas Abbott is a specialist in architectural history
with a wide knowledge of the fine and performing
arts. He graduated in Psychology and Art History
from Carleton College, Minnesota and completed
his graduate studies in the history of art and
architecture at the Technical University of Berlin
with an emphasis on both Roman and German
art and architecture. Tom has led many successful
cultural study tours in Europe.
‘’Thomas Abbott was a legend!! We enjoyed his tours immensely and will never forget them.’’
Gary K | The Elbe Art and Music Cruise 2018

Music
Christopher Lawrence is best known as the former
presenter of the weekday “Classic Drive” programme
on ABC Classic FM. He has been awarded an
International Emmy for Performing Arts, three ARIAs
and a Churchill Fellowship. Christopher has published
several books, worked as a commentator for Proms
telecasts for the BBC, and contributed articles to
publications in Australia and the UK.
“Christopher is superb. Knowledgeable, excellent and charming personality, whimsical
humour. He is a drawcard.” Jan B. | Opéra à la française 2018

Music
Andy Bromberger started her musical career as
a professional clarinettist teaching and playing in
numerous orchestras as well as performing in her
own successful quintet, Enigma Five. For nearly ten
years she has been presenting lectures to intimate
private groups, looking at classical music’s historical,
political and societal background.
“Andy’s musical knowledge and her lovely bubbly personality made a wonderful
combination. She was a delight to be with.” Cheryl C. | Music, Ballet and Art in Melbourne 2019

Per person, twin-share from AUD 10,500
Single supplement from AUD 1,250
Excluding international airfares

Optional pre- and post-tours
Van Eyck to Van Gogh:
Artistic Highlights of the Low Countries
with Kate Kangaslahti | 28 Apr – 06 May 2020 (9 days)
Encounter the rich historical tradition of the Low Countries
on this tour of Belgium and the Netherlands and behold
the natural beauties as spring breathes into full bloom.
AT A GLANCE:
• Wonder at the richness of European art history with
visits to the Royal Museum of Fine Arts in Brussels
• Witness the architectural wonders of the Gothic and
Baroque periods visiting the towns of Ghent, Bruges
and Antwerp
• Uncover the history of Dutch art from the Middle Ages
to the modern day at the magnificent Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam
Tour code CR2002A

Art Treasures of Zurich and Basel
with Thomas Abbott | 13–17 May 2020 (5 days)
Experience the vast wealth and diversity of art and
architecture in Switzerland, visiting a series of superb
institutions with collections that showcase masterpieces
from the Middle Ages to the modern day.
AT A GLANCE:
• Encounter the work of legendary artists from around
the European continent including Giacometti, Picasso,
Monet and Chagall
• Discover a host of native Swiss artists in a variety
of unique buildings designed to house their iconic
collections
• Explore the architecture of the historic city of Basel,
including the stunning late Romanesque-Gothic cathedral
Tour code CR2002B

Tour code CR2002
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Hero Dry Cell, 2008 by Yukinori Yanagi,
Inujima Seirensho Art Museum ©YANAGI STUDIO

The Rainbow Portrait of Queen Elizabeth I

In the Footsteps of Michelangelo

Then & Now: Art and Culture in
Israel and the Palestinian Territories

Eternal Design

In the Footsteps of the
Tudor Monarchs

FLORENCE, BOLOGNA, AREZZO, CARRARA AND ROME

ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

JAPANESE ART & ARCHITECTURE THROUGH TIME

with Lorraine Kypiotis | 24 April – 09 May 2020 (16 days)

with Jane Hutcheon | 03–15 May 2020 (13 days)

with Kathryn Hunyor | 13–22 May 2020 (10 days)

Follow in the footsteps of Michelangelo from Bologna to Arezzo
and Florence to Carrara, before culminating in Rome, home to
his most treasured works.

Venture into the heart of the ancient Levant and explore the
history, art and culture of today’s Israel and the Palestinian
Territories.

Immerse yourself in the timelessness of Japanese design,
exploring traditional and contemporary art forms that
permeate everyday life through their bold, unique palettes
and flavours.

Uncover the intriguing history of the House of Tudor, taking in
the royal palaces, castles and cathedrals on a journey through
the English Renaissance.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy visits to Caprese, Michelangelo’s birthplace, and Bologna,
to see his early works and influences

• Experience the energy of progressive Tel Aviv and wander the
winding streets of Old Jaffa

• Travel through history, viewing the exquisite homes of monarchs
and royals of the Tudor period

• Wander the iconic galleries of Florence, including the Uffizi
Gallery and Galleria dell’Accademia, housing Michelangelo’s David

• Explore the spectacular city of stone, Jerusalem, built around
the world’s most contested holy sites

• Wander Tokyo’s Omotesandō streets, an outdoor museum of
contemporary architecture featuring works by SANAA, Kengo
Kuma, Toyo Ito and Tadao Ando

• Gaze at the splendour of Michelangelo’s breathtaking ceiling
frescoes in the Sistine Chapel

• Admire ancient Acre, where layers of history reveal Canaanite,
Hellenistic, Crusader, Ottoman and Israeli cultures

• Admire Michelangelo’s distinctive Piazza del Campidoglio,
Santa Maria degli Angeli and the Vatican in Rome

• Travel to Hebron; Ramallah; and Jericho, the oldest walled city
in the world

Michelangelo, David. Galleria dell’Accademia, Florence

Walled Off Hotel by Banksy Bethlehem West Bank Palestine

• Trace the struggles of the Palestinians and those that have
defined the Israeli national character

• Visit the Imperial Palace Gardens and the still-evolving
Marunouchi area
• Explore the stylistic contrast between Japan’s traditional and
modern aesthetics
• Spend three full days on the famous Setouchi ‘art islands’ of
Naoshima, Teshima and Inujima, which beautifully combine
contemporary art and rural Japanese landscapes
• Be inspired by the new Teshima Art Museum by SANAA’s
Ryue Nishizawa

with Joyce Morgan
14–24 May 2020 (11 days)

• Visit Hampton Court Palace, Syon House and Hatfield House
estate in London
• Contrast the evocative ruins of Kenilworth Castle with the
impeccably groomed Sudeley Castle
• View exquisite stateroom art at Windsor Castle, Queen
Elizabeth II’s residence
• Discover 14th century Penshurst Place, the cutting-edge
royal residence of Eltham Palace and Hever Castle, all with
magnificent gardens

Tour Leader – Lorraine Kypiotis

Tour Leader – Jane Hutcheon

Tour Leader – Kathryn Hunyor

Tour Leader – Joyce Morgan

Lorraine Kypiotis is passionate about art, life and
travel, and equally enthusiastic about sharing her
knowledge. Currently a lecturer in the Department
of Art History at the National Art School in Sydney,
she is also a popular guest lecturer at the Art Gallery
of NSW.

Jane Hutcheon is a television host who was born
in Hong Kong and speaks Mandarin and Cantonese.
She has travelled the world as an international
correspondent based in China, the Middle East
and Europe. She has reported for ABC News and
the award-winning Foreign Correspondent, and is the
author of two highly acclaimed non-fiction books.

Kathryn Hunyor is a Japanese-speaking curator
and lecturer with a Masters in Japanese literature.
She is also a creative producer and consultant
to major arts organisations in Australia such as
the Sydney Opera House, Sydney Festival and
Australian Chamber Orchestra, producing a range
of arts and design projects between Australia and
Japan, where she was based for a number of years.
Kathryn has led several successful tours to Japan.

Joyce Morgan is a journalist and author of
Journeys on the Silk Road. She has written on arts
and culture for 20 years. Joyce is a former arts
editor of The Sydney Morning Herald and currently
its theatre critic. She is a Getty Art Journalism
Fellow, and has travelled widely in Asia, including
in Indonesia, East Timor, India, Pakistan, China and
Bhutan. She has led successful tours to Java, Bhutan
and China.

She holds a Master of Arts degree in Renaissance
Studies from the University of Sydney, is studying
for a PhD, and travels extensively throughout Europe.

“Lorraine is ‘La Contessa’ herself! She was wonderful. Well informed, friendly,
humorous and caring; we couldn’t have asked for better.”

“Jane was an outstanding tour leader. Her previous knowledge of the area
was tremendous.”

‘’Kathryn was excellent - her background knowledge, her bright personality and
interest and care for all participants added so much to the experience.”

“Joyce is an outstanding leader. So knowledgeable. Such a good companion.
Always on duty looking after the needs of others.”

Alan D. | The Riches of Eastern Italy 2018

Maureen B. | Sea, Stones and Stories 2018

Caroline H. | More than Meets the Eye 2018

Cathy M. | Bhutan 2017

Per person, twin-share AUD 13,500
Single supplement AUD 3,350
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 12,750
Single supplement AUD 3,450
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 14,250
Single supplement AUD 2,550
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 10,750
Single supplement AUD 1,550
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2004

Tour code AG2003

Tour code AG2006

Tour code AG2028
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An exclusive archaeological expedition to Cyprus, Israel, Egypt & Jordan

The Birth of Civilisation
with Julian Droogan and Iain Shearer
10–21 November 2020 (12 days)
Embark on an exclusive, private cruise through the
ancient lands of the Near East, exploring over 5,000
years of the origin of civilisation with renowned
archaeologists Julian Droogan and Iain Shearer.
AT A GLANCE:
• Wander the streets of Jerusalem’s Old City and explore key
sites in Israel including Caesarea, Megiddo and ancient Acre
• Marvel at the pyramids of Giza in Egypt and visit the newly
opened Grand Egyptian Museum (opening end-2019)
• Enjoy a full day exploring Petra, the city of the Nabateans,
and marvel at its most elaborate structure, the Treasury
• Enjoy talks and discussions with your tour leaders, renowned
archaeologists Julian Droogan and Iain Shearer
• Cruise in superlative comfort aboard the Crystal Esprit,
chartered for our exclusive use and tailor-made itinerary

Your Tour Leaders
Julian Droogan
Dr Julian Droogan is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty
of Arts at Macquarie University, specialising in issues of
Religion, Politics and International Studies. He has written
books and papers on archaeology, Asian history and
culture as well as the role of religion in modern politics.
Julian’s tours combine a focus on the art and archaeology
of a region with a love of its religious, artistic and
architectural heritage.
“Julian is enthusiastic, precise and able to convey his information in a manner
that is easily understood. He is one of the best tour leaders I have encountered in
the many trips I have undertaken with Renaissance Tours.”
Mary O. | Through the Holy Lands: Israel and Palestine 2017

Iain Shearer
Iain Shearer is an archaeologist, educated at University
College London’s Institute of Archaeology. He was
appointed a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland in 2008. Iain has led numerous lecture
tours across the Maghreb, Middle East, Turkey, Balkans,
Syria, China, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Cyprus, and
Central Asia.

“Iain has exceptional knowledge and understanding of the history of the region.
He has a capacity to make what could be bland facts into people-oriented history.”
Jacqui S. | Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

From AUD 28,500 per person sharing
Excluding international airfares
Tour code CR2001
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Optional pre- and post-tours
Pre-tour – Cyprus

Post-tour – Jordan

with Julian Droogan
06–10 November 2020 (5 days)
Discover the multi-layered archaeology of
Cyprus’s past at the Tombs of the Kings and
Catacombs of Saint Solomon and marvel
at the quaint traditional villages, Byzantine
monasteries and stunning scenery.

with Iain Shearer
21–26 November 2020 (6 days)
Strategically located at the crossroads
of the ancient world, Jordan is truly part
of the “Cradle of Civilisation” with an abundance
of natural beauty, archaeology, myths and
legends.

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore the archaeological site of
Paphos, cult centre for the Greek
goddess Aphrodite
• Enjoy a scenic drive through the
historically rich Troodos mountains,
passing small villages and monasteries
• Venture into the Greek side of the
divided Cypriot capital of Nicosia

AT A GLANCE:
• Explore Jordan’s lesser known archaeological
sites rarely frequented by tourists, including
Pella and Jerash
• Delve into the region’s rich history, spanning
the Neolithic period to the Arab conquest
• Journey along an ancient Roman highway to
Jordan’s desert castles to view Islamic period
architecture

Tour Code CR2001A

Tour Code CR2001C

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Maison Cauchie, Brussels © visit.brussels/Jean-Paul Remy

Art Nouveau and the Belle Époque

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Cathedral of the Holy Cross on Akdamar island in Lake Van

The Land Beyond the Sunrise

Reichstag dome, Berlin

Mongolian Gilr eagle Hunters

Cutting-Edge Contemporary

From Genghis to Kublai Khan

BERLIN BIENNALE

MONGOLIA

PRAGUE, BRUSSELS AND PARIS

ANCIENT CITIES, TEMPLES AND LANDSCAPES
OF EASTERN TURKEY

with Claudia Chan Shaw | 18 May – 01 June 2020 (15 days)

with Iain Shearer | 29 April – 19 May 2020 (21 days)

with Gitte Weise | 12–21 June 2020 (10 days)

with Iain Shearer | June 2020 (14 days)

Immerse yourself in the aesthetic pleasures of two muchbeloved styles of art, architecture and design – Art Nouveau
and Art Deco – in the key exemplar cities of Prague, Brussels
and Paris.

Explore a land of ancient temples, impressive castles, exquisite
churches and lively bazaars at the confluence of Turkish, Persian,
Armenian, Georgian and Kurdish cultures.

Be part of cutting-edge culture at the 11th Berlin Biennale and
enjoy a specially curated selection of the latest in contemporary
art plus privileged access to private galleries and collections.

Explore the past and the present of the mighty Mongol empire,
travelling from the vast steppe to the Khanates’ capital of
Karakorum.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore Prague’s Kampa Museum, featuring works by František
Kupka from the private collection of Meda Mládková

• Explore the temple of Göbekli Tepe, peaceful Syriac and
Georgian monasteries, and cruciform Armenian churches

• Explore the Berlin Biennale, held at the Kunst-Werke and other
locations across Berlin

• Explore the rich heritage of the Mongols and other steppe
peoples of Inner Asia

• See an array of quirky, controversial and provocative sculptures
by renowned Czech fine artist David Černý in Prague

• Gaze upon extraordinary mosaics of mythological figures in the
museums of Gaziantep and Sanliurfa

• Gain privileged access to the private art collections of Erika
Hoffmann, Karen and Christian Boros

• Discover the vast expanse of Mongolia’s natural beauty while
exploring one of the last true wildernesses

• Marvel at the architecture in Brussels at World Heritage sites
the Horta Museum and hôtels Tassel, Solvay and van Eetvelde

• Wonder at the ancient ruins of the Fortress of Van and the
abandoned Armenian city of Ani

• Go behind the scenes on a tour of the Deutsches Theater
and venture into artists’ private studios

• Wander the bustling capital of Ulaanbaatar, a city contrasting
Soviet-era buildings with Buddhist temples

• Admire the Art Nouveau entrances of Paris’s iconic Le Metro,
designed in 1900 by Hector Guimard

• Visit the colossal statues of Mt Nemrut, colourful bazaars,
elegant mosques and palaces of Mediaeval warlords

• Visit monuments from the Soviet period in East Berlin,
including Karl Marx Allee and the Soviet War Memorial

• Visit the remains of Karakorum, the once-great capital of the
Mongol Empire and seat of the Khans

• Visit Paris’s Saint-Ouen Flea Market, the world’s largest, full to
the brim with antique treasures

• Enjoy the astounding natural beauty of Lake Van, the
surrounding snow-capped mountains and forested hills

• Discover the captivating Spinnerei art district of Leipzig

Tour Leader – Claudia Chan Shaw

Tour Leader – Iain Shearer

Tour Leader – Gitte Weise

Tour Leader – Iain Shearer

Claudia Chan Shaw is a vibrant, energetic woman
of many talents – fashion designer, television and
radio presenter, author, public speaker, collector
and artist. She presents Arts Friday on 89.7fm
Eastside Radio, was the curator of the City
of Sydney’s Chinese New Year Festival and the
co-host and presenter on ABC TV’s popular
program, Collectors. She has led several successful
Art Deco tours to China, Cuba and New York.

Iain Shearer is an archaeologist, educated
at University College London’s Institute of
Archaeology. He was appointed a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
in 2008. Iain has led numerous lecture tours across
the Maghreb, Middle East, Turkey, Balkans, Syria,
China, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Cyprus, and
Central Asia.

Gitte Weise was founder and director of Gitte
Weise Gallery Sydney / Berlin and ROOM 35
Sydney from 1992 to 2010. She was the Exhibition
Manager for the 1988 and 1990 Biennale of Sydney,
responsible for Pier 2/3 and the Bond Store in
Walsh Bay. She was curatorial and exhibitions
researcher at the Museum of Contemporary Art
Australia and is currently a curatorial adviser for a
private art collection.

Iain Shearer is an archaeologist, educated
at University College London’s Institute of
Archaeology. He was appointed a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
in 2008. Iain has led numerous lecture tours across
the Maghreb, Middle East, Turkey, Balkans, Syria,
China, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Cyprus, and
Central Asia.

“Claudia is a wonderful, professional and very caring tour leader, always thinking
ahead and concerned for everyone’s welfare…and to top it off, very entertaining!”

“He’s brilliant and friendly. I felt relaxed with him.”

“One of the best I have been with. Friendly, expert in the field and gave very lively
and fun talks.”

“Iain has exceptional knowledge and understanding of the history of the region.”

Margaret C. | Art Deco to Art Now: New York 2018

Nadine H. | Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

David Y. | Cutting Edge Contemporary 2017

Jacqui S. | Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 12,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,300
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 7,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 10,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,000
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2007

Tour code AG2031

Tour code AG2012

Tour code AG2011
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Cusco, Peru

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Lake Toktogu and the Tien Shan range, Kyrgyzstan

The Blue Mosque (Sultanahmet Camii)

Mitsukejima Island (Suzu), Noto Peninsula

Peru’s Cities of Gold

Hidden Treasures of Central Asia

Turkish Delights:
Classic to Contemporary

Oku-Noto Triennale

CUSCO, MACHU PICCHU, LIMA AND BEYOND

UZBEKISTAN, TAJIKISTAN AND KYRGYZSTAN

with Julian Droogan | July 2020 (16 days)

with Iain Shearer | September 2020 (16 days)

Delve into Peru’s intriguing Inca heritage and unearth the
wonders of the ancient cities of Cusco and Machu Picchu,
and the mysterious Nasca Lines.

Uncover the wonders of Central Asia’s most diverse countries,
exploring the ancient Sogdian cities of Samarkand and Penjikent,
the spectacular Ala-Too Mountains and the modern city of Bishkek.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Visit famous Incan centres of power, from bustling Cusco to
Machu Picchu, one of Peru’s most cherished sites

• Marvel at the mosques and wide squares of Samarkand, the
ancient capital of Sogdiana

• Enjoy the splendours of the Oku-Noto Triennale, one of
Japan’s three art festivals directed by Fram Kitagawa

• Venture into the desert of southern Peru and discover the
mysterious Nasca Lines, the spectacular ancient geoglyphs that
have perplexed archaeologists for centuries

• Explore the streets of Dushanbe, a landscape of Soviet
modernism and now the capital of Tajikistan

• Enjoy Istanbul’s many palaces, mosques and museums, including
the Chora Museum, with its stunning Byzantine frescoes and
mosaics

• Explore the unique world of the Peruvian Amazon
• Marvel at the over 100 man-made Floating Islands
• Surround yourself with the culture of modern-day Peru in the
capital Lima, an intriguing blend of traditional and European
heritage

• See diverse and dramatic landscapes, from mountain ranges to
wide desert plains and grasslands to the shores of mighty rivers
• Wander the bazaars of vibrant Penjikent, influenced by the
history of Ancient Persia, Sogdiana and Iran
• Ascend the Pamir Mountains of Tajikistan, a famed source of
lapis lazuli found in ancient Egyptian tombs

ISTANBUL, IZMIR, CANAKKALE, CAPPADOCIA
AND PAMUKKALE

with Jane Hutcheon | 09–24 September 2020 (16 days)
Immerse yourself in the ancient lands of Turkey and observe the
evolution of its art and culture, from the Graeco-Roman past to
the outstanding treasures of Turkey today.

• Discover the enchanting cave towns of Cappadocia with their
distinctive cone-shaped rock formations and unique way of life
• Explore the ancient sites of Ephesus, one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world, and Troy, the fabled city of Homer’s Iliad

JAPAN’S NOTO PENINSULA, KANAZAWA AND KYOTO

with John McBride | 24 Sep – 02 Oct 2020 (9 days)
Immerse yourself in a festival of traditional Japanese culture,
local delicacies and site-specific art installations across Japan’s
culturally steeped Noto Peninsula.

• Absorb the natural wonders of the Noto Peninsula and be
enthralled by the picturesque landscape
• Explore the cultural riches of Kanazawa, the wealthiest city
of Japan’s Edo Period outside Tokyo

• Visit workshops to observe the making of traditional crafts of
glassware, wine and kilims, and visit a women’s cooperative

• Discover Japan’s fascinating Buddhist heritage at the
DT Suzuki Memorial Museum, a masterpiece of
contemporary architecture

• Enjoy a visit to an original Silk Road caravanserai and view the
calcium terraces of Pamukkale

• Visit Kyoto and Nara, renowned for their ancient temples and
extraordinary fine art

Tour Leader – Julian Droogan

Tour Leader – Iain Shearer

Tour Leader – Jane Hutcheon

Tour Leader – John McBride

Dr Julian Droogan is a Senior Lecturer in the
Faculty of Arts at Macquarie University, specialising
in issues of Religion, Politics and International
Studies. He has written books and papers on
archaeology, Asian history and culture as well
as the role of religion in modern politics. Julian’s
tours combine a focus on the art and archaeology
of a region with a love of its religious, artistic and
architectural heritage.

Iain Shearer is an archaeologist, educated
at University College London’s Institute of
Archaeology. He was appointed a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
in 2008. Iain has led numerous lecture tours across
the Maghreb, Middle East, Turkey, Balkans, Syria,
China, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Cyprus, and
Central Asia.

Jane Hutcheon is a television host who was born
in Hong Kong and speaks Mandarin and Cantonese.
She has travelled the world as an international
correspondent based in China, the Middle East
and Europe. She has reported for ABC News and
the award-winning Foreign Correspondent, and is the
author of two highly acclaimed non-fiction books.

After studying in Japan and Australia, John McBride
began his career at the Australia-Japan Research
Centre, ANU, before joining Ansett Australia to
establish flights into Ōsaka, Japan. Later he was
Chief Executive of News Corporation Japan. John
was made a Member of the Order of Australia
for his support of Australia-Japan cultural and
business links, and is a licensed tea master of the
Omotesenke School.

‘’We love travelling with Julian. His talks are inspiring. He is unfailingly generous,
knowledgeable, fun, approachable, helpful and wonderful to travel with.’’

“His enthusiasm for his subject is contagious.”

“Jane is very knowledgeable, personable and thoughtful. She managed a variety
of people and their needs very well”

“An exceptional tour leader. Comprehensive knowledge and excellent
communication skills. Very patient and helpful. A very nice man.”

Dennis C. | The Frankincense Route 2018

Jacqui S. | Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

Maxine B. | The Frankincense Route 2019

Donald G. | Hidden Art Spaces of Northern Japan 2018

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 12,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,000
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 10,950
Single supplement AUD 1,750
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2013

AG2015

Tour code AG2030

Tour code AG2017
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Traditional Korean palace and temple roof detail

A RT A N D C U LT U R E

Maggiore square, Bologna

Silk Road Bactrian Camels © Joyce Morgan

Walt Disney Concert Hall © California Dreamin / Alamy Stock Photo

From Celadon to Samsung

The Papal States: Central Italy

Journey Along the Silk Road

Modern Art and Architecture of
the US West Coast

SOUTH KOREA

BOLOGNA, URBINO, PERUGIA, VITERBO, ROME

XI’AN TO DUNHUANG

CALIFORNIA AND WASHINGTON STATES

with Ann MacArthur | 23 Oct – 01 Nov 2020 (10 days)

with Steven Miller | September/October 2020

with Joyce Morgan | October 2020 (16 days)

with Jaime Tsai | October/November 2020 (15 days)

Be enthralled by the art and culture of South Korea, a country
which offers an abundance of cultural heritage contrasted with
the world’s latest trends in arts, fashion and lifestyle.

Embark on a journey through the former papal states of Italy,
exploring the historical cities of Bologna, Urbino, Perugia and
Viterbo, and Rome’s Holy See, cities steeped in art, religion
and culture.

Navigate the fabled trading thoroughfare of the Silk Road,
journeying from China’s ancient capital of Xi’an through the
dramatic landscapes and bazaars to Dunhuang.

Discover where outstanding art collections and distinctive
architecture meet extraordinary cuisine and wine on the
US west coast region and its hinterland.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Acquaint yourself with the dynamic and vibrant city of Seoul
and the maritime gateway of Busan

• Explore Bologna’s basilicas and theatres, and its hidden history
of underground canals and medieval markets

• Traverse the Silk Road, heading west to the monasteries of
‘Little Tibet’ in Xiahe

• Be inspired by the Seattle Art Museum and Olympic Sculpture
Park

• Explore the world of Korean craftsmanship, from the
traditional jade-green works of celadon to the forces of
modern technology

• Marvel at the Palazzo Ducale in Urbino, the Renaissance-era
palace of the Duchy of Urbino

• Marvel at the Terracotta Army in Xi’an, an 8,000-sculpture
testament to the power of unified China’s first emperor

• Breathe in the crisp air of the seaside town of Port Angeles in
Washington State

• Wander the galleries and museums of Perugia, including the
National Gallery of Umbria’s superb collection of medieval and
early Renaissance art

• Visit ‘Little Tibet’ and explore Labrang Monastery, where
Tibetan, Mongolian and Chinese cultures meet

• Wander the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and enjoy
a meal in its acclaimed restaurant

• Delve into the painted Mogao Caves in the Gobi Desert, one
of the world’s best Buddhist art galleries

• Take in the architectural quirks of Los Angeles, including the
Walt Disney Concert Hall, Huntington Library and houses

• Explore Jiayuguan, the ancient outpost marking the western
end of the Great Wall of China

• Savour the fine wines and cuisine of the region

• Visit the Icheon Ceramics Village, once the centre of traditional
pottery for over 500 years and now a captivating display of
traditional craftsmanship
• Behold Dongdaemum Design Plaza, an exemplar of neofuturistic architecture and major urban development
• View the wondrous Gyeongbokgung, the 14th century imperial
palace that was still in use until the early 20th century

• See the medieval quarter of San Pellegrino and the Palace of
Popes, former seat of the papacy
• Go off the beaten track and be guided through lesser known
sites of ‘the Eternal City’, Rome

Tour Leader – Ann MacArthur

Tour Leader – Steven Miller

Tour Leader – Joyce Morgan

Tour Leader – Jaime Tsai

Ann MacArthur’s passion for the arts of Asia
flourished at the Art Gallery of NSW, where,
for over two decades, she was an innovator in
audience engagement, creating a rich program of
events. More recently she has worked with the
University of Sydney, the Powerhouse Museum
and the Buddhist Council of NSW in addition to
devoting more time to leading tours.

Steven Miller is head of the National Art Archive
at the Art Gallery of NSW. He has worked in
commercial and public galleries since the late
1980s and published widely on art, including the
charming Dogs in Australian Art. He was awarded
the NSW Premier’s History Award in 2006,
and has a master’s degree in theology, as well
as qualifications in art history and archives.

Joyce Morgan is a journalist and author of
Journeys on the Silk Road. She has written on arts
and culture for 20 years. Joyce is a former arts
editor of The Sydney Morning Herald and currently
its theatre critic. She is a Getty Art Journalism
Fellow, and has travelled widely in Asia, including
in Indonesia, East Timor, India, Pakistan, China and
Bhutan. She has led successful tours to Java, Bhutan
and China.

Dr Jaime Tsai is an art historian and lecturer at
the National Art School in Sydney. She completed
her Ph.D. at the University of Sydney and specialises
in surrealism and its legacies. She is a frequent
guest lecturer at the Art Gallery of NSW and
the Museum of Contemporary Art, publishes
frequently in journals and catalogues, and has
curated three exhibitions of Australian art over
the last five years.

‘’Joyce is an outstanding group leader. Her knowledge and passion for The Silk Road
and all things Buddhist is impressive.‘’

“Jaime was wonderful-very knowledgeable & very happy to share freely her vast
wealth of art history facts & stories.”

Yvonne Y. | Journey Along the Silk Road: Xi’an to Kashgar 2018

Jan D. | Modern Art and Architecture in America 2018

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 8,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,200
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 10,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 10,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 12,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,500
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2019

Tour code AG2016

Tour code AG2018

Tour code AG2020
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Cardboard Cathedral, Christchurch

Lalibela rock-hewn church, Bet Giyorgis in Lalibela

Pt. Leo Estate Sculpture Park © Anson Smart / Visit Victoria

Times Square New York City © Peter Sampson / Alamy Stock Photo

New Zealand Now:
Contemporary Art and Design

Ethiopia: The Heart of African
Civilisation

Exploring and Drawing the
Mornington Peninsula

Two Bites of the Big Apple

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, DUNEDIN & CHRISTCHURCH

ADDIS ABABA AND THE HISTORICAL NORTH

SCULPTURE PARKS, GALLERIES AND BOTANICAL GARDENS

THEATRE AND ART IN NEW YORK CITY

with Julie Ewington | November 2020 (14 days)

with Genevieve Jacobs | November 2020 (15 days)

with Jennifer Keeler-Milne | 09–12 November 2020 (4 days)

with Jonathan Biggins | December 2020 (12 days)

From the magnificent He Taonga Māori in Auckland’s War
Memorial Museum, to Shigeru Ban’s ‘Cardboard Cathedral’
in Christchurch, discover how New Zealand’s vibrant cultural
life is as captivating as its stunning landscapes.

In the birthplace of humanity, explore the monolith rock
churches of Lalibela, the monasteries of Axum and the proud
imperial castles of Gondar, built by the heirs of King Solomon.

Explore the natural beauty and vibrant local art scene of
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula while taking time to draw
the region’s characteristic landscapes.

Revel in New York City’s theatre and art scene in the colourful
lead-up to Christmas in one of the world’s most dynamic and
exciting metropolises.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore the He Taonga Māori at Auckland War Memorial
Museum, Auckland Art Gallery, and contemporary art along
Karangahape Road

• Marvel at Lalibela’s ancient rock-hewn Christian churches

• Take inspiration from the beauty of the peninsula during drawing
workshops with respected artist Jennifer Keeler-Milne

• Discover the history, legends and myths of the Queen of
Sheba, the Ark of the Covenant and the Tablets of the
Ten Commandments in the city of Axum

• Enjoy private guided visits of the McClelland Gallery and
Sculpture Park, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery and
Pt Leo Estate Sculpture Park

• Visit the outstanding Te Papa Tongarewa Museum in Wellington

• Explore the extraordinary geography, panoramas and wildlife
of the Simien Mountains

• Pause to appreciate the native Australian garden at the
Royal Botanic Garden in Cranbourne

• Enrich your tour with insightful talks insights into the art and
theatre scene in New York

• Walk Dunedin’s nineteenth century streetscapes and visit the
Royal Albatross Centre on the nearby Otago Peninsula

• Travel to Lake Tana, the source of the Blue Nile and home to
ancient monasteries filled with artistic treasures

• Visit local artists and craftspeople in their studios and
appreciate how living there has influenced their work

• Enjoy sumptuous cuisine at some of the Big Apple’s most
renowned restaurants

• Admire Christchurch’s resilience at the celebrated ‘Cardboard
Cathedral’ by Japanese architect Shigeru Ban

• Enjoy the proud Ethiopian traditions of hospitality, artisanal
handicrafts, dance and song

• Enjoy the best of the Mornington Peninsula’s food and wine
scene, including gourmet meals at hatted restaurants

• Enjoy private visits to galleries and studios of leading artists
and craftspeople

AT A GLANCE:
AT A GLANCE:
• Revel in the best seats in the house for dazzling performances
of music, theatre, opera and dance
• Visit New York’s most intriguing art museums with private,
expert-led tours

Tour Leader – Julie Ewington

Tour Leader – Genevieve Jacobs

Tour Leader – Jennifer Keeler-Milne

Tour Leader – Jonathan Biggins

Julie Ewington is a writer, curator and broadcaster.
She is an authority on contemporary Australasian
art, especially by women, and for many years was
head of Australian Art at QAGOMA in Brisbane,
where she was a curatorial contributor to the Asia
Pacific Triennial series. Since 1985 Julie has visited
New Zealand regularly, publishes in New Zealand
catalogues and journals, and maintains strong links
with artists and craftspeople there.

Genevieve Jacobs has been a prize-winning
newspaper journalist as well as a freelance writer
for gardening and fine arts magazines. Among her
interests are the arts, gardens, the environment,
history and politics. She loves hearing people’s
stories and spent more than a decade as a
presenter with ABC Radio, and for several years
was a coordinator for Australia’s Open Garden
Scheme.

Jennifer Keeler-Milne is a practising artist and
experienced art educator with qualifications in
art, education and painting from the Victorian
College of the Arts. Her charcoal works are held
in international and regional collections and were
included in the Dobell Prize for Drawing on nine
occasions. Jennifer is the founder of the Dare
to Draw studio school, where she is known as a
dynamic and passionate teacher.

Jonathan Biggins is an actor, writer and director,
perhaps best known as one of the creators of
The Wharf Revue. He has acted for all of Australia’s
state theatre and opera companies. He won a
Helpmann Award for his direction of the musical
Avenue Q, is a regular contributor to the Good
Weekend magazine, and was a former host of
ABC TV’s arts programme Critical Mass.

“Genevieve was first-rate. Charming, efficient and very informative.”

“We will strive to include ourselves in future Jonathan Biggins tours.
An ideal guide, raconteur and wonderful fellow traveller.”

Mary M. | Paradise Gardens of Persia 2018

Morris E. | Behind the Scenery 2018

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 8,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,000
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 450
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 9,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,000
Excluding international airfares

Tour code AG2024

Tour code AG2021

Tour code AG2027

Tour code AG2022
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Enjoy privileged access to some of the world’s most memorable
public and private gardens. You may be an avid horticulturalist or
simply enjoy strolling through beautiful gardens. In the company
of our expert tour leaders – dedicated gardeners themselves –
you will discover a whole new world of beauty.

36
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Landscaped rice terraces in Ubud

© Chantecler Gardens

Ulan Danu Bratan (Temple on the Lake)

Gardens of the South Island

Balinese Splendour

FROM CHRISTCHURCH TO QUEENSTOWN

LANDSCAPES, TEMPLES AND GARDENS OF BALI

with Elizabeth Swane | 27 Feb – 09 Mar 2020 (12 days)

with Guy Sturt | 27 March – 04 April 2020 (9 days)

Discover roses, perennials and other flowering plants in full
bloom with a journey through the vibrant public and private
gardens of New Zealand’s South Island.

Visit the many enchanting temples, gardens and landscapes of
this tropical paradise, including exquisite royal water gardens,
botanic gardens, nurseries and architectural landmarks.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Visit a wonderful selection of private gardens, many labelled
‘Gardens of International or National Significance’

• Explore the unique water gardens of great temple complexes
and visit the iconic temple on Lake Bratan

• Explore the Botanical Gardens, Hagley Park, Frensham Gardens
and Flaxmere Gardens in Christchurch

• See gardens designed by acclaimed tropical garden designer
Made Wijaya as well as an organic farm at Bali’s Green School

• Discover the coastal beauty of the Otago peninsula and
wander the vast grounds of Larnach Castle

• Discover strawberry, cocoa and salak plantations, witnessing
the process from planting to harvest

• Admire the untamed grandeur of the mountains surrounding
Queenstown and exquisite flora at Chantecler Garden

• Relax in luxurious five-star hotels with lush gardens in Ubud
and Sanur

• Savour New Zealand’s bountiful offerings of gourmet food,
premier wines and spirits

• Enhance your cultural experience with engaging talks by a
specialist landscape architect Guy Sturt

Tour Leader – Elizabeth Swane

Tour Leader – Guy Sturt

Elizabeth Swane is a member of one Australia’s
best-known nursery and rose-growing families.
An experienced horticulturist, she has been a
regular guest on ABC Radio Sydney and has written
for a number of national magazines, including Your
Garden, Home Beautiful and Gardening Australia
magazine. Her passion for gardens and horticulture
and her bright, cheery personality make her the
perfect tour host.

Guy Sturt is both a landscape architect and an
arborist, and has been principal of his own design
studio since 1992. He has considerable experience
in planting design, installation, care and maintenance,
and has visited a broad range of parks and gardens
in over 45 countries. He has a thorough grounding
in the history, design and landscape traditions of
diverse regions.

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 7,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,600
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 5,500
Single supplement AUD 1,650
Excluding international airfares

Tour code GD2003

Tour code GD2009
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Jardin exotique d’Eze, Côte d’Azur

Grand Cascade Fountain and Palace of Peterhof, St Petersburg

National Orchid Garden

Villa La Rotonda, Vicenza

Gardens of Provence

Palaces, Estates and Dachas of
Imperial Russia

Singapore Garden Festival 2020

Villas and Gardens of Central Italy

with Helen Young
17–23 July 2020 (7 days)

FROM VICENZA TO FRASCATI

with Julie Kinney | 05–20 May 2020 (16 days)

with Genevieve Jacobs
19 June – 02 July 2020 (14 days)

Venture beyond the rolling lavender fields of France during the
glorious Mediterranean springtime and discover the gardens
of Provence’s famed châteaux along with enchanting private
gardens and homes.

Revel in the mid-year summer bloom at Imperial Russia’s most
magnificent palaces, estates and gardens in a journey through
Moscow and St Petersburg’s most celebrated and lesser-known
cultural treasures.

Discover the luxuriant glory of the gardens of Singapore, from
historic botanic gardens to 21st century urban designs, and the
Singapore Garden Festival, the most significant garden show in
the tropics.

Wander through the private grounds of majestic estates in
Italy’s centre, from Vicenza to Latina, and unearth the rich
history of some of Italy’s most romantic gardens.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Explore the coastal hills and promenades of the French Riviera,
which has attracted artists, gardeners and bon vivants for
decades

• Marvel at the gardens within the magnificent Rococo palace
of Catherine I and Peter the Great outside St Petersburg

• Experience the Singapore Garden Festival, showcasing
landscape, balcony and fantasy gardens

• Visit the grand Renaissance estates of Veneto, once the domain
of counts and cardinals

• Explore private country gardens in the vicinity of the
“golden ring” city of Vladimir

• Stay in the 5-star Park Royal Hotel, the ‘Hotel in a Garden’

• Uncover the fragile artistic sensibility of the Gardens of Ninfa
in Latina, dubbed the world’s most romantic garden

FROM THE CÔTE D’AZUR TO AVIGNON

• Visit renowned homes and gardens such as the Villa Ephrussi,
La Casella, Cezanne’s studio, Château Val Joanis and La Louve
• Meet the owners of a selection of superb private gardens
rarely open to the public
• Visit the ‘manadiers’, the guardians of the famed wild white
horses of the Camargue, and browse the local antique markets

• Visit traditional Russian dachas (summer houses) for a close-up
look at life outside the major cities
• Enjoy visits to the great museums of Moscow and St Petersburg,
including an evening visit to the Hermitage
• Enrich your experience with engaging talks by your tour leader,
Genevieve Jacobs

• Wander through the 82-hectare Singapore Botanic Gardens
and the National Orchid Garden
• Traverse the green belts linking the city’s national parks, oases
of calm where Singaporeans come to walk with nature
• Cruise the Singapore River and observe the energetic modern
metropolis from the languid calm of a riverboat

with Julie Kinney | 13–28 September 2020 (16 days)

• Gaze upon the dome of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome from the
wooded hill of the Villa Aldobrandini in Frascati
• Experience the richness of Italian cultural heritage in the
country’s superb archaeological museums
• Discover the outstanding results achieved when agriculture and
horticulture converge during the peak harvest season

Tour Leader – Julie Kinney

Tour Leader – Genevieve Jacobs

Tour Leader – Helen Young

Tour Leader – Julie Kinney

A passionate gardener, Julie Kinney was a selector
and later a national committee member for
Australia’s Open Garden Scheme, and is well
known for her collection and knowledge of rare
plants from both Australia and abroad. She has
led many very popular domestic and international
garden tours, and is an enthusiastic and charismatic
tour leader with a passionate following of garden
travellers.

Genevieve Jacobs has been a prize-winning
newspaper journalist as well as a freelance writer
for gardening and fine arts magazines. Among her
interests are the arts, gardens, the environment,
history and politics. She loves hearing people’s
stories and spent more than a decade as a
presenter with ABC Radio, and for several years
was a coordinator for Australia’s Open Garden
Scheme.

Horticulturist, garden writer, presenter and
author Helen Young has led 20 garden tours
internationally and in Australia. She is well known
for her weekly columns in The Weekend Australian
over the last 18 years, and as House and Garden
magazine’s garden writer for more than 10 years.
She is a long-term, regular expert on ABC Sydney
radio’s Saturday morning gardening program.

A passionate gardener, Julie Kinney was a selector
and later a national committee member for
Australia’s Open Garden Scheme, and is well
known for her collection and knowledge of rare
plants from both Australia and abroad. She has
led many very popular domestic and international
garden tours, and is an enthusiastic and charismatic
tour leader with a passionate following of garden
travellers.

“I love her diligence, enthusiasm and connection to all who tour with her. She guides
her groups with ease.”

Genevieve was fantastic, very knowledgeable on history & horticulture. Her sense
of humour and interesting presentations were much appreciated.”

“Helen is both a wonderful horticulturist and tour leader. Looking forward to
another garden tour with her.”

“Julie always goes the extra mile to include special experiences! She is unfailingly
cheerful and a font of botanical knowledge.”

Erica L. | Autumn Country Gardens of New South Wales 2018

Helen S. | Great Gardens of Scotland 2018

Jenny F. | Singapore Garden Festival 2018

Roma W. | Glorious Gardens of Great Britain 2019

Per person, twin-share AUD 10,950
Single supplement AUD 2,250
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 12,250
Single supplement AUD 2,650
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 4,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,200
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 11,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 2,000
Excluding international airfares

Tour code GD2004

Tour code GD2002

Tour code GD2005

Tour code GD2008
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Scarlet Banksia (Banksia coccinea), in the Stirling Range National Park
© Tourism Western Australia

Hase Temple, Kamakura

Autumn Colours of Japan
CLASSICAL AND CONTEMPORARY GARDENS
OF NORTHERN JAPAN

Gardens & Wildflowers of
Western Australia

with Helen Young and John McBride
05–20 October 2020 (16 days)

FORESTS, FLOWERS AND PRIVATE GARDENS
OF THE SOUTH WEST

Delight in autumn’s colourful panorama of traditional Japanese
gardens and contemporary designs with horticulturist Helen
Young and Japanophile John McBride through a unique tour
of Hokkaido and northern Honshu.

AT A GLANCE:
• Visit Isamu Noguchi’s Moerenuma Park in Sapporo and Dan
Pearson’s Tokachi Millennium Forest
• Admire private gardens, sculpture gardens and botanical
gardens along the Hokkaido Garden Path
• Relax at a hot-spring resort in the Daisetsuzan National Park
with spectacular autumn colours
• Wonder at the magnificent Kaze no Garden in Furano and visit
Kamakura’s beautiful Zen temples and gardens
• See Tokyo’s most prized garden-scapes, including the renowned
Rikugien Garden

with Julie Kinney | 21–31 October 2020 (11 days)
Discover picturesque Western Australia and be immersed
in the region’s breathtaking landscapes, from the manicured
splendour of Perth’s Botanic Gardens, to the magnificent heights
of the Valley of the Giants.

AT A GLANCE:
• Visit a series of unique private gardens with an exclusive
opportunity to meet their owners
• Travel through the spectacular Stirling Ranges, a plant and
wildflower reserve of international significance
• Wander through the canopy of a tingle tree forest while
exploring the impressive Valley of the Giants
• Discover the glorious Margaret River region, famous for its
wineries, homesteads and gorgeous private gardens
• Enjoy generous, friendly hospitality, sumptuous farmhouse
lunches and superior vintage local wines

Your Tour Leaders
Horticulturist, garden writer, presenter and author
Helen Young has led more than 20 garden tours
internationally and in Australia. She is well known
for her weekly columns in The Weekend Australian,
and as House and Garden magazine’s garden writer,
and runs her own successful horticulture business.
Her experience and enthusiasm for all things garden
make her a popular garden tour host.
John McBride began his career at the AustraliaJapan Research Centre ANU before joining Ansett
Australia to establish flights into Ōsaka, Japan. Later
he was Chief Executive of News Corporation Japan.
John was made a Member of the Order of Australia
for his support of Australia-Japan cultural and
business links.

© Old Wesley Dale Gardens, Meander Valley

Lambrigg © Trisha Dixon

Gardens of Tasmania

Homesteads and Gardens of the
National Capital

WEST COAST, CRADLE MOUNTAIN AND HOBART

CANBERRA, BRAIDWOOD, BUNGENDORE AND YASS

with Jennifer Stackhouse | 25 Oct – 02 Nov 2020 (9 days)

with Trisha Dixon | 24–28 April 2020 (5 days)

Explore the historic houses and estates, private gardens and
nurseries of the Island State in its full springtime bloom.

Discover the historic homesteads, estates and private gardens
of the ACT and NSW, and experience the poignancy of Anzac
Day in the nation’s capital.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Spend a day exploring Cradle Mountain and stroll around
the shores of the picturesque Dove Lake

• Explore the historic homes and gardens of the ACT and NSW,
including Micalago Station, Palerang and Lambrigg

• Explore the idyllic beauty of the Meander Valley and the
nurseries and gardens that make the island bloom

• Gain privileged access to private gardens in Canberra, and
Braidwood, Bungendore and Yass in country NSW

• Soak up the serenity of the Derwent Valley and marvel
at the beauty of its rural landscapes and rainforest ecology

• At the National Gallery of Australia in Canberra, enjoy a
private viewing of paintings inspired by local landscapes

• Discover the beauty of Hobart and the surrounding
Huon Valley, with visits to private cottage gardens

• Commemorate Anzac Day with the Dawn Service at the
Australian War Memorial in Canberra

• Sample gourmet produce from some of Tasmania’s finest
working farms and plantations

• Enjoy special accommodation at the 5-star, heritage-inspired
Hyatt Hotel in Canberra

Tour Leader – Julie Kinney

Tour Leader – Jennifer Stackhouse

Tour Leader – Trisha Dixon

A passionate gardener, Julie Kinney was a selector
and later a national committee member for
Australia’s Open Garden Scheme, and is well
known for her collection and knowledge of rare
plants from both Australia and abroad. She has
led many very popular domestic and international
garden tours, and is an enthusiastic and charismatic
tour leader with a passionate following of garden
travellers.

Jennifer Stackhouse made a big move from
New South Wales to a Federation house in
the little village of Barrington tucked beneath
Mt Roland in northwestern Tasmania. She is
the author of several gardening books including
Garden, which won a Book Laurel in 2013, as
well as The Organic Guide to Edible Gardens,
Planting Techniques and My Gardening Year, which
she wrote with her mother, Shirley.

Trisha Dixon is a writer and photographer with
a passion for landscape, literature, music, art,
architecture, design and history. She has been
travelling regularly to Greece over the last decade
and has led several tours there. Her research into
the life of Australian landscaper Edna Walling
together with her interest in design and
photography have resulted in a number of books,
journal articles and photographic workshops.

“Julie did a really great job looking after all of us. Her knowledge of plants and
garden design is amazing.”

“Trisha has the most amazing contacts and always pulls together an itinerary full
of surprising venues that we would never have the opportunity to see other than
on her well-researched tours.”

Helen H. | Autumn Country Gardens of New South Wales 2018

Judith G. | Landscapes of the NSW South Coast 2019

Per person, twin-share AUD 16,750
Single supplement AUD 3,500
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 7,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,500
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 4,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 1,000
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share AUD 2,950
Single supplement AUD 500
Excluding airfares

Tour code GD2001

Tour code GD2006

Tour code GD2007

Tour code SB2003
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GOURMET

Bodegas Ysios, La Rioja

Vasse Felix vineyard, Cowaramup © Vasse Felix/Tourism Western Australia

Tapas and Vino

Food and wines of the
Margaret River

FOOD AND WINES OF CATALONIA, RIOJA AND
THE BASQUE COUNTRY

Indulge in our culinary itineraries and discover the
delights and flavours of cultural immersion through
one-of-a-kind food and wine gourmet experiences.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

with Peter Bourne | 15–28 April 2020 (14 days)

with Peter Bourne | 23–27 October 2020 (5 days)

Indulge your senses in the piquant flavours of regional
Spanish cuisine at a selection of Spain’s most innovative
Michelin-starred restaurants and visit some of the country’s
leading wineries and estates.

Explore Western Australia’s acclaimed wine-producing region of
the Margaret River, and discover the bold yet elegant cabernets,
subtle chardonnays and high-end dining of this epicurean
playground.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• In Catalonia, visit Priorat and Penedès, regions producing some
of Spain’s most exciting new wines

• Enjoy private wine tasting from renowned wineries including
Vasse Felix and the Cullen Estate

• Visit the grand estates of La Rioja, where ochre-tinged castles
contrast with modern architecture

• Meet the winemakers behind boutique cellar doors embarking
on innovative wine-making practices

• Delight in the unique regional specialities of the Basque
Country, and visit stunning San Sebastián

• Savour meals in restaurants led by star chefs who pride
themselves on cooking with the region’s local produce

• In Madrid, spend the evenings sipping fine Spanish wines before
dining in the capital’s famed tapas bars

• Enrich your appreciation of Western Australian wines with
guidance from your tour leader, ‘The Wine Man’ Peter Bourne

• Enjoy the thriving taverns of Barcelona and visit some of the
city’s most famous landmarks

• Soak up the natural wonders of the rugged coastal landscape
of the southwestern corner of Australia

GOURMET

Tour Leader – Peter Bourne

Tour Leader – Peter Bourne

Universally known as The Wine Man, Peter Bourne
has been involved in the Australian wine industry
for 40 years, initially as a fine wine merchant and
more recently as a full-time industry consultant.
Peter’s principal focus is on wine education,
presenting a wide variety of wine appreciation
courses and specialised wine tastings. Peter hosts
numerous trade and consumer events, along with
high-end corporate wine evenings.

Universally known as The Wine Man, Peter Bourne
has been involved in the Australian wine industry
for 40 years, initially as a fine wine merchant and
more recently as a full-time industry consultant.
Peter’s principal focus is on wine education,
presenting a wide variety of wine appreciation
courses and specialised wine tastings. Peter hosts
numerous trade and consumer events, along with
high-end corporate wine evenings.

“Very knowledgeable and well organised. He is personable, good company and
conversational when sharing his interest in wine.”

“Peter’s knowledge of wine, and his ability to convey that in terms that make
sense to the less experienced, is outstanding. He is a very engaging tour leader.”

William G. | La Bella Vita 2018

Jan D. | Food and Wine in Central Otago 2017

Per person, twin-share AUD 10,750
Single supplement AUD 2,550
Excluding international airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 4,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 800
Excluding airfares

Tour code WI2001

Tour code WI2002
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S H O RT B R E A K S

This unique collection of tours is for those who are seeking
a cultural experience closer to home. Discover a selection
of journeys combining festivals, cultural activities and
special events in Australia and New Zealand.

S H O RT B R E A K S

Sydney cityscape

Adelaide city

Sydney Art and Culture Weekend
ART EXHIBITIONS AND PERFORMANCES
IN THE SYDNEY FESTIVAL

with Jonathan Biggins | January 2020 (5 days)

with Mairi Nicolson
03–08 March 2020 (6 days)

Delight in a superb selection of performances at the prestigious
Sydney Festival and an exclusive private tour of the fascinating
Japan Supernatural exhibition at the Art Gallery of NSW.

Join in the festivities as the bold, innovative Adelaide Festival
celebrates its 60th anniversary with a series of outstanding
performances by local and international artists and ensembles.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Gain exclusive, private access to the Japan Supernatural exhibition
at the Art Gallery of NSW

• Enjoy premium seats for all included performances (festival
program to be announced in October 2019)

• Enjoy among the best seats in the house for key performances
at the Sydney Festival

• Be left spellbound by the Mozart’s masterpiece Requiem, one of
the composer’s most influential works

• View feng shui-inspired works by Chinese-Australian artist
Guan Wei at the Museum of Contemporary Art

• Enrich your understanding of the performances with
engaging talks by your tour leader, classical music broadcaster
Mairi Nicolson

• Deepen your appreciation with lectures and pre-performance
talks by your tour leader, Jonathan Biggins
• Immerse yourself in Sydney’s dynamic culture as you explore its
iconic sites and some hidden gems
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Melbourne skyline

Adelaide Festival 2020

• Be exhilarated by the festival atmosphere of Adelaide, one of
the world’s major centres of celebration of the arts
• Discover the City of Churches’ thriving culinary scene, and
enjoy the atmosphere at its most festive time

Tour Leader – Jonathan Biggins

Tour Leader – Mairi Nicolson

Jonathan Biggins is an actor, writer and director,
perhaps best known as one of the creators of
The Wharf Revue. He has acted for all of Australia’s
state theatre and opera companies. He won a
Helpmann Award for his direction of the musical
Avenue Q, is a regular contributor to the Good
Weekend magazine, and was a former host of
ABC TV’s arts programme Critical Mass.

Mairi Nicolson’s career as a broadcaster for the
ABC and BBC has taken her from the Sydney
Opera House to New York’s Avery Fischer Hall,
from the Royal Albert Hall in London to Hamer
Hall in Melbourne.
For ABC Classic FM she presents programs
including The Opera Show, as well as broadcasts for
Opera Australia and Musica Viva.

“I found Jonathon Biggins a most entertaining and helpful tour leader who could
not do enough for everyone in the group.”

“Mairi is an excellent leader, very capable and efficient as well as
being charming and very well read with music.”

Margot D. | Behind the Scenery 2018

Shirley M. | Adelaide Festival 2019

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 4,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 750
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,750
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 950
Excluding airfares

Tour code SB2009

Tour code SB2002
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S H O RT B R E A K S

CIMF Director and Conductor Roland Peelman © AnthonyBrowell

S H O RT B R E A K S

William Morris (1861-1940)

Lohengrin, Eric Cutler (Lohengrin), Ingela Brimberg (Elsa von Brabant)
© Baus – La Monnaie De Munt

2020 Canberra International
Music Festival

William Morris in Adelaide

Wagner’s Lohengrin

The 2020 Sydney International
Piano Competition

with Genevieve Jacobs
01–05 May 2020 (5 days)

with Michele Hill
17–23 May 2020 (7 days) and 02–08 August 2020 (7 days)

AT ARTS CENTRE MELBOURNE

FINALS AT THE SYDNEY TOWN HALL

with Heath Lees | 22–25 May 2020 (4 days)

with Marshall McGuire | 21–26 July 2020 (6 days)

Spend five glorious days at the 2020 Canberra International
Music Festival, with this year’s theme centering around the
music of composer Ludwig van Beethoven.

Feast your eyes upon the wonderful handmade textiles,
stained-glass furnishings and interior designs of William Morris
and appreciate his masterful decorative influence on the city of
Adelaide during the 19th century.

Join international Wagner expert Heath Lees for a fully staged
production of the composer’s romantic masterpiece Lohengrin
by Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie and Opera Australia at
Arts Centre Melbourne.

Attend the exhilarating final week of Australia’s foremost piano
competition, witnessing performances by some of the world’s
finest up-and-coming pianists.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy premium seats for all performances including the
Opening Gala

• Explore William Morris’s art and design, including rarely seen
textiles, stained-glass furnishing and grand manor houses

• Enjoy premium category seats for Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie
and Opera Australia’s fully staged production of Lohengrin

• Enjoy Category 1 tickets to the exciting final week of the
2020 Sydney International Piano Competition

• Delight in performances of the Australian Romantic and
Classical Orchestra, the Australian Art Orchestra and
celebrated international guests

• Visit one of the 19th century manors of the Barr Smith family,
whose interiors were designed by William Morris

• Attend an exclusive, private recital presented by singers of the
Melba Opera Trust

• Benefit from enlightening talks and competition analysis
from your specialist tour leader, Marshall McGuire

• Explore the rich collection of William Morris furnishings in a
private viewing at the 180-year-old house Anlaby

• Benefit from the expertise and insights of your tour leader,
leading Wagner expert Heath Lees

• Be immersed in Sydney’s vibrant culture as you explore
iconic and lesser-known sights of this bustling metropolis

• View rare embroideries designed by May Morris (William Morris’s
daughter) exclusively for the Barr Smith family

• Spend three nights at the ideally located deluxe Langham
Melbourne hotel

• Enjoy five nights’ luxury accommodation in the heart
of the Sydney CBD and within easy walking distance of
Sydney Town Hall

• Be among the first to witness new works by prominent
Indigenous artists and the Australian premiere of Contralto
by Sarah Hennies
• Enjoy pre-performance talks and discussions by your tour leader,
Genevieve Jacobs
• Relax between performances at the heritage-inspired, 5-star
Park Hyatt Hotel

• Admire the Morris-designed stained-glass windows of
St Augustine’s Anglican Church, the Old Stock Exchange
and All Souls Church

Tour Leader – Genevieve Jacobs

Tour Leader – Michele Hill

Tour Leader – Heath Lees

Tour Leader – Marshall McGuire

Genevieve Jacobs has been a prize-winning
newspaper journalist as well as a freelance writer
for gardening and fine arts magazines. Among her
interests are the arts, gardens, the environment,
history and politics. She loves hearing people’s
stories and spent more than a decade as a
presenter with ABC Radio, and for several years
was a coordinator for Australia’s Open Garden
Scheme.

Michele Hill began her quilting journey in 1986
and has been addicted ever since. She started
designing her own quilts in 1996 with William
Morris and architecture being her greatest
inspirations. Michele teaches throughout Australia
and is the author of four books on Morris and
quilting and has led a series of very popular
William Morris tours in Australia and abroad.

Heath Lees is Emeritus Professor of Music at
Auckland University. He has presented many arts
programs on radio and television, and founded
the Wagner Society of New Zealand in 1994.
Heath has lectured on numerous musical subjects,
especially Wagner, and his published works include
Mallarmé and Wagner: Music and Poetic Language.
His most recent project has been to edit the
memoirs of singer Sir Donald McIntyre.

Acclaimed Australian harpist Marshall McGuire
has performed as a soloist with the Australian
Chamber Orchestra, English String Orchestra,
Les Talens Lyriques, Australian Brandenburg
Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
and the Australia Ensemble. He has appeared at
numerous international festivals and is currently
Head of Programming at the Melbourne Recital
Centre.

“Professional, knowledgeable and efficient.”

“Generous, extremely knowledgeable, thoughtful, responsive and obviously well
respected by the local experts and venue guides.”

“I cannot imagine anyone more talented, enthusiastic and inspiring.”

“A near perfect leader. Relaxed and very knowledgeable.”

Clive H. | Canberra International Music Festival 2019

Elaine W. | William morris in Adelaide 2018

Lyn H. | Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg in Melbourne 2018

Shirley D. | Music in the Mountains 2018

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 550
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 2,750
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 900
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 2,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 500
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 850
Excluding airfares

Tour code SB2006

Tour codes WM2001 (17–23 May 2020) and WM2002 (02–08 August 2020)

Tour code OA2008

Tour code SB2007
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S H O RT B R E A K S

S H O RT B R E A K S

Australian String Quartet
Dale Barltrop (Violin), Francesca Hiew (Violin),
Stephen King (Viola), Sharon Grigoryan (Violoncello).
Photo: Shane Reid

Clarendon © Tourism Tasmania & Kathryn Leahy

McClelland Sculpture Park. Photo: Mark Chew

Tasmanian Chamber Music Festival

Exploring and Drawing the
Mornington Peninsula

Australian Festival of
Chamber Music

ASQ Weekend of Music

TOWNSVILLE

MARGARET RIVER

MUSIC, GARDENS, FOOD AND WINE
IN NORTHERN TASMANIA

with Mary Jo Capps | 31 July – 04 August 2020 (5 days)

with Alan Dodge | 30 Oct – 02 Nov 2020 (4 days)

with Christopher Lawrence | 22–26 October 2020 (5 days)

with Jennifer Keeler-Milne | 09–12 November 2020 (4 days)

Enjoy the internationally acclaimed 30th annual Australian
Festival of Chamber Music in picturesque Townsville, featuring
some of Australia and the world’s finest musicians.

Enjoy a weekend packed to the brim with chamber music of the
highest calibre, all performed within the picturesque vineyards
of Margaret River in Western Australia.

Enjoy exquisite chamber music in the picturesque surroundings
of heritage churches, manor houses and rolling hills at the annual
Tasmanian Chamber Music Festival.

Explore the natural beauty and vibrant local art scene of
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula while taking time to draw
the region’s characteristic landscapes.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

• Enjoy among the best seats in the house for performances of
the Australian Festival of Chamber Music in the vibrant coastal
city of Townsville

• Enjoy four world-class Australian String Quartet performances
in wineries across the Margaret River area

• Enjoy premium category seats for all the Tasmanian Chamber
Music Festival performances

• Take inspiration from the beauty of the peninsula during drawing
workshops with respected artist Jennifer Keeler-Milne

• Meet the musicians of the Australian String Quartet in an
informal and relaxed atmosphere

• Benefit from enlightening pre-performance talks by your tour
leader, Christopher Lawrence

• Sit down to superb gourmet meals paired with specially
selected Margaret River wines

• Explore the colonial history of “Van Diemen’s Land” and
admire the Heritage-listed estates and magnificent gardens

• Enjoy private guided visits of the McClelland Gallery and
Sculpture Park, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery and
Pt Leo Estate Sculpture Park

• Explore the Leeuwin Estate Art Gallery and enjoy a taste
of their fine wines

• Savour the fine cuisine and exceptional cool-climate wines for
which the region has become renowned

• Spend a day discovering the natural wonders of the picturesque
southwestern corner of Australia

• Consider extending your Tasmanian holiday with our nine-day
Gardens of Tasmania tour

• Enrich your festival experience with enlivening pre-performance
talks and discussions with your tour leader, music specialist
Mary Jo Capps
• Relax in comfort with four nights’ accommodation in a superior,
resort-style hotel located on the Townsville waterfront
• Indulge in fine Australian gourmet fare at some of Townsville’s
best restaurants

SCULPTURE PARKS, GALLERIES AND BOTANICAL GARDENS

• Pause to appreciate the native Australian garden at the
Royal Botanic Garden in Cranbourne
• Visit local artists and craftspeople in their studios and
appreciate how living there has influenced their work
• Enjoy the best of the Mornington Peninsula’s food and wine
scene, including gourmet meals at hatted restaurants

Tour Leader – Mary Jo Capps

Tour Leader – Alan Dodge

Tour Leader – Christopher Lawrence

Tour Leader – Jennifer Keeler-Milne

Mary Jo Capps has worked in the Australian
cultural industry for more than 30 years, and
has been a consultant to major Australian arts
companies and orchestras such as the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra, Company B Belvoir Theatre,
Bangarra Dance Theatre and the Museum of
Contemporary Art. During her time as CEO of
Musica Viva, she worked towards broadening
understanding of fine music throughout Australia.

Alan Dodge began his career at the Portland
Museum of Art. He moved to Australia in 1974
and was subsequently appointed Director of the
Art Gallery of Western Australia. In May 2011
Alan was honoured as WA Citizen of the Year
for his work in culture and the arts.

Christopher Lawrence is best known as the
former presenter of the weekday “Classic Drive”
programme on ABC Classic FM. He has been
awarded an International Emmy for Performing
Arts, three ARIAs and a Churchill Fellowship.
Christopher has published several books, worked
as a commentator for Proms telecasts for the BBC,
and contributed articles to publications in Australia
and the UK.

Jennifer Keeler-Milne is a practising artist and
experienced art educator with qualifications in
art, education and painting from the Victorian
College of the Arts. Her charcoal works are held
in international and regional collections and were
included in the Dobell Prize for Drawing on nine
occasions. Jennifer is the founder of the Dare
to Draw studio school, where she is known as a
dynamic and passionate teacher.

“Always approachable and particularly well informed - especially at her
presentations before performances!”

“Alan is knowledgeable, organised, but never anxious. He has a relaxed approach.
Good companion.”

“Christopher is superb. Knowledgeable, excellent and charming personality,
whimsical humour. He is a drawcard.”

John C. | Sydney Theatre and Opera Weekend 2019

Christine and David H. | ASQ Weekend of Music

Jan B. | Opéra à la française 2018

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 2,750
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 450
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,500
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 600
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 450
Excluding airfares

Per person, twin-share (approx.) AUD 3,000
Single supplement (approx.) AUD 450
Excluding airfares

Tour code SB2006

Tour code SB2003

Tour code SB2008

Tour code AG2027
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27 Mar – 04 Apr
Balinese Splendour
with Guy Sturt

01–05 May
2020 Canberra International
Music Festival
with Genevieve Jacobs

15 May – 01 Jun
In the Footsteps of Wagner
with Damien Beaumont
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06–13 May
Rhine Art and Music Cruise
with Christopher Lawrence,
Thomas Abbott, Andy Bromberger

18 May – 01 Jun
Art Nouveau and the
Belle Époque
with Claudia Chan Shaw

08–23 May
Gardens of Provence
with Julie Kinney

19 May – 01 Jun
Scandinavian Serenade
with Mary Jo Capps

13–22 May
Eternal Design
with Kathryn Hunyor

22–25 May
Wagner’s Lohengrin
with Heath Lees

19 Jun – 02 Jul
Palaces, Estates and Dachas
of Imperial Russia
with Genevieve Jacobs

14–24 May
In the Footsteps of the Tudor
Monarchs with Joyce Morgan

22 May – 09 Jun
A Road Less Travelled
with Liz Gibson

12–21 June 2020
Cutting-Edge Contemporary
with Gitte Weise

24 Sep – 02 Oct
Oku-Noto Triennale
with John McBride

July 2020

June 2020

17–23 May
William Morris in Adelaide
with Michele Hill

13–28 September
Villas and Gardens of
Central Italy
with Julie Kinney
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October 2020
Opera Bellissima
with Mairi Nicolson

05–20 October
23 Oct–01 Nov 2020
Autumn Colours of Japan
From Celadon to Samsung
with Helen Young and John McBride with Ann MacArthur

September/October 2020
Opera and Music in Eastern
Europe with Scott Curry

23–27 October
Food and Wine of the
Margaret River with Peter Bourne
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October 2020 (20 days)
Journey Along the Silk Road
with Joyce Morgan
October/November 2020
Modern Art and Architecture
of the US West Coast
with Jaime Tsai

16–27 July
Music in the Mountains
with Christopher Lawrence
17– 23 July 2020
Singapore Garden Festival
with Helen Young
31 Jul – 04 Aug
Australian Festival of
Chamber Music
with Mary Jo Capps
July 2020
Peru’s Cities of Gold
with Julian Droogan

November 2020

13–23 October
The 18th International Chopin
Piano Competition
with Phillip Sametz
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June 2020
Mongolia
with Iain Shearer

October 2020

September/October 2020
The Papal States
with Steven Miller
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11–25 April
Journey Along the Silk Road –
Iran with Christopher Allen

03–15 May
Then & Now with Jane Hutcheon

09–24 September
Turkish Delights
with Jane Hutcheon

April 2020

10–16 April
Easter at the Met
with Mairi Nicolson

27 Feb – 09 Mar
Gardens of the South Island
with Elizabeth Swane

September 2020
Hidden Treasures of
Central Asia
with Iain Shearer
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18–30 March
Mariinsky Ballet Festival
with Donna Cusack

18 Feb – 06 Mar
End of Empires
with Iain Shearer

January 2020
Sydney Art & Culture Weekend
with Jonathan Biggins
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2 0 2 0 T R AV E L P L A N N E R

01–12 March
Hidden Lands of the Himalayas
with Alex McKay

07–10 February
The Renaissance Tours
Beethoven Festival
with Christopher Lawrence

20 Jan – 02 Feb
European Winter
Music Festivals
with Marshall McGuire

May 2020

March 2020
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							1
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9		 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

07–21 January
Russian Winter Wonderland
with Alan Dodge

S M
			
6		 7
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Tours departing by month

09–17 November
The Brisbane Ring (Cycle I)
19–27 November
The Brisbane Ring (Cycle II)
28 Nov – 06 Dec
The Brisbane Ring (Cycle III)
with Peter Bassett

15–28 April
Tapas and Vino
with Peter Bourne
17 Apr – 02 May
Treasures of Scotland
with Kenneth Park
24 Apr – 10 May
Moorish Mosaic
with Brian Ladd
24 Apr – 09 May
In the Footsteps of
Michelangelo
with Lorraine Kypiotis
26 Apr – 04 May
The Chicago Ring 2020
with Scott Curry
29 Apri – 19 May
The Land Beyond the Sunrise
with Iain Shearer
August 2020
S M T W T F S
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16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

02–08 August
William Morris in Adelaide
with Michele Hill

December 2020

10–21 November
The Birth of Civilisation
with Julian Droogan
and Iain Shearer
22–29 November
The Paris Ring
with Antony Ernst
November 2020
Ethiopia
with Genevieve Jacobs
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December 2020
Two Bites of the Big Apple
with Jonathan Biggins
December 2020
Christmas Ballet Spectacular
with Andrew Wright

November 2020
New Zealand Now
with Julie Ewington
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toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)
toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)
call (02) 9299 5801
fax (02) 9299 5805
email info@renaissancetours.com.au
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK and keep up to date
with these and other unique travel experiences.
Your travel agent is

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001
ABN 14 069 591 448
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